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At least one inventor of an alleged substitute for 
gasoline has been arrested. He is taken more seri- 
ously than are some of his contemporary mixers. 





This month has made a record as one of the cold- 
est Decembers in 40 years, but nobody seems to be 
doing any boasting about it—especially in gas-burn- 
ing towns. 





Chile has declared herself neutral in the war be- 
tween the United States and Austria—so we will 
have to go ahead on our own hook and make the 
best of the situation. 





Fortunately, Congressional news is not censored. 
That is why the public has learned so much re- 
cently about those: dangerous delays in American 
preparedness for war. 





Nine out of 22 ice-manufacturing plants at New 
Orleans have been closed, as a fuel-conservation 
measure. Ice at the present period is a useless lux- 
ury even in the Sunny South. 





Jerusalem was taken by the Entente Allies with- 
out the firing of a shot, after all preliminary fight- 
ing had been concluded. So the ancient city was 
not shaken before it was taken. 





Tulsa is to have a million-dollar terminal and 
the Santa Fe is to foot the bill. Tulsa seems to be 
going ahead in the direction of prosperity, thanks 
to oil, gas, energy and enterprise. 





Oklahoma’s next Legislature is expected to pass 
a blue-sky law, and if certain proposed provisions 
are included in the enactment the wildcat manipu- 
lators will be wild in a new sense. 





At no time in the history of the country has the 
fuel problem been so difficult to manage. When 
are we to have that electric substitute for coal and 
other combustibles in the heating of buildings? 





“Bolsheviki’ is a Russian word often seen in the 
news, of late. It is the name of a party of dissatis- 
fied semi-royalists who want more than they seem 
to be getting. The movement’s foundation is greed. 





In The Journal this week, Gustav Egloff has an 
article of unusual interest, accompanied by statis- 
tical tables dealing with the percentage of gasoline 
made available to trade by cracking processes. It 
is shown that such processes should not be ex- 
pected to yield the vast results which some enthusi- 
acts have deemed possible. 





Government ownership of railroads may yet be- 
come a reality in America. If this should come to 
pass, the Government would have some new experi- 
ences in the common-carrier line. Now it regulates 
and bosses common carriers. In the event of Fed- 
eral ownership the Government would have to regu- 
late itself to some extent. 





“Now is the winter of our discontent.” King Coal 
is playing a game of freeze-out; there isn’t enough 
gas in the pipes;' the Hindenburg plans are being 
worked out, and we are not ready to meet certain 
long-expected and very obvious eventualities in the 
matter of canning the Kaiser. In addition, high 
costs are defying the laws of gravity. 





There is a newspaper story in circulation to the 
effect that Tulsa obtains an alcoholic supply from 
Missouri, via airplane. The yarn lacks confirma- 
tion. “High-Jackies” are resourceful, but they never 
attain any altitude that would render them safe 
from the Oklahoma law enforcers. The latter are 
sharpshooters and they carry effective ordnance. 





Mrs. A. Wagstaff, Jr., of New York City, noted 
as a social leader and poetess, intends to drive an 
ambulance in the war zone, France. In one of her 
literary outbursts she speaks of “the golden fume 
of an ambrosial dream.” Just how she will describe 
the fumes of battle, “over there,” remains to be 
seen. No ambrosial dreams need be expected in 
that instance. 





In 1916 the number of persons paying taxes on 
incomes of over $1,000,000 was 206. In the previous 
year the number was 120. Those paying taxes on 
incomes of from $500,000 to $1,000,000 increased in 
number in 1916 to 376, from 209 in 1915. Thus it 
will be seen that our milionaire population is stead- 
ily growing. Prosperity, regardless of war’s tribu- 
lations, continues to make successful drives—for 
some people. 





Costs of production of gasoline have been under 
scrutiny by the Federal Trade Commission and the 
claim is made that the prices charged for the fluid 
outstrip the said costs. It would be difficult to 
convince the maxgufacturers of gasoline that the 
Commission hag obtained a correct grasp of the 
facts and figures of the case. There are higher 
expenses to be met in the oil game now than have 
ever before been known. 





“Merry Christmas” is coming and its merriment, 
in many countries, is to be sadly marred by war. 
There are lonely men in the camps and trenches. 
There are weeping women at home. The situation is 
a most distressing one to many millions of human 
beings and the only way to improve conditions is 
to overwhelm those scientific savages who are 
striving to make their Kaiser a world dictator. 
Peace, without Victory, would mean disaster. 





Nobel, the Swedish chemist, discovered “blasting 
gelatine” when he cut his finger, one day. He dis- 
solved some gun cotton in ether alcohol and put 
the mixture on the wound. As the substance be- 
came a semi-solidified, elastic film, the thought 
occurred to him that this could be used as an ab- 
sorbent and solidifier of nitroglygerine. It was so 
developed. Now, high explosives can be fired by 
its means, from a cannon. Nobel was a pacifist, 
but his cut finger has caused frightful carnage and 
devastation. Cause and effect play odd tricks on 
each other. 





WEEKLY REVIEW OF THE FIELDS. 





Work in many of the fields was practically at a 
standstill during the week ending December 15, 
owing to severe winter weather. In many sections 
of the oil country, production was curtailed to an 
extent not experienced in many previous years. 
In the Mid-Continent field the weather has moder- 
ated, but it will require another week for operators 
to get their work under way. In Kay County, Okla- 
homa, an important completion was a 400-barrel 
well on the Tickel farm, Section 31-29-1, which is 
producing from a sand found at 1,955 feet. A deep- 
sand producer was drilled on this farm a month 
ago. The Okmulgee Producing & Refining Com- 
pany’s well in Section 25-14-11, Okmulgee County, 
which fouund a deep sand at 2,245 feet 10 days ago, 
continues to produce 400 barrels daily. In the Cush- 
ing pool, two Prairie Oil & Gas Company wells were 
drilled from the Wheeler to the Skinner sand and 
started at a 50-barrel gait. A 250-barrel well in the 
Layton sand and a 100-barrel producer in the 
Tucker formation were also reported. Among the 
Bartlesville-sand completions at Cushing were a 
260-barrel well and one starting at 170 barrels daily. 
At Billings, Noble County, a duster was drilled on 
the Deal farm and another was recorded in the 
Maramec district of Pawnee County, northwest of 
the Yale pool. In the latter development, a 250-bar- 
rel well was completed. 

Reports from Kansas included only six wells com- 
pleted and none was of importance in size or loca- 
tion. 

Goose Creek, the banner pool of the Gulf Coast 
field, is coming back in point of production and is 
expected to soon be yielding as much oil as it did 
previous to the inauguration of the field workers’ 
strike. The Gulf Production Company deepened a 
well on the Wright farm to 2,950 feet, which is re- 
ported at 8,000 barrels daily. On Hogg Island, an 
important well, located one-half mile from produc- 
tion, settled down to 150 barrels daily. All sub- 
merged land between the island and mainland has 
been filed on for drilling purposes. 

In the Pine Island district of North Louisiana, 
The Texas Company’s gusher has increased its gas 
volume and reduced its output of oil. At one time 
the well flowed at the rate of 10,000 barrels daily, 
but later the gas increased to an estimated flow of 
35,000,000 feet with oil production of only 1,000 bar- 
rels. The big flow from this well had the effect of 
decreasing the production of neighboring wells by 
2,000 barrels daily. The strike of field workers has 
caused a decrease of 12,000 barrels daily in the 
production of North Louisiana. 

Zero weather caused a partial shut-down of oper- 
ations in the Central West field. The cold wave 
extended to Kentucky, causing a partial cessation 
of work in that field. A well drilling near Wood- 
stock, Pulaski County, developed the strongest flow 
of gas ever found in that county at a depth of 250 
feet. At Whitewood, Green County, some of the 
best gas wells in the State are being completed at 
depths ranging from 300 to 500 feet. Wildcatting 
in the eastern-and western sections of the State 
continues active. The largest completion in Illinois 
was a 100-barrel well in Wabash Township, Wabash 
County. 

Starting at the rate of 1,166 barrels daily, a well 
in the Isminger pool, in Greene County, Pa., made 
the year’s record as the largest producer in the 
Eastern fields. Within a week the production de- 
clined to 500 barrels daily. The oil was found in 
the Gordon sand. Considerable interest is dis- 
played in a new pool near New Bethlehem, Clarion 
County, Pa., where three producing wells have been 
completed at depths ranging from 800 to 900 feet. 





MID-CONTINENT PRODUCTION. 





Estimated production of the fields of the Mid- 
Continent at the close of the past week was as 
follows: North Louisiana, 13,000 barrels; North 
Texas, 30,000 barrels; Corsicana light and Thrall, 
1,800 barrels; Kansas, 122,000 barrels; Oklahoma, 
outside of Cushing, Shamrock and Healdton, 125,000 
barrels; Cushing and Shamrock, 49,000 barrels; 
Healdton, 57,000 barrels; total, 397,800 barrels. 

The estimated daily production of heavy-gravity 
oil in the Gulf Coast field was 74,000 barrels; Corsi- 
cana heavy, 500 barrels. 
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EXTENSION OF THE OSAGE LEASES. 





In The Journal, this week, appears a statement 
of the attitude of the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Asso- 
ciation regarding the proposed extension of Osage 
mineral leases to 1959. Under the law, these reser- 
vation leasehold rights are to end in 1931. A pro- 
vision in the Indian appropriation bill now before 
Congress extends the period of expiration to 1959 
and the association has sent a committee to Wash- 
ington to present its views to those in charge of 
the bill. 

It is pointed out by the association that in order 
to encourage and promote oil operations in the 
Osage reservation there should be granted a longer 
period than that already established by legal en- 
actment for the exercise of mineral rights in the 
lands. 

Immense expenses are incurred by the companies 
engaged in the production of oil and gas and restric: 
tions as to time limits of operation would have the 
effect of discouraging such investments as would 
be necessary. Moreover, it is urged that parties 
making such developments possible ought to be 
permitted to obtain the full benefits of their enter- 
prise and industry. They should be allowed to 
operate the leases for an extended period. This 
contention is businesslike and. reasonable and the 
clause providing for the extension should be per- 
mitted to pass without opposition. 

There is such opposition, however, and it is 
possible the Indian committee may eliminate the 
extension clause in the bill. In that event it is 
proposed to have introduced another measure em- 
bodying the desired extension and to put the 
matter up to Congress for a decision. 

Oil men interested in Osage leases are complying 
with all the Government’s regulations and require- 
ments in operating the territory and, in good faith, 
propose to continue to follow that course. They 
are aiding, in a large way, in maintaining the oil 
and gas production, now so much in demand, owing 
to war and other causes. Instead of hampering 
them in any manner Congress should aid them, not 
only on the grounds of fair-dealing and justice, but 
also as a matter of war-time expediency. 





NATURAL GAS COMPLAINTS GENERAL. 





From many sections of the country during the 
present winter compaints are coming as to the 
inadequate supply of natural gas. Industrial plants 
have been shut off, in numerous instances, in order 
to conserve the supply for domestic consumers. 
But even this arrangement has failed to meet re- 
quirements and there has been unprecedented dis- 
comfort among gas-users, in the East and West. 

Coal has been difficult to obtain and this fact has 
added to the difficulties of the situation. 

In the majority of cases consumers have blamed 
their lack of gas on local companies, while the lat- 
ter have persisted in declaring that they, too, are 
victims of circumstances. Meanwhile, they have 
been marking up prices in order to keep pace with 
rising costs of operation. 

Gas fields have been yielding less gas than for- 
merly and the prospects for future increase in the 
supply are not encouraging. Just how the natural 
gas problem is to be solved nobody seems to know. 
One way is to use stoves that are capable of burn- 
ing both gas and coal and to have a coal bin on the 
premises always well filled, to meet emergencies. 
At the same time it will be necessary for coal oper- 
ators to speed up the production of the mines and 
it will likewise be necessary for gas companies to 
keep on drilling new wells in territory located in 
the gas belts of the country. This policy, of course, 
would only hurry along the time when natural-gas 
heating shall cease entirely,. but when that time 
comes other methods of light and heat production 
will be available. 





BUREAU OF MINES IN WAR WORK. 





In addition to its regular routine duties, the 
Federal Bureau of Mines is now engaged largely 
in war-preparation activities and is accomplishing 
good work. It is devoting close attention to all 
branches of the mining business and in its petro- 
leum division, excellent results are being attained. 
This division, after the declaration of war against 
Germany immediately prepared a report in co-opera- 
tion with the United States Geological Survey, on 
the general conditions in the petroleum industry 
to show whether war needs could be readily met. 
This report was delivered to the committee on 
petroleum of the Council of National Defense and 
to the Public Lands Committee of the Senate, whose 
members were then considering the situation re- 
garding petroleum lands. 

Special statistics have been gathered for refinery 
products, particularly with regard to the supply of 
gasoline. Methods of increasing the recovery of 


gasoline from heavy oils and from natural gas have 
been developed. A report on accounting and cost 
keeping for oil producers has been completed. The 
reserves of oil shale have been investigated with a 
view to developing methods of treatment to supply 
our future needs. 

An educational campaign has been undertaken to 
eliminate waste in the use of gasoline. The Bureau 
has co-operated with the Navy Department in- the 
design and construction of oil-storage tanks and 
reservoirs. 

Specifications for the gasoline to be used for 
aeroplanes for our Government have been furnished 
and an investigation has been started to determine 
the grades of gasoline best adapted for different 
types of aeroplane motors. Information already 
available has been supplied to the military repre- 
sentatives of our allies, and, with a view to furnish- 
ing maximum and immediate service to the aviation 
service, the Bureau of Mines is establishing a sta- 
tien in charge of a petroleum mechanical engineer 
to test all. fuels submitted for use in aeroplane mo- 
tors. At Pittsburgh and Washington laboratories 
many samples of gasoline are being tested for all 
branches of the Federal Government. 

Investigations have been conducted in relation 
to the coal industry, explosives and many other 
matters directly affected by the war. A census of 
technical men has been made by the Bureau, con- 
sisting of chemists, mining engineers, metallurgists 
et al., whose services the Government may require. 

The Bureau asks the co-operation of the- public 
and.is especially desirous of obtaining assistance 
from industrial concerns throughout the country. 
This assistance, it may be stated, is usually ob- 
tained, and it should be, punted in these stren- 
uous times of war. 





LACK OF GASOLINE IS BLAMED. 





With a sufficient supply of gasoline, it is claimed, 
the Italians would not have been required, some 
weeks ago, to engage in a general retreat. This 
claim is made by a New York writer. Another 
story is to the effect that the Germans had worked 
a psychological dodge on the Italians by spreading 
demoralizing stories among the soldiers and there- 
by lessening the “morale” of the troops and throw- 
ing a-big scare into them. These theories are 
doubtless well founded and the lack of gasoline and 
surplus of psychology did produce damaging effects. 

There was also another reason: The Teutons 
had vastly increased the man-power of their armies 
at that point. Superior numbers prevailed. The 
retreat followed. To the glory and honor of Italy 
it may be said, however, that the Italians eventually 
got a grip on the situation and stopped the Hun 
hordes, from crossing the mountains into the cov- 
eted plains beyond. 





ECONOMY IN THE USE OF OILS. 





By way of Denmark comes information of the 
manner in which Germans economize in the use of 
lubricating oils. Notices, as follows, are posted in 
German industrial plants and the suggestions con- 
tained in the placards are applicable everywhere 
in such establishments. They are as follows: 

Use only closed oil cans, with spouts that will 
deliver drops, or at most only a thin stream. 

Use all lubricating apparatus strictly according 
to the instructions, and put the oil only where it 
will actually lubricate. If a machine has automatic 
droppers, shut off the supply while machine is 
standing. 

Do not use cylinder oil on shafting or elsewhere 
when cheaper oil will answer. 

Keep all rubbing surfaces in good condition. 
Rough surfaces and too-tight boxes consume more 
oil. Worn and leaky bearings waste oil. 

Always use drip pans and arrange to filter and 
cleanse the oil so caught. It is as good as new. 

Collect all greasy waste and wiping cloths, so 
that the oil may be recovered. Never burn them. 

Be careful about using lubricating oil for cooling 
a bearing. Water will often do as well. 

Be careful about using oil for cleaning and polish- 
ing. Never clean the hands with oil. A greasy 
cloth will do as well. 





MAY APPLY TO THE POSTMASTER. 





Young men desirous of enlisting in the Marine 
Corps can apply to postmasters and obtain trans- 
portation to the nearest recruiting station. Regis- 
tered men are eligible to enlistment in this branch 
of the service and married men can be accepted 
if their wives give written consent. The Marine 
Corps has many desirable qualities as a branch of 
the military service and there are doubtless many 
young oil-country men who will be interested in 
learning about this new enlistment arrangement. 





was turned into the lines. 





GAS BLOWOUTS OR “FUMEROLES.” 





W. P. Mayer, geologist and president of the Ala- 
bama Southern Oil Company, has an interesting 
article in a Mobile newspaper on the subject of 
“fumeroles,” otherwise gas “blowouts.” His com- 
munication deals with the fact that such blowouts 
do not condemn an oil field, as some careless ob- 
servers have asserted, but are really among the 
encouraging signs to be found on the surface, indi- 
cating the presence of oil in the strata down in the 
earth where the drill gets in its fine work. 

“The word ‘fumerole,’” Mr. Mayer states, means 
a hot-water spring, and just how and when it came: 
to be applied to gas blowouts I do not know. But 
fumeroles do exist in oil fields, any statement to 
the contrary natwithstanding, and by practical oil 
men and oil geologists are invariably considered 
as among the ‘signs.’ That they are rare in most 
vil fields is one of the reasons why they might 
escape the notice of any but a specialist in oil 


formations, and the theory of the blowout does not. 


militate at all against the presence and retension 
of oil in the formations now. Anyone who knows 
only the alphabet of oil geology is aware of the fact 
that oil was formed very largely over the earth’s 
surface and that where it was formed in commer- 
cial quantities at the time, it might have become 
lost to us today by upheavals, by acute erosion or 
seepage. 
first blush that if there had been a blowout at one 
time there could be no oil found now in paying 
quantities. But as there is a vast difference be- 
tween the safety-valve blowoff of steam and the 
total loss of boiler-power, so is there between the 
gas blowout through soft formations that were 
young and yielding and that closed subsequently, 
and the constant seepage and exposure of a per- 
manent crack or fault.” 

There are many oil fields without a single gas 
blowout, but at this time the writer knows of no 
field of blowouts that is not an oil field. They are 
rather common in the oil fields of Galicia, Russia, 
and Roumania. In Texas they are not uncommon, 
but nevertheless somewhat rare. 

Mr. Mayer also calls attention to the “sink holes” 
ef Butler County, Kansas, and quotes Irvin A. 
Strauss on the subject. Mr. Strauss writes: ‘ 

“The writer has spent much time in the study 
of the conditions in this territory. In and around the 
Trapshooter district are marked evidences of the 
large volume of gas through fumeroles, or what are 
locally termed as ‘sink holes.’ There are large 
numbers of these, through which vast quantities 
of gas escaped during the later Pennsylvania period, 
leaving cavities in the porous lower strata, which, 
in the writer’s opinion, have been replaced by oil 
and from which the wells are securing their pro- 
duction. The sands are of sufficient thickness to 
warrant the belief that they will not soon be ex- 
hausted. The Cassoday field, in northwestern But- 
ler County, like the Towanda field, is marked by 
extensive fumeroles or sink holes, but of greater 
proportions than those of the Trapshooter district. 
Some of these cover from one to two acres and 
show terrific gas action.” 





ST. JOSEPH’S GAS PREPAREDNESS. 





St. Joseph, Mo., believes in preparedness. It has 
had experience in the matter of fuel uncertainty, 
and although it is on the Kansas Natural Gas Com- 
pany’s line, does not take its natural gas supply too 
seriously. During the recent cold wave, St. Joseph 
was in the frigid zone and would have had its 
share of the chills so general in Missouri, Kansas 
and Oklahoma towns had it not been prepared. 
The gas company had provided for the manufac- 
ture of artificial gas to supplement the supply of 
natural gas and when the pressure on the lines be- 
came weakened, last week, fires were started in 
the company’s gas-making plant and gas from coal 
St. Joseph was kept 
warm and comfortable. It had to yield up $1 per 
thousand cubic feet for the emergency supply, but 
St. Joseph was willing to pay this price rather than 
be frost-bitten. 

St. Joseph is a wise town. 





OPENING OIL AND COAL LANDS. 





Fifty-three million acres of coal lands and 6,000,- 
600 acres of oil lands on public domain are thrown 
open for leasing, according to a bill unanimously 
reported out last week by the House Public Lands 
Committee. This is the first step along the line of 
a program recommended by President Wilson. The, 
bill has the approval of Secretary of the Interior \ 
Lane. The lands covered by the measure are 
scattered generally through the country, principally 
in the Western States. Certain stretches of coal 
lands on the public domain in Alaska are also 
included. 


In the face of this it would appear at‘ 








‘ 
( 
: 
] 
1 
] 
, 
( 
: 
1 
é 
] 








has 
ity, 
om- 
too 
eph 

its 


‘ed. 
fac- 


be- 

in 
oal 
ept 
per 


han 


December 20, 1917.. 





THE OIL AND GAS JOURNAL 








RATES HELD TO BE UNREASONABLE. 





At Washington, D. C., on'Dec. 11, the Interstate 
Commerce Commission decided that transportation 
rates on petroleum and its products in carload lots 
from Southeastern Kansas to points in Oklahoma 
were unreasonable. 

Reasonable maximum rates were ordered pre- 
scribed. 

The Ti sesabestiin held prejudicial rates on lumber 
and other forest products and yellow pine from 
points in Missouri, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Texas, 
Louisiana, Tennessee, Mississippi and Alabama to 
Sioux City, Ia., to the extent that they exceed by 
more than 2 cents per 100 pounds rates maintained 
from the same points of origin to Omaha, Neb. 

Application for increased rates on manufactured 
iron and steel billets, pig iron, scrap iron and re- 
lated articles from and to points in trunk lines and 
ether territories were filed with the Interstate Com- 
mission, to be fixed on a basis not in excess of 
15%, except to preserve usual port differentials or 
relationships. 

Increases ranging from 40 cents to $1 per 2,000 
pounds in rates on bricks, clay products and arti- 
cles taking the same rate from Central Freight 
Association territory and Illinois, to points in Que- 
bec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick and other 
Eastern Canadian points were applied for by car- 
riers to meet increases. 





INTENDED TO SACK OIL FIELDS. 





In order to aid and abet the cause of Kaiserism 
in the United States, it is now learned by admis- 
sions from arrested I. W. W.:members in Kansas 
that their order had made plans to strike at Ameri- 
can oil interests by destruction of properties in the 
Kiutler County district. It was known to the van- 
dals that oil was a very important commodity in 
war movements, and by destroying lease equipment, 
pipe lines, tanks and refineries the interests of the 
Huns could de well served. But the scheme of the 
would-be destroyers failed because of the vigilance 
of oil men an4 the local authorities. Thirty of the 
suspects arrested in the recent round-up in the 
Kansas fields have been unable to obtain_bail and 
are held for trial. Of this number, five are German 
subjects. 





NEW YORK STATE CORPORATIONS. 





Recently a movement.was started in New York 
to create sentiment in the State for a more drastic 
method of regulating corporations. The Legisla- 
ture is to be asked to amend existing laws so as 
to force corporations to recognize the will of the 
people in various matters and especially in relation 
to the increase of rates for public service. Thus 
the gas and electric companies are to be regulated 
in a modern fashion. A committee representing 
this movement will draft bills and carefully scrutin- 
ize all legislation affecting corporate rights and 
privileges. if present plans work out, New York 
will have some such way of managing corporations 
as Oklahoma exercises. 





: NO OIL SHALE WITHDRAWALS NOw. 





George Otis Smith, director of the United States 
Geological Survey, in a letter to Representative 
Edward T. Taylor, under date of Sept. 8, made the 
following interesting statements: 

There seems to be some misunderstanding 
regarding the proposed oil-shale withdrawal in 
Garfield County, Colorado, referred to by Mr. 
Doyle, as no withdrawal of oil-shale lands is 
contemplated by the Government at the pres- 
ent time. It is true that the Government, and 
particularly the Geological Survey, has spent 
considerable time and money in the last few 
years in a study of the oil-shale deposits. As 
a result of the field examinations made from 
1913 to 1916 it has been clearly demonstrated 
that the latent potentiality of the oil shale of 
this region as a source of petroleum is enor- 
mous. It is also known that there is locked-up 
in these shales a vast amount of nitrogen which 
can be recovered as a by-product in the refin- 
ing of the shale and used in the manufacture of 
fertilizers and explosives. With all this infor- 
mation at hand, the Government has consist- 
ently held that the oil-shale land should not be 
withdrawn, but should be classified as mineral 
land and made available to the public under 
the United States mining laws. Following this 
policy, the first classification of oil-shale lands 
was transmitted to the Commissioner of the. 
General Land Office by the Survey, May 23, 
1916. The only oil-shale lands in Colorado that 
have been withdrawn for Government purposes 
are those included in Naval Oil Shale Reserve | 
No. 1, Colorado No. 1, embracing 45,440 acres, 


approved Dec. 6, 1915. The lands included in 

the Naval Oil Shale Reserve are shown in Press 

Bulletin 321. 

From the above the deduction is drawn that the 
Government is not so anxious to conserve shale oil 
in the ground as it is to save the oil that comes in 
a fluid state from the wells. In California the con- 
servation policy of the Government closes large 
areas of oil land under its withdrawal program. 
If this is the right course to follow, why is an ex- 
ception made of shale-oil territory? ° 

Conservation of natural resources, under nor- 
mal circumstances, is favored by the majority of 
the people of the United States. But when an 
emergency comes in the form of war demand and 
vast quantities of petroleum are required to meet 
the nation’s needs and those of allied countries, 
would it not be a reasonable policy to recognize the 
exigencies of the situation by modifying some of 
the established peace-time methods and regulations? 
Would it not, in the case of withdrawn areas in 
California, for instance, be sensible to suspend 
some of those hard and fast restrictions now pre- 
yailing, so that oil may be more abundantly avail- 
able to drive the machinery of war? 

These are questions which Congress should study 
when certain proposed oil legislation comes up for 
consideration in the coming weeks. 





PRIVATE CONSUMERS HAVE PRIORITY. 





Pittsburgh gas consumers have been informed 
by David O. Holbrook, natural gas administrator, 
under war regulations, that the home will have 
priority over the industrial plant in the distribution 
of natural gas hereafter. 

After the residences are cared for, he said, those 
industries which are manufacturing munitions for 
the Government. will be supplied, but he declared 
that the “cheater” will be carefully watched. 

“The manufacturer who sells 2% of his product 
to the Government and 98% to private customers 
and then applies for gas as a maker of munitions, 
is doomed to disappointment,” said Mr. Holbrook. 

He told of the use of gas and said that the ‘com- 
panies supplying it have made 98% delivery. The 
2% of failure, he added, was due to extremely cold 
weather. In this regard he stated: 

“Every time the temperature drops 1 ape the 
demand for natural gas increases 12 Zero 
weather brings 100% greater demand for ous than 
freezing weather. Where is there a manufacturer 
that can increase his output 100% in 12 hours?” 
he asked. 

Mr. Holbrook said that natural gas could not be 
stored, that the demand was constantly increasing 
and the supply constantly diminishing. 





GOVERNOR SEIZES CARS OF COAL. 





Gov. James M. Cox, of Ohio, is a man of action. 
During the past week, when the people of the 
Buckeye State were clamoring for fuel, he listened 
to their appeals for warmth and, utterly ignoring 
the decrees of the Fuel Administration, took the 
problem into his own hands. Gov. Cox ordered the 
seizure of several trainloads of coal, then within 
the confines of the State, and in carload lots the 
fuel was distributed to points where it was most 
needed. This action was entirely contrary to orders: 
from Washington, but Gov. Cox is willing to rest 
his case on the principle of State rights as the 
latter may be affected by a fuel famine in zero 
weather. 





FUELS FOR THE LIBERTY MOTORS. 





From its Washington correspondent, The Journal 
learns that with more than 100 alleged superior 
motor fuels submitted to the Bureau of Mines and 
under examination by experts in an effort to select 
the best fuel for the Liberty motor and for the use 
of airships by American aviators and Allies of the 
United States in the war with Germany, the experts 
have at last.decided to make their decision. 

The Bureau of Mines has decided to submit three 
distinct fuels to be thoroughly tested. They will 
be subjected to very low-boiling and high-boiling 
tests and tried out under extreme conditions, sea- 
level pressures and pressures of high altitudes, to 
discover every possible quality they possess. The 
Government technologists will then have a basis on 
which to work’ out their problem of adopting the 
best motor fuel. 

These Government workers would like to decide 
upon a standard fuel for airships and motor trucks, 
but they are not all inclined to believe that a single 
fuel will answer equally well for all purposes, but 
a long series of tests will demonstrate the working 
advantages of the various kinds of fuel. 

Very much the same course is to be followed in 
developing the best lubricant to be used in con- 





nection with*the motor fuel. 


EFFORT TO COLLECT LARGE SUM. 





Attorney General Freeling, of this State, an- 
nounces that an interesting and important law case 
is to be instituted for the purpose of collecting 
inheritance tax on more than $6,000,000 of the es- 
tate of the late John D. Archbold. It is said that 
an administrator for the estate will probably be 
asked for by the State authorities. 

Corporation Commission figures show that John 
D. Archbold, deceased, owned 64,878 shares of Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Company stock, which has a great 
part of its interests in Oklahoma. It is contended 
by the Attorney General’s office that this stock 
should be assessed for an inheritance tax. Where 
the suit will be brought has not been determined 
by C. W: King, Assistant Attorney General, who has 
charge of the case. Action may be brought in New 
Jersey, Texas or in Oklahoma. 

It is more probable, according to Mr. King, that 
the suit will be brought in some county in this 
State, where the court will be asked to name a re- 
ceiver for the property of the Archbold estate in 
Oklahoma. 

What exemptions may be claimed by the Arch- 
bold heirs is not known, so the State cannot figure 
the amount of tax that will be collected if the suit 
is won, but it is certain to run into big figures. The 
Magnolia stock held by John D. Archbold had a par 
value of $1 a share and was worth considerably 
more than par value at the time of his death. 





TO HONOR THE INDIAN SOLDIERS. 





It is learned from Muskogee, Okla., that Gabe 
Kk. Parker, superintendent for the Five Civilized 
Tribes, is making a complete list of all Indians 
of the Five Civilized Tribes who have enlisted or 
liave been drafted in various branches of the mili- 
tary service. 

The list is to be sent to Cato Sells, Commissioner 
of Indian Aifairs, as a permanent record and roll 
of honor in the archives of the Indian Department 
of the Government. Oklahoma Indians are largely 
represented in the new United States army and 
they will give a good account of themselves in the 
strenuous days to come. 





SULPHURIC ACID FROM ZINC FUMES. 





Sulphuric acid is large used in the making of ex- 
plosives and Prof. Haworth, dean of the University 
of Kansas, sees an opportunity of obtaining it in 
large quantities in the West. The main supply of 
this acid will come from the zinc district around 
Baxter Springs, Kan., and Miami, Okla., and in part 
around the Joplin, Mo., zinc. district. The Joplin 
district was always known as one of the largest 
zine fields in America, but the discovery of the field 
around Baxter Springs, the extent of which is un- 
known, makes it the largest in the world. 

With this field being properly developed the out- 
put of zine will be enormous, and as this zinc is 
smelted the sulphur can be collected from the gases, 
making a supply of sulphur for sulphuric acid that 
will more than meet the demand in the United 
States during the war. 

At the present time about 10 per cent of the sul- 
phur is saved at these smelters. To save the en- 
tire supply no new process or invention is neces- 
sary, as the process has been in use in some places 
for thirty-five years. The United Zinc and Chemi- 
cal Company of Kansas is already one of the larg- 
est sulphuric acid producers in the Missouri Valley. 
This company uses the ores in the Joplin district. 
With Eastern concerns closed on account of the 
high cost of transporting minerals, the Western 
firms will enlarge their smelters and amply supply 
the entire United States, Prof. Haworth points out. 





INHERITANCE TAX OF $2,000,000. 





Collection by the State of Kentucky without a 
contest, of approximately $2,000,000 in inheritance 
taxes on the estate of the late Mrs. Robert Worth 
Bingham is reported. Announcement is made by 
officers of a Louisville trust company, administra- 
tors of the estate, to that effect. Mrs. Bingham, 
formerly Mrs. Henry M. Flagler, of New York, 
widow-of a famous oil man, left an estate valued at 
$80,000,000. She died at her home in Louisville 
last July. 





MEDIATOR REED’S NEW ASSIGNMENT. 





Announcement is made at Washington of the as- 
signment of Vernon Z. Reed, representing the De- 
partment of Justice, who was mediator in the suc- 
cessful settlement of the oil strike in California, as 
a strike settler in the Gulf Coast oil fields. 

The situation was brought to the attention of 
the Department of Labor by Representative Mc- 





Lemore, acting for the oil-field workers. 
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MEN KNOWN IN OILDOM | 








FRANK HASKELL 


Frank Haskell, vice president and general man- 
ager of the Tidal Oil Company and president of the 
Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association, has lived in 
the oil country since his childhood days. He was 
born in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1867, and the same 
year his parents moved to Pithole, Venango County, 
Pa. Later they located in Pleasantville, Pa., where 
Mr. Haskell grew to manhood. Then he entered the 
oil business as a worker on wells. He became 
an efficient driller and in due course branched out 
as a successful oil producer. In the latter capacity 
Mr. Haskell has been active in 10 States. He be- 
came associated with the Tide Water Pipe Com- 
pany 11 years ago, and when the Tidal Oil Company 
entered the field in the Mid-Continent, Mr. Haskell 
became a part of it. He is the largest individual 
stockholder in the company. 

Mr. Haskell was the unanimous choice of the 
members of the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Associa- 
tion for president of that organization when it came 
into being recently and he is devoting much atten- 
tion to it. 

He was married in 1896 to Miss Jane M. Brown, 
daughter of A. W. Brown, of Pleasantville, Pa., and 
they have three children, a son and two daughters. 
Mr. Haskell and family reside in Tulsa. 





Personal Paragraphs 





H. F. Sinclair, head of the Sinclair oil concerns, 
was a visitor in Tulsa last week. 
oe * * 
T. C. Wilson, a popular young oil man of this 
city, has joined the United States navy. 
ae * on 


James Sloan and J. R. Sharpe, Tulsa oil men, 
were visitors in Houston, Tex., recently. 
* * % 


B. O. Mehaffey, representing the Silurian Oil 
Company, arrived in Tulsa last week from St. 
Louis, Mo. 

* * a 

O. G. Bantley, an Oklahoma City oil man, who 
has interests in the Osage district, was in Tulsa 
last Friday. 

* a + 

State Auditor E. B. Howard, who is interested in 
oil production, was a visitor here from Oklahoma 
City last week. 

* * * 

Joseph P. Cappeau, Jr., and wife, of this city, 
leave for Pittsburgh, Pa., this week, to pass Christ- 
uwias with relatives. 

* 

J. H, Caldwell, of Robinson, Ill., well known in 
the oil business, was in Tulsa last week. Later he 
left for Titusville, Pa. 


Glenn T. Braden, Tulsa’s famous gas man, accom- 
panied by his wife, has gone to Sewickley, Pa., to 
spend the holiday season. 

* sd a 

Arthur Craver, of Tulsa, was in the Gulf Coast 
field last week, looking after a test in the Humble 
pool in which he is interested. 

* * 

J. H. Carson, of the Western Petroleum Company, 
arrived from Chicago in Tulsa last week, to attend 
to some business matters here. 

* * * 

O. F. Lindberg, an expert oil-tool machinist, of 
Bradford, Pa., who expects to locate in Tulsa, ar- 
rived here during the past week. 

* * * 

Charles Murphy, of St. Louis, Mo., who is asso- 
ciated with E. B. Howard, State Auditor, in the oil 
business, was in Tulsa on Saturday. 

* * * 

Cc. A. Pickens has resigned his position in the 
American National Bank, this city, to join the avia- 
tion corps of the United States army. 

* * * 

R. W. Mcllvain, of the Ohio Cities Gas Company, 
has been transferred from Tulsa to Columbus, O., 
the transfer being in the nature of a promotion. 

* * * 

J. S. Cosden, who has been made a member of 
the oil committee of the Council of National De- 
fense, returned to Tulsa last week from the East. 

* * * 

F. H. Thwyng, of Kansas, who is prominent in 
the oil business as a member of the Evans-Thwyng 
Refining Company, was a visitor in Tulsa last week. 

* * * 

B. E. Horrigan, the nitroglycerine man, who for 
some months has been busy in the Healdton field, 
this State, is passing the holiday season at his 
home in Tulsa. 

* * 
. John H. Markham, Jr., returned last week from 
a trip to Washington and New York, where he had 
been attending to matters relating to the Govern- 
ment’s oil supply. 
* 

Amos Whitten, of the Prairie Oil & Gas Company’s 
lease department, who has been in the Northwest 
on a vacation trip, has returned to Tulsa, much im- 
proved in health, 

aw * a 

E. M. Arnold, a Tulsa oil man has returned from 
a trip to Kansas fields, duly impressed with the 
progress that is being made there in getting oil 
out of the ground. 

* * 

S. E. Walker, of Warren, Pa., known to fame as 
a& newspaper man and an oil producer, has arrived 
from the East and is devoting attention to his Mid- 
Continent interests. 

* * & 

Edward W. Coady, formerly a Titusville (Pa.) 
young man, but for the past year an oil scout in the 
Healdton field, arrived here during the week to join 
the United States navy. 

* ca 

H. C. Farley, a Tulsa oil man, last week braved 
the rigors of a howling blizzard to look after. in- 
terests in the Wyoming field. The thermometers 
there registered from 8 to 10 degrees below zero. 

* * 8 


John J. McPherson, of Kansas City, was a visitor 
in Tulsa during the past week. He had been at 
Nowata, Okla., where he has oil interests. Mr. 
McPherson is also interested in the manufacture 
of gasoline. 

: * * #& 

Joe Rainey, who during the past seven years has 
been in charge of the Traders Oil Company in the 
Midway district, California, has been assigned to 
duty for that company in Oklahoma as a special 
representative. ~* 

* * & . 

W. L. Curtis, one of the best known oil men in 
the country and formerly prominent in the affairs 
of the Pure Oil Company, arrived here during the 
week from Bradford, Pa. He has large interests in 
the Mid-Continent. 

* * *& 

F. R. McGee, of Bakersfield, Cal., has arrived at 
Ardmore, Okla., to take charge, as superintendent, 
of the Cameron oil refining plant, now in course of 
construction. Charles Trimble, also of Bakersfield, 
will assist Mr. McGee. 

+ . 

A. H. Hoffman, accompanied by his wife, Dr. and 
Mrs. Jerriott and several others, all residents of 
Des Moines, Iowa, are at Muskogee, Okla., to see 
an oil well in which they are interested, drilled in. 
They are stockholders in the Oklahoma-Iowa Oil 





Company. 





S. P. Kennedy, a prominent oil man and capi- 
talist of Bradford, Pa., accompanied by his wife 
and Mrs. Bruce Matson, are registered at the Hotel 
Tulsa, this city. Mr. Kennedy has oil interests in 
the Mid-Continent fields and in the East. 

* * * 


R. E. Downing has returned from a trip to Ken- 
tucky and West Virginia and reports a superabun- 
dance of winter weather in those States and a con- 
sequent falling-off in oil-field activity. Mr. Downing 
expects a big increase in business in Kentucky and 
West Virginia in the epring. 

* 


P. J. Hurley, who holds the military title of 
major and is assistant to the judge advocate gen- 
eral of the United States army at Washington, was 
in Tulsa during the week, visiting friends. The 
major is a man of legal as well as military abilities 
and personally is very popular. 

* * * 


Harry S. Gwynne, formerly in charge of the Ard- 
more offices of the Carter Oil Company, and now 
a captain in the United States army, was a visitor 
last week in Ardmore from Camp Stanley, Leon 
Springs, Tex. He is to be assigned to an infantry 
regiment, and should be able to give a good account 
of himself in the matter of efficiency. That is one 
of his hobbies. 

* * & 

F. H. Chase, a well-known newspaper man, for- 
merly of the Pennsylvania oil country and later of 
Omaha, Neb., has been appointed as State publicity 
manager for the National War Savings Committee, 
Oklahoma division. His headquarters are in Mus- 
kogee. Last week, while in Tulsa, he stated that 
the prospects of the war savings movement were 
very encouraging. 

* * * 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Greis, M. J. Flanagan, 
John Wheeler, J. E. Flanagan and P. H. Gallagher, 
all of Tulsa; Mrs. O. D. Hennage, of Sapulpa, and 
J. F. Burke, of Buffalo, N. Y., who has been visit- 
ing in this city the past few weeks, left last week 
for Lima, O., where they attended the funeral of 
Mrs. J. P. Flanagan, who was killed in an automo- 
bile accident in Houston, Tex. 

* * a 


Congressman A. T. Chandler, representative of 
this district in Congress, was a visitor in Tulsa 
on Friday last. 
criticisms that have been made on the Secretary 
of the War Department. Oil men here are trying 
to interest nim in the proposition to extend the 
Osage oil-land leases from 1931 to 1959. Mr. 
Chandler is not in favor of the extension. 

* * * 


F. S. Coen, of the Tidal Oil Company, who spent 
seven months in the trenches “somewhere in 
France,” delivered an address at the court house, 
Nowata, Okla., recently, to the home guard and 
other citizens and his remarks were very interest- 
ing. He was one of the men who went out with 
Canada’s first expeditionary force and he was in 
the thickest of the fighting in the Ypres sector. 

% * * 


Paul Konz, of Tulsa,,who has been connected 
with the Sinclair interests in Oklahoma during the 
past 10 years, and T. H. Hammett, of the Sincjair 
Oil & Gas Company, have enlisted at St. Louis in 
the United States Marine Corps. They have been 
transferred to Paris Island, S. C., for preliminary - 
training. These young men are of the type that 
Uncie Sam is depending on to put the Kaiser into 
the discard. 

* * # 

William R. Jewell, of the firm of Sur & Jewell, 
petroleum geologists, is at Howard, Kan., making 
geological inspections for a New York concern. 
Harold J. Duncan, of the same firm, is engaged in 
similar work at Garnett, Kan. J. H. Carson, also 
connected with the firm named, is doing geological 
work at Rawiins, Wyo., while Homer Noble, repre- 
senting the Sur-Jewell firm, is studying oil-shale 
formations in Colorado. J. John S. Sur is at Bowl- 
ing Green, Ky., on geological inspections. The de- 
mand for the services of competent oil geologists is 
now greater than it ever has been in the history of 
the business. : 

* * *& “ 

George Tadder, of Chicora, Pa., was a caller at 
The Journal office a few days ago. Accompanied 
by his wife, he is en route to California to pass 
the winter months. Mr. Tadder is in the oil busi- 
ness. He is one of six brothers who served in the 
Union army during the Civil War and of the six is 
the survivdr. Five are dead. The family formerly 
lived at Wellsville, N. Y. “If I could trade with 
some of those young fellows now in the soldiering 
game,” said Mr. Tadder, “I would gladly do so. I 
would exchange my age for theirs and take on the 
job they have had wished upon them. But I am 
73 years old and that makes a difference. They 
wouldn’t trade.” 


He refused to comment on the . 
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Oil and Gas News Condensed 





At Wilmington, Del., the Traders’ Oil Corpora- 
tion has been incorporated with capital stock of 
$8,500,000. 


Union Oil Company, of California, has built a 
derrick 108 feet high in the Lost Spring territory 
of Wyoming. 

Lone Star Gas Company has declared a regular 
quarterly dividend of 2%, payable Dec. 30 to stock 
of record Dec. 22, 


Federal Oil Company is the name of a new con- 
cern recently chartered at Dover, Del., and capi- 
talized at $1,000,000. 


Snow is two feet deep in some of the Indiana oil 
fields and drilling has: been stopped, so a dispatch 
from Petersburg asserts. 


Severe winter weather had the effect of shutting 
down operations on many drilling wells in Mid- 
Continent regions last week. 


El Dorado’s newest refinery concern is the Rail- 
road Men‘s Refining Company, capital stock $50,000. 
The charter was granted recently. 


At Helena, Mont., the Quadrangle Oil Company 
las filed articles of incorporation, with capital stock 
of $500,000, the par value of shares being 10 cents. 


According to the views of a New York magazine 
writer, the Italian army’s retreat from its advanced 
position in Austria was due, largely, to a lack of 
gasoline. 


With increased pipe-line facilities, Kentucky’s 
oil output will soon exceed the coal production of 
the State, according to figures of the Tax Com- 
mission. 


At Goose Creek, last week, three members of the 
I. W. W. were arrested by Federal officers for 
alleged connection with the strike of oil-field work- 
ers in Gulf Coast regions. 


According to Wooster (O.) information, the 
county infirmary grounds there bring an income 
to the county of $1,000 a month in royalty on seven 
oil wells. Taxes are to be reduced. 


Arkansas City, Kan., advices announce that Frank 
Richey, an oil man, has disposed of 2,000 acres of 
oil leases southeast of Arkansas City in the vicinity 
of the Denton farm, for $30 per acre. 


Dallas, Tex., notwithstanding recent expectations 
owing to Oklahoma gas, is not adequately supplied, 
according to reports from that city. The new pres- 
sure is not strong enough, it is claimed. 


On Dec. 19, the Standard Oil Company of New 
York announced an advance of 1 cent a gallon in 
the price of kerosene for domestic use. The new 
prices are 14 cents in barrels and 10 cents tank- 
wagon basis. 

James McLister, of Bothwell, Canada, a practical 
oil man, has gone to England to do some experi- 
mental drilling for the Anglo-Persian Company in 
the United Kingdom, according to advices from 
Chatham, Ont. 


Cincinnati capitalists are forming a corporation 
to develop a tract of 60,000 acres in the heart of 
the Wyoming oil fields. Plans for the company are 
fast taking shape and a definite organization is 
soon expected. 

At Ardmore, Okla., B. W. Hamilton, of Bradford, 
Pa., is exhibiting an underreamer which is said to 
be proof against the loss of lugs in the hole. It is 
known as the Harkness reamer, and oil men are 
much interested in it. 


Cambridge Gas Company, Cambridge City, Ind., 
has filed a petition with the Public Service Com- 
mission asking permission to issue $60,000 preferred 
stock. The money is to be used to pay for improve- 
ments, according to the petition. 


Columbus, O., has a deficit in municipal revenues 
which it hopes to make up by a decision in a case 
brought by the city against the Federal Gas & Fuel 
Company, involving over $400,000. If the city loses 
the suit a loan will be arranged. 

J. W. McClurg, representing Pittsburgh interests, 
offers to give Wheeling, W. Va., a new gas system 
at a 60-cent rate. Wheeling now pays 30 cents for 
gas to an established company and the new propo- 
sition is not exciting much enthusiasm. 


Joseph Depew has resigned as chief of police at 
Muskogee, Okla., to engage in the work of watch- 
ing oil property for a large concern in the Mid- 
Continent regions, as chief of detectives. Mr. 
Depew has a splendid record as an officer. 

Imports of petroleum into the United Kingdom 
for the week ending Nov. 5, last, were more than 
10,700,000 gallons, a decrease of approximately 
2,000,000 gallons from that of the week ending 
Oct. 29, according to the Petroleum Review, of 
London. 





At Pittsburgh, Pa., last week on Monday, ther- 
mometers indicated 10 degrees below zero. There 
was a gas shortage and, in consequence, much suf- 
fering. Ten deaths on that date were reported to 
have been due to the cold wave in the Pittsburgh 
district. 

Much interest is shown in a test well that is 
being drilled near Roundup, Mont., by the Roundup 
Oil & Gas Company on the Petaja ranch. At 140 
feet a gas pocket was struck and there were shale- 
oil showings. Leases are being taken up in the 
vicinity. 


Operators in the Fox district, Oklahoma, have 
concluded that oil is not to be obtained there in 
the abundant quantities which some interests had 
expected. ‘The conviction is now quite well estab- 
lished that Fox is a gas-producing district of the 
first rank and not an oil pool. 


The Pine Valley Oil Company was recently incor- 
porated under the laws of the State of Iowa. Its 
headquarters are at Burlington, Ia. The officers 
of the company are Charles Wright, president; J. 
H. Ritchey, vice president; Ray A. Wild, secretary, 
and Fred E. Koch, treasurer. 


Osage Hominy Oil Company has declared its last 
dividend, payable Dec. 28, the amount being 24%4%. 
Gn Jan. 1 Osage Hominy will be absorbed by the 
Cklahoma Froducing & Refining Company, and 
stockholders of record Dec. 18 will get their last 
dividend from the old company. 


Great Bend, Kan., is much interested in the 
announcement that the Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany will drill a test well in Arkansas River bot- 
toms to a depth of 3,500 feet. The hole had been 
drilled by the Cheyenne Oil & Gas Company and 
is now turned over to the Prairie. 


Business conditions throughout Oklahoma and 
other States which comprise Federal Reserve Bank 
District No. 10, as compared with last year, are 
exceedingly better and more substantially im- 
proved, according to a report issued by the Federal 
Reserve Bank at Kansas City, Mo. 


Ohio Oil Company has completed a new well, 
estimated to be good for from 800 to 900 barrels 
a day on the Big Muddy field tract, Wyoming, 
owned jointly with the Merritt Oil Company. Sev- 
eral additional Merritt wells are nearing oil sands 


‘/and are expected to be completed shortly. 


Owing to litigation to ascertain who is authorized 
to inspect oil in Indiana and pending a decision by 
the State Supreme Court on the question, Indiana 
has no oil inspection. Political appointments are 
mixed up with the issue and partisan differences 
are paramount features of the controversy. 


Buffalo gas consumers are worrying because of a 
proposed increase in the gas rates there amounting 
te 5 cents a thousand for small and 10 cents for 
the larger consumers. The press of the city is 
pounding the Iroquois Natural Gas Company for its 
action in the matter and much opposition has been 
aroused. 


According to a Wichita (Kan.) dispatch, a syndi- 
cate of Wichita men, headed by S. T. Joselyn, has 
paid $100,000 for a one-sixteenth royalty interest 
in the 160 acres in the southeast quarter of Section 
22-26-4. The land is owned by Deering J. Marshall, 
a former Wichita shoe clerk, who has made a for- 
tune in oil. 


Home guards in the oil fields and in the indus- 
trial districts of Kansas are to be equipped with 
Springfield rifles from the Government, Adjutant 
General Charles S. Huffman announces. Five hun- 
dred rifles and 10,000 rounds of ammunition from 
the War Department will be distributed among the 
organizations. 


Manufacturers Light & Heat Company has filed 
with the Public Service Commission at Harrisburg, 
Pa., supplements to its tariff, effective on Jan. 1, 
1918, striking out and cancelling the classification 
and rates of “industrial consumers” and discounts 
to “industrial consumers,” as shown on the varidus 
pages of its tariff. : 


In Ohio, near Big Prairie, there is a _ lively 
scramble for gas by the Logan, East Ohio and 
Medina gas companies to tap the gas in the under- 
lying strata. The competing companies’ wells are 
clustered up in close proximity. In one instance, 
it is said, only a fence separates two wells. Speedy 
exhaustion of the field is predicted. 

United Natural Gas Company, in the Jefferson 
County (Pa.) gas field, has finally struck a big 
gasser. The well, which was drilled in on the farm 
of A. E. and M. S. Galbraith, is producing at the 
rate of 13,000,000 cubic feet of gas a day. The 
well was the largest ever struck in Jefferson County 
and was drilled to a depth of 2,720 feet. 


At Harrisburg, Pa., recently, the hearing in the 





Fayette County Gas Company complaints from 


Uniontown and Connellsville was concelled by the 
Public Service Commission because an appeal from 
a decision cf the Commission in regard to inter- 
state transportation of gas-had been filed and appli- 
cation made to have it act as a supersedeas. 


Equitable Gas Company, Allegheny Heating Com- 
pany and Monongahela Natural Gas Company, oper- 
ating in Pittsburgh and other parts of Allegheny, 
Armstrong, Greene, Washington and Westmoreland 
Counties, Pennsylvania, have filed with the Public 
Service Commission a new tariff of rates for the 
supply of natural gas, to become effective Dec. 24, 
1917. 


In the Mosa field, Middlesex County, Ont., a well 
drilled by Johnson & Hyatt, of Petrolia, is reported 
to be a producer, but its output has not been made 
known publicly. There is some activity in that 
section and FP. J. Carman is said to have brought in 
a 25-barrel well. George H. Anderson, an American 
cil man representing large interests, is expected 
to start operations there soon. 


Atlantic Refining Company has placed an order 
for two additional tankers with the Union Iron 
Works, of San Francisco. These tankers are of 
approximately 7,445 tons gross, and with four others 
building at this plant and the recently launched 
J. E. O’Neill, total seven oil tankers ordered from 
these works. Atlantic Refining Company is handling 
about 12,000,000 barrels of crude oil a year at its 
refineries. 


On Dec. 12 a 48-hour embargo was declared on 
Frisco railroad lines in Oklahoma. No carload 
shipments except coal, livestock and perishable 
goods were received until Friday morning. The 
Frisco company, in notifying the Railroad Com- 
mission, made a request that all tank cars and coal 
cars be rushed to loading stations at once so they 
may be reloaded and sent to relieve the fuel short- 
age in the western part of the State. 

Dr. A. A. Johnson, geologist, and Alfred Steele, 
president of the Carmania Oil & Refining Com- 
pany, have made a thorough examination of Sec- 
tion 36-39-78 west, in Wyoming, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining the most logical spot for the 
location of a deep well. They decided on the loca- 
tion and material for the erection of a standard rig 
is now being assembled on the ground. This will 
be Carmania Oil Company’s well No. 3. 


West Virginia Public Service Commission has 
given notice that the Hope Natural Gas Company 
has filed an application before that body for author- 
ity to change its rates. An order has been entered 
by the Commission fixing the date of the hearing 
for Jan. 15 at the capitol building in Charleston 
and leave is granted any person interested to file 
objections on or before that date or can appear 
before the Commission and make such objections 
as they deem proper. 

While many of the railroads centering at Dallas 
are having difficulty in getting coal, either as a 
result of scarcity of cars or the tightness of the 
coal reserve by the Federal Fuel Administrator, the 
Dallas Railway Company is not experiencing this 
difficulty, says the Dallas News. Current for mov- 
ing the company’s cars is furnished by the Dallas 
Power & Light Company, which uses oil for its 
fuel. The’ company is obtaining its oil under a 
contract made before the big increase in price. 


If the movement to drill test wells in Great Brit- 
ain is not stopped by legislation of an unfavorable 
character, it is said that wells will be drilled in 
the south of England and in Wales, where seep- 
ages are located. There are large shale deposits 
in Norfolk and probably deyelopment:work will be 
undertaken there. Oil possibilities are also said 
to exist in Yorkshire, Cambridgeshire and Lincoln, 
in Lancashire, Shropshire and Somerset and along 
the western coast. Norfolk shales run 30 to 40 
imperial gallons of oil to the ton, much of this being 
practically liquid and easily distilled. 


Useful Lives Are Ended — 


J. D. Russell, aged 65 years, died at his home in 
Sugar Grover, Pa., Dec. 9. He was a pioneer in the 
natural gas business and the first man to pipe gas 
into Sugar Grove for use in stoves and lights. His 
wife and two daughters survive. 


James Sheakley, first Governor of Alaska, former 
Pennsylvania Congressman and an oil producer 
whose activities began on Oil Creek, near Titus- 
ville, Pa., in the early ’60s, died at Greenville, Pa., 
Dec. 10. He operated in various Pennsylvania oil 
fields and in the West and was successful. In 
public life his career was full of interesting experi- 
ences—especially in connection with Alaskan af- 
fairs. Deceased was born in Mercer County, Pa., 
in 1829, He was a descendant of Revolutionary 
stock. : 
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The Home of 


This big, modern plant in Oil City, on 
the Allegheny River, is the result of the 
growth of our business, from a small start 
thirty-seven years ago. Ours is the largest 
industry in Oil City, and perhaps the 
largest of its kind in the world. 


National Transit Pumps « Engines 


Our aim is now, and always has been, to 
build the highest-quality steam and power 
pumps, gas and oil engines, and miscel- 
laneous pipe line equipment; and our 
growth is pretty good proof that we’ve 
been on the right track. 


We will welcome an opportunity to figure on your 


requirements in this line. 


Address Dept. ‘‘K’’. 


NATIONAL TRANSIT 
‘PUMP AND MACHINE COMPANY 


Main offices and factories, OIL CITY, PA. ? 
District Offices in NEW YORK, PHILADELPHIA, PITTSBURGH, KANSAS CITY 
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Oklahoma-Kansas Fields 


By JAMES McINTYRE 


COLD WEATHER CHECKS DRILLING. 





Ten days of intensely cold weather, 
which the “oldest inhabitant’ declares 
was the coldest and most disagreeable in 
his recollection, resulted in practically 
shutting down everything in the Kansas 
and Oklahoma oil fields. Kansas was 
harder hit than Oklahoma, judging from 
the reports from the fields of both States. 
In Butler County, which is Kansas’ big 
producing county, only six completions 
were reported for the week and drilling 
operations met with an enforced stoppage 
because everything was frozen up. In 
Oklahoma, including the Healdton field, 
the number of completions reported was 
only 42 and the new production was only 
3,027 bbls., much less than half of what 
it was the week previous. The falling 
off in production in the Mid-Continent 
last week was variously reported by those 
in a position to know from 40,000 bbls. a 
day upward. One man who represents 
large producing and refining interests, 
put it as high as 70,000 bblis., but another 
company which keeps tab on both States 
says the production of Oklahoma and 
Kansas decreased 40,000 bbls. daily. 


The reports from the wells completed 


lack interest this week. Most of the few 


that came in were small and their loca- 
tions of no importance. Mystery still 
hangs over the Red Hill Oil & Gas Co.’s 
test in Section 23-23-21 west, Woodward 
‘County, 
have a hole full of oil, but which they 
have shut away from the curious after 
giving them one peek a week or so ago. 
The well is owned by Woodward County 
men, who have boarded up the derrick, 
put a barricade of barbed wire around the 
rig and warned everyone to keep off the 
premises. A sample of the oil from the 
well -has reached Tulsa, and the expert 
who had the sample said he would like 
to. convince himself that the oil was born 
in that particular well. 

The Cosden Oil & Gas Co. has just com- 
pleted a rank duster in Woods County, 
14 miles northwest of Alva and 40 miles 
northeast of the Red Hill Oil & Gas Co.’s 
mystery in Woodward County. The Cos- 
den well was drilled 3,800 feet, and it is 
said that it did not get a single showing. 
The well is on the Drake farm in Section 
8-27n-16w. 

Maintains Initial Production. 


The Okmulgee Producing & Refining 
Co.’s well on the Huckaby farm in the 
southwest of the southeast of the south- 
west quarter of Section 25-14-11, Okmul- 
gee County, which was drilled from a pro- 
ductive sand at 1,900 feet to a depth of 
2,239 feet, where it encountered a richly 
producing sand, is showing as well now 
as wehen it began flowing over a week 
ago . When six feet in the sand the well 
flowed 218 bbls. in 10 hours, and this 
week it was flowing at the rate of 400 
bbls. a day. It has not been drilled 
deeper. It is a rich find for company. 
In Section 22-14-11, in the south half of 
the southwest quarter, the Savoy Oil Co. 
has abandoned its No. 1 on the J. Thomp- 
son farm at a depth of 2,370 feet. 

The Englert Oil Co., on the David Smith 
farm, in the northwest corner of the 
southeast quarter of the southeast quar- 


the owners of which claim they. 





ter of Section 3-14-15, reached the’ sand 
on Monday afternoon at 1,407 feet and 
the well began making a lot of gas, as 
the same company’s first well on the 
same farm did a short time ago just be- 
fore it came in a gusher producer. The 
second test found the sand at the same 
depth in both wells. Drilling was im- 
mediately stopped, as the owners ex- 
pected a big well and began at once to 
prepare for it. 


White Turned Down Fortune. 


Wood & MclIntyre’s failure on the 
White farm in the northwest corner of 
the southeast quarter of Section 9-26-5, 
Butler County, is on a lease for which its 
owner, William Allen White, of Emporia, 
Kansas, was, it is said, offered $100,000, 
which he refused. The well was drilled 
to about 2,800 feet and it is reported that 
the owners are getting ready to pull the 
casing preparatory to abandoning the well. 

In the Tulsa district, F. A. Gillespie 
completed No. 9, on Lot 104, in the north- 
west of the southeast quarter of Section 
31-21-12. It is a 60-bbl. well after a shot. 
The same owner completed a 10-bbl. well 
in No. 2, on Lot 103, in the southeast 
quarter of Section 32-12-12. The Texas 
Oil Co. has a dry hole at 2,150 feet in 
No: 4, Lot 103, in the southeast of the 
southwest of the northwest quarter of 
Section 33-21-12. In the Red Fork dis- 
trict, on the George Colbert farm, Kill- 
man and others’ No. 5, in the center of 
the southwest of the southeast of the 
southwest quarter of Section 29-19-12, is 
dry at 1,821 feet. In the Glenn pool, Seth 
Ely has a 15-bbl. well in. No. 5 on the 
Barnes farm, in the southwest quarter 
of Section 18-17-12. In the Bird Creek 
district, the Tidal Oil Co.’s No. 12 on the 
Archer farm, in the southeast quarter of 
Section 23-30-12, is a 12-bbl. producer. D. 
Lampton has a 20-bbl. well in No. 1 on 
the John Childers farm, in the southeast 
quarter of Section 34-18-14, in the Broken 
Arrow district, and M. K. Clover com- 
pleted No. 11, in Section 36-18-14, and 
has a 10-bbl. well. 


Okmulgee County. 

In Okmulgee County, in the Mounds dis- 
trict, the Minnehoma Oil Co. completed 
No. 2 on the Welch farm, in Section 14- 
16-12, and after a shot the well showed 
for a 25-bbl. pumper. At Hamilton 
Switch, the Topaz Oil Co. finished a 
duster at 2,260 feet. It is No. 2, located 
in the center of the southeast of the 
northeast quarter of Section 24-15-11, on 
the Cobb farm. In the Tiger Flats sec- 
tion, McMahon & Vorhees completed a 
15-bbl. well in No. 2 on the Hawkins 
farm, in the southwest quarter of Section 
36-12-11. In Section 13-18-11, J. O. Mitchell 
has a test on the Postoak farm which 
started off as an 18,000,000-foot gas well, 
but which later developed into ah oil well, 
the exact output of which was yet un- 
certain at last report. Kimbley and oth- 
ers drilled a dry hole on the Haynes 
farm, in Section 36-14-12, and King and 
others completed a duster on the same 
farm. The Oklahoma Producing & Refin- 
ing Co.’s No. 2 on the Colbert farm, in 
Section 16-14-14, has been abandoned. 
Waite Phillips has a 10-bbl. well in No. 
10 on the Bowman farm, in Section 32- 
13-13. Dr. Hensley completed a 25-bbl. 





producer on the Scott farm, in Section 
23-13-14. Waite Phillips’ No. 8 on the 
Bowman farm, in Section 32-13-13, is good 
for 30 bbls. W. J. Newton and others 
drilled to 2,255 feet before they abandoned 
their well, No. 2 on the Stein farm, in 
the Henryetta district, Section 8-12-14. 
The well was located in the northeast 
corner of the northwest quarter. Bald 
Hill showed nothing but fair or small 
wells in the few completions reported 
from that district. Moore and others’ 
No. 6, in the northwest of the southeast 
of Section 1-15-14, is a 20-bbl. producer. 
The Texas Oil Co. has a duster at 1,336 
feet on the McIntosh farm, in the north- 
east of the northeast quarter of Section 
1-15-14. In the northeast of the south- 
east quarter of the same section H. L. 
Armstrong has a 20-bbl. well in his No. 2. 
The Carter Oil Co.’s No. 19 on the Rentie 
farm, in Section 3-15-14, is a 10-bbl. well. 

The Tickel farm, in Section 31-29-1 east, 
Kay County, which was classed as out- 
side stuff until the Sinclair Oil & Gas 
Co. completed a deep-sand well after 
nearly two years of drilling operations, 
comes into prominence again this time 
with a shallow-sand producer good for 
400 bbls. The Spencer Oil Co.’s No. 2, in 
the southeast corner of the southwest 
of the northeast quarter of Section 31, 
found a pay sand at 1,955 and is eight feet 
in. It is the best shallow-sand well in 
the Blackwell region. It is also the 
farthest north of any well in an upper 
sand in Kay County. 


Bartlesville Completions Few. 


Only a few completions were reported 
from the Bartlesville district. The Dela- 
ware Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 5 on the Over- 
lees farm, in Section 32-26-13, is a 20-bbl. 
well. H. B. Campbell and others com- 
pleted No. 7 on the H. Craig farm, in 
Section 9-28-15, and have a 65-bbl. well. 
I. Heffner’s No. 1 on the Rinehart farm, 
in Section 27-16-14, is dry. Two gas wells 
were completed. No. 1 of E. V. Crowell 
on the W. H. McDaniels farm, in Section 
33-29-14, and No. 1 of Groth & Waldron 
on the M. Crittenden farm, in Section 
20-26-14. William Hamilton’s No. 2 on 
the R. Knight farm, in Section 29-27-13, 
started off at 100 bbls. The Geneva Oil 
Co. shot No. 2 on the Holmes farm, in 
Section 32-28-13, and responded with a 75- 
bbl. production. 

Muskogee County was as barren of in- 
teresting news as other counties. The 
Oklahoma-Iowa Oil Co. completed a 30- 
bbl. well on the Harrison farm, in the 
northwest quarter of Section 2-14-15. The 
Navajo Oil Co. got a 3,000,000-foot gasser 
at 1,962 feet in its No. 2 on the Sevier 
farm, in the southwest quarter of Sec- 
tion 11-13-15, and the Penn-Wyoming Co., 
whose No. 5 on the Siah Dan farm was a 
big well, completed a 10-bbl. producer in 
No. 6 on the same farm, in Section 14- 
13-15. 

In the Maramec district, Pawnee Coun- 
ty, north of the Yale pool, Kennedy and 
others completed a dry hole on the Pat- 
rick farm, in the southeast corner of the 
northeast quarter of Section 36-21-6. The 
well was drilled to a depth of 2,907 feet. 
In the Yale pool, the Texas Oil Co. com- 
pleted a 250-bbl. well in sand from 3,111 
feet to 3,158 feet on the West farm, in 
the northeast corner of the northwest 
quarter of Section 1-19-5. It was shot 
with 20 quarts of explosive. This was 
the only completion reported in Payne 
County during the week. Kay County 
reported only one deep-sand well fin- 
ished and that was a small producer. 
The Bermont Oil Co.’s No. 2 on the Dil- 





worth farm, in the northwest corner of 
the northeast quarter of Section 5-28-1 
east, was drilled to a depth of 3,426 feet, 


with the top of the sand at 3,417 feet, and - 


it proved a 25-bbl. well, small pickings 
for a hole that cost perhaps $60,000 to 
drill. A dry hole in the Billings district, 
in Noble County, was all that was re- 
ported from there. Hanson and others 
drilled it on the Deal farm, in the north- 
east corner of the northwest of the north- 
west quarter of Section 24-23-2 west. The 
well was abandoned at 1,630 feet. 


Drilling Old Welis Deeper. 


Two old Wheeler sand wells drilled to 
the Skinner in the Cushing district 
proved producers. They were drilled by 
the Prairie Oil & Gas Co., one being No. 6 
on the-Bruner farm, in the northwest of 
the northwest quarter of Section 29-18-7, 
and the other No. 4 on thé same farm and 
in the same general location. No. 4 found 
the Skinner sand at °2,409-29 feet and is 
good for 50 bbis. and No. 6 found it at 
2,416-30 feet and is a 40-bbl. well. Both 
were shot. The Eastern Oil Co. has a 
250-bbl. well, flowing naturally from the 
Layton sand at 1,552-1,609 feet, in its No. 
6 on the Turnbow farm, in the southwest 
corner of the southwest quarter of Sec- 
tion 12-17-7. The same company has rigs 
up for Nos. 7 and 8 on the same farm. 
The Cushing Development Co. completed 
a dry hole at 3,010 feet, No. 1 on the 
Benson farm, in the northeast corner of 
the southwest quarter of Section 30-17-7. 
The Prairie Oil & Gas Co. got a 100-bbl. 
well on the Jacobs farm, in the northeast 
corner of the southeast quarter of Section 
15-18-7. The Tucker sand was reached at 
a depth of 2,897 feet and continued to 
2,989 feet. There was a gas sand at 2,957 
feet and oil sand at 2,985 feet. It was 
shot with 10 quarts. 


Good Wells in Pawnee. 


The Cleveland district presents the best 
showing of the week with a couple of 
good-sized producing wells and others that 
will pay out. The good lease of John H. 
Markham, Jr., on the Kimbley farm pre- 
sented him with a 260-bbl. well from the 
Skinner sand at 2,572-92 feet, and is in 
the northwest corner of the southwest of 
the northeast quarter of Section 21-20-7. 
It was given a 10-quart shot. The Prairie 
Oil & Gas Co. completed a good well in 
its No. 9 on the Hosic farm, in the north- 
west of the southeast quarter of Section 
21-20-7. It was drilled to the Skinner 
sand at 2,581-2,604 feet and started to 
flow naturally, putting 170 bbls. in the 
tank the first 24 hours. The Mayfield Oil 
& Refining Co.’s No. 4 on the Mayfield 
farm is a 50-bbl. well from the Bartles- 
vilie sand ‘at 2,350-75 feet. It was shot 
with 80 quarts. The well is located in 
the northeast of the southeast of Section 
11-20-8. Black & Adams completed a 
Skinner sand well good for 35 bbls. in 
No. 5 on the Bland farm, in the north- 
west quarter of Section 35-19-7, and the 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. has a 25-bbl. weli 
from the Skinner on-the Bruner farm, in 
the northwest quarter of Section 35-19-7. 

The Carter Oil Co. completed a 30-bbl. 
well in the northeast of the southeast 
quarter of Section 5-21-10. The Osage 
district was frozen up like the rest of 
the field and wells that might have been 
completed during the past week will have 
to wait for more propitious weather. 


Butler County’s Contributions. 
Butler County, Kansas, has a vast num- 


ber of wells which were rendered idle ‘ 


and the usual number of completions 
was sadly cut down. Bradford and oth- 
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IFAR-STRETCHING ACRES OF CRUDE 


“INTERNATIONAL ~ ARDMORE’S” 
immensely productive oil properties 
are distributed widely over the Mid- 
Continent field. 

Thus the crude output is practically 
independent of conditions applying 
to a particular locality. Only a com- 
bination of mischances could affect 
this steady stream from old “mother 
earth.” 


Our extensive refineries at Cushing 
and Ardmore, Okla., are amply able 
to take care of the 10,000 barrels 
daily output from these wells. 


Ample tank cars, too, are available 
for the prompt movement to our 
patrons of the high-grade, strictly 
straight run products manufactured 
by this company. 


Keep This in Mind. 
INTERNATIONAL-ARDMORE REFINING DIVISION 
THE OHIO CITIES GAS COMPANY 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 


International Refinery: Cushing, Okla. 


Ardmore Refinery: Ardmore, Okla. 
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Can Be Quickly Put Out With 
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FIERCE FIRE OF 
GASOLINE SOAKED 
KINDLING 


RWIN Firefoam Extinguishers 


TRY THIS TEST—THE RESULTS WILL SURPRISE YOU 


Fill a barrel to within six inches of the top with water. 
Now pour in a gallon of gasoline, toss in a lighted 
match. After allowing the fire to burn 30 seconds, try 
any fire extinguisher you may have to put out the fire. 


Most economical for tank protection. 


Erwin Manufacturing Company 








COMPLETELY SMOTHERED 
IN 40 SECONDS 
WITH ONE 5 GALLON 
ERWIN FIREFOAM. . 
EXTINGUISHER... 











When you have failed, write for prices and circular matter 
describing ERWIN Firefoam extinguishers. A three gallon 
ERWIWN Firefoam extinguisher will put out three barrels of 
burning gasoline in 20 seconds. ERWIN. Firefoam portable 
apparatus is built in all sizes from 14% to 800 gallons. 


Write us today. 


Dept. K. Milwaukee, Wis. 
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ers’ No. 1 on the Hill farm, in the south- 
west corner of the southeast quarter of 
Section 34-24-5, was abandoned at 2,630 
feet. It was dry. The Carter Oil Co. 
completed a 150-bbl. well in No. 21 on the 
Porter farm, in the center of the west 
line of the northwest quarter of Section 
1-26-4. It got the sand from 2,378 to 2,438 
feet. The Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s No.1 
on the Paulson farm, in the northeast 
corner of the southeast quarter of Sec- 
tion 2-26-4, got the sand from 2,357 to 
2,420 feet and is good for 250 bbls. The 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s No. 1 on the 
Tague farm, in the southeast quarter of 
the northeast quarter of Section 13-26-4, 
is a 100-bbl. well from sand at 2,453 to 
2,498 feet in depth. The Mid-Kansas Oil 
Co. has a failure in No. 16 on the Shreve 
farm, in the northwest corner of the 
southwest quarter of Section 14-28-4. It 
was abandoned at a depth of 2,576 feet. 

Chautauqua County reports several com- 
pletions of good wells. Guy Berry’s No. 2 
on the Edwards farm, in Section 34-34-10, 
which was first reported to be a 150-bbl. 
well, is now said to be good for 200 bbls. 
a day. No. 3 Keenan is a 200-bbl. weil 
on the swab. The location of this well 
is not given. William Casement’s deep 
well in Section 9-34-11 is said by its own- 
ers to be good for 100 bbls. Nothing im- 
portant was reported from other Kansas 
fields. 

Oil in Arkansas. 


From Scott County, Arkansas, comes 
the report that Krafft and others have a 
well showing a low-gravity oil at 2,600 
feet. The well is located 12 miles south- 
west of Waldron, in Scott County. A 
broken soft sand above the two feet of 
pay so far drilled into is caving badly, 
but it is said that the hole has filled 2,000 
feet with oil. 

Butler County Production. 


A knowledge of the productiveness of 
the various farms making up the Butler 
County fields can be had from a study of 
the production report of that field for the 
month of November. Taking the com- 
panies alphabetically, the average daily 
production is given below, the operators, 
farm, number of wells producing on the 
farm and the average daily runs from 
the wells being set down in the order 
named. 

A-1 Oil Co., Bush, 1 well, 
1 well, 21 bbis. 

Big Walnut Oil Co., Crabb, 2 wells, 16 
bbls. 

Cc. W. Brown, Brown, 2 wells, 13 bbls. 

Carter Oil Co., Looman, 8 wells, 200 
bbls. 

Cosden Oil Co., Anderson, 8 wells, 430 
bbls.; Bates, 4 wells, 233 bbls.; Beck, 9 
wells, 261 bbls.; Smock, 3 wells, 217 bbls.; 
Suits, 6 wells, 108 bbls. 

Derby and others, Wright, 2 wells, 73 
bbls. 

Empire Gas & Fuel Co., Brant, 2 wells, 
53 bbls.; Brown, 13 wells, '399 bbls. ; Cease, 
2 wells, 18 bbls.; Chance, 1 well, 28 bbls.; 
Collins, 2 wells, 99 bbls.; Crabb, 1 well, 9 


67 bbls.; Fox, 


bbls.; Cunningham, 13 wells, 300 bbls.; 
Curry, 5 wells, 103 bbls.; Elder, 5 wells, 
13 bbis.; Feltham, 16 wells, 556 bbls.; 
Graves, 1 well, 10 bbls.; Haines, 6 wells, 
232 bblis.; Haskins, 8 wells, 229 bbls.; 
Hazlett, 3 wells, 133 bbls.; King, 2 wells, 
36 bbls.; Kirkpatrick, 11 wells, 3,005 bbls.; 


Long, 5 wells, 282 bb!s.; Love, 10 wells, 
725 bblis.; Martin, 5 wells, 140 bbls.; Mil- 
ler, 8 wells, 756 bbls.; Moyle, 27 wells, 
1,017 bbls.; Penley, 27 wells, 978 bbls.; 
Ralston, 23 wells, 459 bbls.; Riddle, 2 
wells, 57 bbis.; Rierson, 2 wells 36 bbls.; 
Scully, 5 wells, 362 bbis.; Scully, 16 wells, 
744 bbis.; Skaer, 5 wells, 70 bbls.; Smock, 
16 wells, 366 bblis.; Starkey, 4 wells, 287 
bbls.; BE. Varner, 20 wells, 2,002 bbls.; E. 
Varner, 10 wells, 149 bbls.; F. Varner, 22 
wells, 1,216 bbls.; Wallace, 6 wells, 319 
bbls. 

Eureka Oil Co., Knutson, 3 wells, 84 
bbis. 





Fairview Oil Co., Denton, 3 wells, 44 
bbls. ° 

Freed Oil Co., Freed, 2 wells, 25 bbls.; 
Guest, 3 wells, 111 bbls. 

Haines and others, Crabb, 2 wells, 26 
bbls. 

Haverhill Petroleum Co., Smock, 2 wells, 
272 bbls. 

Huston and others, Alexander, 3 wells, 
34 bbls. 

Liberty Oil Co., Bell, 5 wells, 39 bbls. 

Leonard and others, Denton, 21 wells, 
502 bbls. 


Magnolia Petroleum Co., Anderson, 14 
wells, 733 bbls.; Carter, 4 wells, 191 bbls.; 
Deal, 6 wells, 119 bbls.; Foster, 38 wells, 
874 bbls.; Kramer, 15 wells, 330 bbls.; 
Palmer, 9 wells, 212 bbls.; Robertson, 3 
wells, 95 bbls.; Suits, 7 wells, 274 bbls.; 
Wilson, 3 wells, 55 bbls. 


Monitor Oil & Gas Co., Brown, 11 wells, 
220 bbis.; Brown, 20 wells, 233 bbls.; Wil- 
ford, 1 well, 230 bbls. 

Mid-Kansas Oil & Gas Co., Alexander, 
2 wells, 70 bbls.; Blood, 20 wells, 366 bbls. ; 
Harter, 3 wells, 236 bbls.; Knollenberg, 1 
well, 16 bbls.; Minor, 7 wells, 313 bbls.; 
Patterson, 5 wells, 25 bbls.; Rutherford, 
2 wells, 70 bbls.; Shreve, 15 wells, 710 
bbls. 

National Refining Co., Alexander, 1 
well, 20 bbls.; Denton, 2 wells, 20 bbls. 

Prairie Oil & Gas Co., Bell, 5 wells, 88 
bbls.; Scully, 22 wels, 504 bbls. 

Paragon Oil Co., Loomis, 26 wells, 300 
bbls. 

Sperry Oil & Gas Co., Brown, 7 wells, 
160 bbls. 

Smith and others, Shreve, 2 wells, 125 
bbls. 

Safford and others, Safford, 1 weil, 75 
bbls. 

The Texas Co., production department, 
1 well, 30 bbls.; Smock, 6 wells, 305 bbls. 
E! Dorado and Towanda Pools. 

In the pools of El Dorado and Towanda 
the production report shows the following 
facts as to farm productiveness: 

Alpine Oil Co., Ralston, 6 wells, 100 
bbls. 

Atlantic Petroleum Co., Denton, 2 wells, 
276 bbis.; Parker, 2 wells, 33 bbls. 

Atlas Petroleum Co., Nuttle, 3 wells, 
890 bbls. 

American Oil Co., Nuttle, 3 wells, 350 

bls. 

British-American Oil Co., 3 wells, 348 
bbls. 

Big Four Oil Co., Oldham, 3 wells, 303 
bbls. 

Big Chief Oil Co., 
bbls. 

Carter Oil Co., Atkins, 4 wells, 380 bbls.; 
Criner, 4 wells, 330 bbls.; Hull & Higgins, 
6 wells, 225 bbls.; Orban, 21 wells, 1,007 
bbls.; Patterson, 4 wells, 130 bbls.; Por- 
ter, 12 wells, 1,000 bbls.; Wilson, 16 wells, 
538 bbls. 

Crosby and others, Wilson, 3 wells, 525 
bbls. 

Cassoday Oil Co., Millheiser, 
120 bbls. 

Crawford and others, Moore, 3 wells, 
90 bbls. 

El Dorado Oil & Gas Co., Dillenbeck, 
4 wells, 150 bbls. 

Bureka Oil Co., Ralston, 6 wells, 55 
bbls.; Williams, 12 wells, 700 bbls. 

Empire Gas & Fuel Co., Abraham, 1 
well, 800 bbls.; Adams, 26 wells, 670 bbls.; 
Adsit, 6 wells, 40 bbls.; Ainsworth, 3 
wells, 77 bbls.; Anderson, 14 wells, 450 
bbis.; Atkins, 13 wells, 202 bbls.; Ban- 
croft, 11 wells, 94 bbls.; Barnhill, 6 wells, 
250 bbis.; Batman, 5 wells, 355 bbls.; 
Boyer, 7 wells, 125 bbls.; Burlingame, 10 
wells, 260 bblis.; Cardey, 5 wells, 7,600 
bbls.; Chesney, 64 wells, 1,007 bbls.; Dick- 
man, 4 wells, 25 bbis.; fee, 4 wells, 50 
bbls.; Enyart, 2 wells, 1,209 bblis.; Finney, 
12 wells, 218 bbls.; Fulkerson, 5 wells, 87 
bbls.; Gussman, 2 wells, 77 bbls.; Hale, 
52 wells, 770 bbls.; Hamilton, 1 well, 30 
bbls.; Hegberg, 49 wells, 1,022 bbis.; Hess, 


tracts, 1 well, 75 


7 wells, 





2 wells, 28 bblis.; Howe, 28 wells, 320 bbls.; 





Hull & Higgins, 11 wells, 264 bbls.; Hus- 
ton, 142 wells, 201 bbis.; Kirkpatrick, 40 
wells, 735 bbls.; Knox, 13 wells, 1,449 bbls. ; 
Koogler, 1 well, 175 bbls.; Lister, 17 wells, 
163 bbls.; Marsh, 32 wells, 480 bblis.; Moler, 
14 wells, 250 bbls.; Murray, 7 wells, 47 
bbls.; Nicholson, 2 wells, 25 bbls.; Paul- 
son, 12 wells, 8,000 bbls.; Pierpont, 34 
wells, 385 bbis.; Pirtle, 2 wells, 5 bbls.; 
Price, 1 well, 7 bbls.; Ralston, 12 wells, 
225 bbls.; Reilly, 1 well, 50 bbis.; Shriver, 
3 wells, 220 bbls.; Shriver, 1 well, 40 bbls.; 
Stagers, 2 wells, 15 bbls.; Stapleton, 18 
wells, 275 bbls.; Stokes, 64 wells, 504 bbls. ; 
Wilson, 35 wells, 1,775 bbls. 

Foster Oil Co., Cook, 10 wells, 375 bbls.; 
Geddes, 1 well, 150 bbls. 

Frasier and others, Allen, 6 wells, 1,030 
bbls. 

Galbraith and others, Atkins, 3 wells, 
200 bbls. 


Gypsy Oil Co., Hazlett, 34 wells, 425 
bbls.; Shumway, 5 wells, 22,450 bbls. 

Gilliland and others, Draper, 7 wells, 
245 bbls. 

Hazlett and others, Dunkle, 5 wells, 435 
bbls.; Ramsey, 3 wells, 30 bbls. 

Hickory Oil Co., Tracts, 1 well, 18 bbls. 

Iron Mountain Oil Co., Wilson, 5 wells, 
160 bbls. 

Gypsy, Sinclair and Markham, Demp- 
sey, 9 wells, 540 bbis.; National Refining 
Co., Dillenbeck, 6 wells, 188 bblis.; Mills, 
16 wells, 337 bbls. 

Paragon Oil Co., Enyart, 6 wells, 540 
bbls. 

Prairie Oil & Gas Co., Moore, 1 well, 
25 bbls. 


Page Oil Co., Koogler, 3 wells, 1,000 
bbls. 

Patton and others, Sluss, 1 well, 65 
bbls. 


Potwin Oil Co., Joseph, 1 weil, 30 bbls. 

Ramsey Oil Co., Dunkle, 4 wells, 287 
bbls. 

Ryan, Slater & Murphy, McGill, 2 wells, 
40 bbls. 

Southwestern Petroleum Co., Davis, 17 
wells, 3,425 bbls.; Mills, 18 wells, 404 bbls.; 
Opperman, 7 wells, 155 bbls.; Wilson, 2 
wells, 425 bbls.; Woodward, 5 wells, 520 
bbls. 

Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., Adams, 66 wells, 
950 bbls.; Dillenbeck, 11 wells, 1,170 bbls.; 
Linn, 34 wells, 430 bbls. 

Silverleaf Oil Co., Warren, 1 well, 15 
bbis.; Standard Oil Co. of Indiana, Robi- 
son, 1 well, 30 bbls. 

Skelley and others, Draper, 
675 bbls. 

Cc. B. Shaffer and others, Robinson, 10 
wells, 350 bbls.; Robinson, 6 wells, 1,515 
bbls. 

Selby Oil Co., Mabry, 4 wells, 360 bbls.; 
Smith, 2 wells, 25 bbls.; Thomas, 7 wells, 
460 bbls. 

Sperry Oil & Gas Co., Maxwell, 
28 bbls. 

Snowden Brothers, Joseph, 1 well, 25 
bbls. 

Tidal Oil Co., Dillenbeck, 12 wells, 1,400 
bbls. 

Tuloma Oil Co., Dillenbeck, 3 wells, 35 
bbls. 

Union Oil Co., Denny, 4 wells, 35 bbls.; 
Hill, 20 wells, 270 bbls. 

Victoria Oil Co., Graham, 2 wells, 90 
bbls. 

Wichita and Augusta Oil Co., Simpkins, 
1 well, 25 bbls. 

Leading Producing Companies. 

The ups and downs of the oil business, 
especially under conditions existing in 
the Butler County fields in Kansas, are 
to be seen in the production of some of 
the large companies operating in the Mid- 
Continent field. Before the big gushers 
came to the Bmpire Gas & Fuel Co. and 
the Gypsy Oil Co. in their rich stuff in 
Butler County, the Prairie Oil & Gas Co., 
on its big holdings in Oklahoma, led all 
companies in production. Then the Em- 


13 wells, 


1 well, 





nosed out by the Gypsy Oil Co., when its 
big Shumway production began to load 
the tanks and the pipe lines with oil. 
According to figures at hand, the Gypsy 
enjoys the largest production in the Mid- 
Continent at the present time, with an 
average of 43,599 bbls. a day. Of this, 
28,173 bbls. comes from that company’s 
holdings in Butler County. The Empire 
Gas & Fuel Co., which has only about 300 
bbls. production in Oklahoma, has 33,820 
bbls. in Butler County, according to the 
tabulation of most recent date, giving it 
a total of 34,120 bbls. in all. 


Following the Empire. comes the Mag- 
nolia Petroleum Co. with 19,156 bbls. in 
Oklahoma and 2,470 bbls. in Kansas, or 
a total of 22,626 bbls. Next comes the 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co. with its 21,737 bbls. 
in Oklahoma, which gives it a total of 
22,307 bbls a day, its Kansas production 
amounting only to 640 bbls. daily, accord- 
ing to the report, and then the Carter Oil 
Co., whose production is given as 9,707 
bbls. in Kansas and 5,884 bbls. in Okla- 
homa, a total of 15,591 bbls. The Carter 
Oil Co. and the Southwestern Petroleum 
Co. together have 3,358 bbls., which are 
not counted in the first given Carter fig- 
ures. Of this, 870 bbls. comes from Okla- 
homa and the balance from Kansas. The 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co. is credited with a 
production of 11,632 bbls., of which 9,209 
bbls. comes from its Oklahoma holdings 
and 2,423 bbls. comes from its Kansas 
wells. The Sinclair Gulf Oil Co. has 8,825 
bbls. production in Oklahoma; the Rox- 
ana Petroleum Co., 9,025 bbls. in Okla- 
homa; The Texas Co., production depart- 
ment, a total of 9,350 bbls., 9,050 of which 
comes from wells of the company in Okla- 
homa; the Cosden Oil & Gas Co., 8,297 
bbls. in Oklahoma and 367 bbls. in Kan- 
sas, a total of 8,664 bbls.; the Ohio Cities 
Co., 6,350 -bbls. in Oklahoma, and the 
Tidal Oil Co., 7,805 bbls., 1,880 bbls. in 
Kansas and 5,925 bbls. in Oklahoma; the 
Oklahoma Producing & Refining.Co., 6,550 
bbls. in Oklahoma and 200 bbls. in Kan- 
sas, or 6,750 bbls. altogether; the Monitor 
Oil & Gas Co., 2,030 bbls. in Kansas and 
3,072 bbls. in Oklahoma, or a total of 
5,102 bblis.; C. B. Shaffer is the largest 
individual producer in the Mid-Continent, 
with 4,108 bbls., of which 2,853 bbls. comes 
from Oklahoma and 1,255 from Kansas. 





MIAM!1 COUNTY AFFECTED. 





PAOLA, Kan., Dec. 15.—There was very 
little development in the Miami County 
field this week, owing to the big snow 
storm. Water pipes are frozen and there 
is also a shortage of coal and water. No 
new production in’ the field this week. 


The Racine Oil & Gas Co. on the J. L. 
Williams lease, in Section -16-17-22, are 
moving to new location. This will be 
No. 6 


The Long Oil & Gas Association is 
starting No. 6 on the McCaskey lease, 
in Section 13-17-22. 


The L. & S. Oil & Gas Co. are down 
550 feet on No. 2 on the Light farm, in 
Section 13-17-22. 

Mary M. Lingle has leased her farm in 
Section 13-16-21 to R. J. Bashaw for a 
bonus of $1,000 and an additional bonus 
of $11,000 from the first oil sold. 


The Graystone Oil Co., of Kansas City, 
has leased Harry Stockwell’s farm, two 
miles from Osawatomie. Operations will 
begin soon. <A well was drilled there 12 
years ago by W. H. Gillis, which has been 
full of oil. * 

Pere Oil Co., new operators from Chi- 
cago, representing large capital, have 
leases west of Osawatomie, where they 
will begin operations. 

At. Mrs. Peckman’s, near Block, they 
are down about 350 feet, but are delayed 
on account of a shortage of water. 
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Gulf Coast Oil Operations 


By P. L. 


GOOSE CREEK COMES BACK. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 15.—The Goose 
Creek pool is coming back in producing 
capacity to about where it was on Nov. 1 
last, when the field workers abandoned 
their jobs. That pool registered the best 
completion this week it has had in 
months. Results in the other pools were 
ordinary wells. In the wildcat division, 
one test, considered important by the 
talent, was abandoned in salt. A test of 
more than ordinary interest will be 
bailed during the coming week.’ Two 
more mediators are here from California 
to discuss the labor difficulty, and some 
of the men in the Goose Creek pool who 
had returned te work on Monday morn- 
ing quit when they heard of the arrival 
of the conciliators. The estimated daily 
average of the pools increased 688 bbis. 
over the estimate for last week. 

The Humble pool led in the number of 
completions during the week, most of the 
wells being abandoned, and such as are 
classed as producers are small pumpers. 
Martin & Sowden have a 50-bbl. well in 
No. 2 Hargrave at 1,200 feet, and Long & 
Glass a 10-bbl. pumper in No. 1 Isaacs at 
1,000 feet. The producing department of 
The Texas Co. has pulled No. 141 Her- 
mann, an old hole, at 800 feet and No. 
189 Mason at 2,320 feet, in salt. The com- 
pany is building a standard rig to put 
No. 223 Landslide on the beam. This 
well was finished 10 days ago and will 
make high-gravity oil. The Associated 
Oil Co. has abandoned No. 1 Echols at 
600 feet and the Ohio Valley Oil Co. No. 
15 Echols at 915 feet. The Crown Oil & 
Refining Co.’s No. 30 Hermann is a 10- 
bbl. pumper at 1,250 feet. The Carona 
Oil Co. tested No. 2 Barrett at 800 feet 
and is now pulling the strainer to go 
deeper, while the Gulf Coast Oil Corpora- 
tion is bailing No. 6 Cherry at 900 feet. 
The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. finalliy aban- 
doned No. 1 Bass at 3,065 feet, after try- 
ing to make a well at various depths from 
2,200 feet. The Safety First Oil Co. has 
pulled the old hole on the Morris at 2,320 
feet, taken over from Cicero et al of San 
Antonio some time ago. 

In the Goose Creek pool the Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. deepened No. 14A Wright to 
2,950 feet and it came in Thursday flow- 
ing about 5,000 bbls. The flow increased 
Friday to 8,000 bbls. and at the close of 
the week the well was holding up at 
that rate. It is good, clean oil. On Sun- 
day last Allison, Cheek and associates 
brought in No. 1 on Hogg island, about 
one-half mile across the water from the 
mainland, and it started flowing 1,500 
bbis. of fluid, of which 600 bbls. was oil. 
The hole was finished around 3,285 feet 
after they had been working on it for sev- 
eral months, with numerous shut-downs 
from a variety of causes. At the end of 
the week it was flowing about 150 bbls. 
of oil a day. The well is important in 
that its location is on the eastern end of 
the island and half a mile from produc- 
tion on the mainland and bay shore, and 
will lead to development work in that di- 
rection All the intervening submerged 
land has been filed on with the state land 
commissioner, but it is doubtful if per- 
mission will be given to drill where a 


McGREAL 


narrow channel has been cut through for 
navigation. The Cheek-Allison interests 
are rigging for No. 2 on the island. The 
Simms-Sinclair interests have put No. 19 
Schilling on the beam and it is making 
100 bbls. a day. This well has been 
standing at 3,031 feet for several weeks. 
The West Virginia Oil Co. has No. 1 
Wicks pumping at 2,580 feet, doing about 
75 bbls. a day. Over 50 rigs were run- 
ning early in the week in the pool, but 
this number was lessened at the end of 
the week by some of the men walking 
out, due to reports that the conciliators 
would force the operators to grant the 
demands of the Field Workers’ Union. 
The Gulf Production Co. is running 22 
rigs, Hample Oil & Refining Co., five, 
Simms-Sinclair interests, five; Gulf Coast 
Oil Corporation, two; Crown Oil & Refin- 
ing Co., two, the rest being divided 
among the Sun company, The Texas com- 
pany and other interests. 

The Texas Exploration Co. is setting a 
strainer in No. 2 Masterson at Damon 
Mound for a test around 1,800 feet. The 
derrick is being rebuilt over No. 2 Mas- 
terson, which blew-out late on Saturday 
last, throwing 500 feet of drill stem from 
the hole. It blew dry gas at an esti- 
mated rate of 20,000 cubic feet a day 
for several hours before it choked off. 
An effort will be made to go back into 
the hole. 

In the Sour Lake pool, the Wyatt Oil 
Co. has abandoned No. 1 Davis at 754 
feet, an old hole in the shallow section of 
the pool. Six rigs are running in this 
pool, a start having been made last week. 
The town of Sour Lake has been the 
scene of more or less disorder, due to the 
strikers attacking men at work when 
they came from the field to the town for 
supplies. The military guard has been 
extended to the town and soidiers now 
patrol the streets of Sour Lake and the 
roads to the field, as well as guard pump 
stations, wells and storage tanks. 

The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. finished 
No. 1 Fuller in the Saratoga pool at 1,450 
feet and is building a standard rig to 
put it on the beam. It will probably 
make a small pumper. Wherry et al have 
a 20-bbl. pumper in No. 1 Faller in the 
old Spindletop pool, completed at 856 
feet. In the Edgerly pool in south Louis- 
iana the Victory Oil Co.’s No. 3 Lilliard 
is pumping about 100 bbls. of fluid, with 
80 per cent oil. 

Six Were Abandoned. 

Six wildcat tests were abandoned dur- 
ign the week and three are testing. 
Three of the abandoned holes are in 
south Louisiana and three in south Tex- 
as. The most interesting of these was 
that of the Republic Production Co.’s No. 
2 Houston Oil Co. lands, near Hull in 
Liberty County, the bit going into salt 
at 2,700 feet. This hole showed a little 
black, heavy oil around 2,200 feet. The 
first test got the salt rock around 1,400 
feet, as did a previous test made south- 
west of Hull last year by the Hull Oil & 
Gas Co. The hole just abandoned was a 
“mystery well” for three weeks, while it 
was shut down and a guard placed on 
duty. The showing around 2,200 feet 
caused a rush for acreage and a conse- 





quent boom in bonuses, one company 





paying $34,000 for a lease on 160 acres 
located nearly a mile from the test. An- 
other company paid as high as $375 an 
acre bonus for 25 acres and acreage more 
distant from the test brought from $50 to 
$100 an acre bonus and in some cases 
increased royalties. The Davids-Forrest 
Oil Co. has pulled No. 3 McShane Lumber 
Co.’s lands, near Grafburg, Hardin coun- 
ty, at 3,200 feet and the Rucker Oil & De- 
velopment Co. has quit in No. 2 on the 
Bruce, north of the Humble pool. Over 
in south Louisiana the Mermentau Min- 
ing & Mineral Co. has abandoned No. 2, 
near Lake Arthur in the southern part of 
Cameron parish. The Chesapeque Oil Co. 
quit on the Pine Ridge plantation in 
Caleasieu parish at 3,000 feet and the 
Gulf Development Co. has abandoned No. 
1 Hesse Oak plantation, Plaquemine par- 
ish, at 2,600 feet. The Federal Petroleum 
Co. is testing No. 1 Hatcher, Section 28, 
Sabine parish, at 3,200 feet. The Reli- 
ance Oil Co. is preparing to set strainer 
at 3,180 feet and test out 60 feet of sand 
in No. 1 Powell, west of La Porte in 
what can be called the Goose Creek terri- 
tory and the Taylor Oil & Gas Co. is 
reaming to set screen and test No. 2 Cur- 
ren, near Seabrook in the southeastern 
end of Harris county, at 2,765 feet. 


Daily Production. 


The estimated daily average of the pools 
is placed at 74,146 bbls. for the week with 
an estimate of 73,458 bbls. for last week. 
The estimate for the Batson pool is 1,900 
bbis.; Bland, 12 bbls.; Dayton, 57 bbls.; 
Edgerly, 3,000 bbls.; Goose Creek, 31,000 
bbls. against 26,600 bbls. last week; Hum- 
ble, 18,600 bbls. against 21,400 bbls. the 
week previous; Markham, 350 bbls.; Jen- 
nings, 1,100 bbls.; Spindletop, 950 bbls.; 
Saratoga, 2,100 bbls.; Sour Lake, 8,975 
bbls.; Damon Mound, 1,890 bbls. compar- 
ed with an estimate of 1,985 bbls. last 
week; Anse La Bute and Welsh, 60 bbls.; 
New Iberia, 95 bbis.; Piedras Pintas and 
the districts around San Antonio, 257 
bbls. 

The decrease in the production figures 
of the Humble pool was largely caused 
by the decline in the output of the Texas 
Co.’s No. 14 Stevenson, which had been 
flowing around 2,500 bbls. a day since it 
was worked over and brought back over 
three weeks ago. The coastal region has 
been in the grip of a “norther’’ for the 
past 10 days and the cold apparently 
affected the well. Other wells in that 
pool also showed a drop in their pro- 
duction. 

The daily average runs from the Hum- 
ble pool were around 17,000 bbls. a day 
the Texas Pipe Line Co. handling 12,000 
bbls. a day and the American Petroleum 
around 3,000 bbls. The runs from the 
Goose Creek pool approximated 28,000 
bbls. a day and from the Sour Lake pool 
9,500 bbls. daily. In the Vinton pool the 
Gulf Pipe Line Co. ran an average of 
2,115 bbls. daily and the Texas Pipe Line 
Co. 1,250 bbls. 

The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. has taken 
over the test started by S. F. Rowe near 
Day Lake in Liberty County and is now 
sidetracking pipe in the hole around 850 
feet preparatory to drilling a deep test. 
The Safety First Oil Co. has secured 15 
acres out of the John Brown Jones sur- 
vey in the Humble pool and will start a 
well within 60 days. 

Included in the work that is under way 
in the smaller pools, the producing 
department of the Texas Co. is drilling 
three wells in the Markham field. No. 1A 





Smith is fishing at 3,300 feet. No. 1A 
Kountz is drilling around 2,900 feet and 
No. 2A Kountz is below 3,380 feet. The 
Gulf Coast Oil Co. is drilling No. 3 on 
the Cherry at 1,265 feet and the Clem 
Oil Co. is starting No. 13 on the Meyers. 

In the Spindletop pool, the Midway Oil 
Co. is drilling No. 1 Mathison and Wherry 
et al have a derrick up for No. 2 Faller. 
More rigs will start in both this and the 
Saratoga pool during the week. 

Three wells are drilling in the new 
development east of New Iberia, Iberia 
Parish, La. Gardiner & Noble are below 
3,100 feet in the old hole on the Bernard, 
taken over from the Wilkinson Oil Co. 
The Gulf Refining Co. is drilling No.3 
Schwing, around 2,650 feet and No. 2 
Sabatier below 2,650 feet. The Paraffine 
Oil Co., No. 1 Sumrall, is shut down with 
drill stem still stuck in the hole. 

Field Operations. 

Craver & Son of Tulsa, are drilling 
around 1,000 feet on the Palmer lease, 
south of Humble. Bowser & McDonald 
are rigging for No. 11 on fee acreage, 
north of Moonshine hill. The Castelle 
Oil Co. is rigging for No. 4 Bering-Cortes 
and the Capitol Oil & Gas Co. for No. 
5 Bering. The producing department of 
The Texas Co. is drilling No. 224 Land- 
slide at 1,824 feet and No. 225 on this 
lease at 614 feet. On the Hermann tract 
the company is below 900 feet in No. 145 
with a derrick up for No. 155. No. 11 on 
the Burt 50 acres is standing at 3,100 
feet as is No. 22 on the Carroll Oil & 
Gas Co. lease at 2,600 feet. No. 15 on the 
Koehler is a fishing job around 1,600 feet 
as is No. 26 Stevenon, an old hole that 
is being worked over. The company is 
drilling No. 17 Koehler at 2,065 feet. On 
the north side of the river the company 
has a fishing job in both No. 9 House 
at 2,500 feet and No. 10 House at 3,050 
feet, while No. 11 House is being rigged 
up to drill. A pipe rack is being built 
near the Houston Hast and West Texas 
tracks on the north side of the bridge, 
over the river by the company to facili- 
tate the work on the House tract. The 
West Production Co. is drilling No. 13 
House at 2,465 feet, with derricks up for 
Nos. 6, 10 and 15 on this acreage. On 
south side of the stream the Quaker 
777 Oil Co., Midway Oil Co. and Peters 
and associates have derrick up for tests 
on the Bailey. Abercrombie et al. have 
set liner in No. 1 Bender at 1,500 feet and 
the Gulf Production Co. is around 3,250 
feet in No. 12 Foster. The Grant Oil Co. 
is drilling No. 4 Williams at 2,200 feet. 
The company has changed over from 
rotary to cable in No. 1 Hirsch to drill 
into the cap rock at 1,150 feet. The 
Memphis-Humble Oil Co. is below 1,200 
feet in No. 1 on the Morris, while the 
Safety First Oil Co. No. 2 Morris is still 
shut down. The Provident Oil Co. is 
drilling No. 2 Westheimer around 1,340 
feet. The Republic Production Co. is 
working over No. 28 on the Stevenson, 
while the Southern Petroleum Co.’s No. 
28 on the Landslide is still standing idle 
at 1,625 feet. The Carona Oil Co. has a 
derrick up for No. 3 Barett as has the 
Southern Petroleum Co. for No. 30 Land- 
slide. The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation 
is starting No. 18 Hermann and Daven- 
port et al. No. 1 Conway. The Pearland 
Oil Co. is temporarily shut down in No. 1 
Sayers. 

The Gulf Production Co. is drilling No. 
8 Beaumont Petroleum Co. lands in the 
bay at 2,716 feet and No. 10 at 2,967 feet. 
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It Stands the Test of Time 
The ENESCO Pulling Machine 


Has no superior for strength, convenience and rapidity of erection. Some of the first 
of these Machines, sold in 1906, are still giving good service. 


All parts subject to strain are made of Steel or Malleable or 
Steel castings. ‘The pumper and teamster can set it up 
and operate it, and with the No. 1 Machine pull 
2,500 feet of 2-inch tubing or rods or 750 feet of 
13-pound casing when started, or with the No. 
2 Machine, pull 1,600 feet of 2-inch tubing 
or rods or 500 feet of 
13-pound casing when 
started. 





SHOWING MAST CARRIAGE TURNED 
AND READY TO RAISE MAST 


A Strong, Serviceable Machine at a Satisfactory 


"READY FOR OPERATION WITH ji 
MAST FULLY EXTENDED Price. Ask about them. 


The National Supply Companies 


Toledo, Ohio New York, N. Y. Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Independence, Kans. Tulsa, Okla. Houston, Texas Basin, Wyo. 


Branches at all points of importance in the Oil and Gas Fields of the United States, Canada and Mexico. 
Address all Export inquiries to ‘‘Foreign Sales Dept.’’ Pittsburgh, Pa, 

















AJAX DRILLING ENGINES 


An nonestly built engine that 
always meets every requirement. 


Ask any contractor or driller 
anywhere. ? 


THE AJAX IRON WORKS 
CORRY, PA. 


THE NATIONAL SUPPLY COMPANIES, Excusive Sales Agents 















































14 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


Thursday, 





No. 13 is rigging up to start, with a der- 
rick in for No. 11. No. 5 Rucker-Schil- 
ling is drilling at 1,400 feet. The com- 
pany is drilling No. 7-A Tabb at 3,150 feet 
and.No. 12 Tabb around 2,600 feet, while 
No. 11 Tabb is drilling at 2,000 feet. No. 
12 on the Briggs is around 3,000 feet and 
No. 16 A. Wright is drilling below 800 
feet. The company is sidetracking in 
No. 1 Rosenthal, an old hole being deep- 
ened at 2,550 feet, while No. 5 Stateland 
is drilling at 2,835 feet. On the Ashabel 
Smith tract No. 11 is drilling below 2,800 
feet and No. 7 Houston-Smith is drilling 
around 2,975 feet. On the Galliard fee 
piece the company is drilling No. 8 around 
2,000 feet and No. 4 American-Galliard is 
below 1,800 feet. No. 5 Preather is being 
drilled over at 2,565 feet. No. 4 Jones is 
rigging up to start drilling. 

The Simms-Sinclair interests have five 
rigs running on the Sweet acreage, drill- 
ing No. 2 around 2,850 feet and No. 12 
below 2,565 feet, with No. 13 drilling at 
2,365 feet. No. 15 is drilling around 2,986 
feet and No. 16 is sidetracking at 1,700 
feet. 

The Gulf Coast Oil Corporation is drill- 
ing No. 12 Galliard at 2,700 feet and No. 
13 at 2,135 feet. No. 2 on this lease, the 
first well brought in by the compny, is 
being rigged to drill deeper from, around 
2,000 feet. It is over a year old and was 
making about 25 bbls. a day on the beam. 
The Crown Oil & Refining Co. is drilling 
No. 4 Gillette one acre at 2,672 feet. The 
Onondago Petroleum Co. is drilling No. 3 
Wright at 1,643 feet, with a derrick up 
for No.-4 Wright. Its No. 3 Galliard is 
around 1,200 feet. The Midfield Oil Co. is 
washing No. 3 Scott at 3,050 feet and 
drilling No. 4 Scott at 2,000 feet. East of 
the pool, the Hoskins Oil Co.’s No. 2 
Hoskins is shut down at 2,850 feet. On 
the west side of the creek the Midcoast 
Oil Co.’s No. 1 Leger is shut down at 
2,500 feet and the Coastal Oil Co. is drill- 
ing No. 2 Adey at 2,345 feet. Robinson 
& Rothwell have rigged up for No. 1 
Peninsula, the location being near the old 
test of the American Production Co. 


Damon Mound. 


The Royal Oil & Refining Co. has been 
organized at Dallas, Tex., with a capi- 
talization of $1,000,000, and has taken 
ever the property of the Couch-Sowell Oil 
Co. and that of the Tarver Oil Co. at 
Damon Mound. The Couch-Sowell Oil Co. 
has two producing wells, making about 
500 bbls. a day, while the Tarver Oil Co. 
has no production but a lease on five 
acres of close-in holdings. F. E. Couch 
is said to have received $100,000 for his 
one-half interest in the Couch-Sewell Oil 
Co. and the Tarver Oil Co. $16,000 for its 
holdings. M. M. Brooks is president of 
the new corporation; T. W. Sewell, vice 
president and general manager; J. M. 
Davis, treasurer, and H. R. Sowell, sec- 
retary. All are residents of Dallas. 

The Couch-Sewell Co. is drilling No. 2 
Bryan at 1,435 feet, with a derrick up 
for No. 1 Bryan. The Texas Exploration 
Co. is drilling No. 1 Norton around 3,500 
feet and No. 1 Ptak around 3,550 feet. 
No. 2 Becker is below 3,425 feet. No. 3 
Woodward is drilling at 1,365 feet and 
No. 4 Mrs. Damon below 1,440 feet. No. 4 
Bryan is drilling at 2,100 feet and No. 5 
Bryan at 1,426 feet. No. 5-A Wisdom is 
drilling at 869 feet. Andregge, Webber & 


Mayes’ No. 2 Lucas is drilling at 1,170 
feet The Atkinson Oil Co. is reaming 


No. 1 Bryan at 1,512 feet, while the Da- 
mon Mound Oil Co.’s No. 3 Mulcahy is 
shut down at 900 feet. The Adams Oil 
Association’s No. 1 Torlson is also shut 
down. The Humble Oil & Refining Co. 





is drilling No. 1 Gallaher below 2,280 
feet. The Success Oil Co. has a fishing 
job in No. 1 Hilleyer at 2,850 feet. The 
Manaker Oil Co.; of Beloit, Kan., is be- 
low 1,200 feet in No. 1 Bryan and drilling 
No. 2 Bryan at 1,346 feet. The Swift Oil 
& Sulphur Co.’s No. 2 Freeman is shut 
down at 635 feet and No. 1 Jackson is 
drilling at 2,100 feet. The General Petro- 
leum Co.’s No. 1 Lockwood is tempor- 
arily shut down at 1,250 feet. 


Wildcat Operations. 


A survey of the wildcat tests under way 
in South Texas, Southwest Texas and 
South Louisiana shows little of import- 
ance from the previous reviews. Bra- 
zoria and Harris Counties, in Texas, 
seemingly are more attractive to the wild- 
eatter than are other sections. This is 
explained from the fact that the Goose 
Creek and Humble pools are in Harris 
County, while the Damon Mound develop- 
ment is in Brazoria County. In South 
Louisiana, Calcasieu Parish leads in wild- 
cat work for the reason that both the 
Vinton and Edgerly pools are in that 
parish. 

Fourteen:tests are now drilling or about 
to start drilling in Brazoria County aside 
from the work being done at and around 
Damon Mound, in the northwestern part 
of the county. The producing department 
of The Texas Co. is drilling at West 
Columbia, Bryan Heights and Hoskins 
Mound, while the Roxana Petroleum Cor- 
poration is drilling at Stratton Ridge and 
has a derrick up on Bastrop Bayou. The 
Prudential Oil Co., with Boston people 
backing it, is drilling two holes on Bastrop 
Bayou. The Prudential Oil Co., with Bos- 
ton people backing it, is drilling two holes 
on Bastrop Bayou. Wallace, Gibson & 
Zahniser are at Rattlesnake Mound, in 
the southeastern part of the county, near 
Chocolate Bayou, drilling their second 
test. The first was lost around 2,200 feet 
on account of the casing collapsing. One 
test is shut down at Alvin and another is 
drilling five miles south of that town. 
Griffith & Kendall have a derrick up on 
the Muldoon pasture at Cox Lake. Jacobs 
and others have a derrick on the Bartlett 
at West Columbia and Hary und associ- 
ates have a derrick on the Williams, four 
miles west of that place. The Syndal- 
Wyoming Oil Co. is drilling No. 2 Hogg 
there. 

In Harris County, Linneberger Bros. are 
below 2,650 feet at Tomball. The Gulf 
Production Co. is around 500 feet with 
No. 4 on the Warren ranch, near Hock- 
ley, and the Rich Hill Oil Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Seago, near that place, at 800 feet. 
The Rose Hill Oil Co., a recently organ- 
ized corporation, is preparing to make 
two tests five miles northeast of Hockley. 
The Satsuma Oil Co. is still shut down 
in No. 1 Fait, west of the Humble pool, 
and the Gas Lake Oil Co. is going to 
make a test in No. 1 on the Victor 
Blanco league, five miles south of Hum- 
ble, at 3,150 feet. Burt & Griffith are 
below 1,100 feet on the Collins land at 
Harrisburg, near the eastern city limits 
of Houston. Jules Hirsch and associates 
have filed on submerged land in Clear 
Lake, near Seabrook, and have a derrick 
up for a test. Moffatt and others have 
filed on submerged land in Taylor Bayou 
near Seabrook, the file held by John S. 
Stewart and others having expired by 
limitation before the drilling obligations 
were complied with. These files are all 
near the Taylor Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 2 
Curran, where a test is due to be made in 
a showing around 2,750 feet. West of La 
Porte, the Middle Bayou Oil Co. is drill- 
ing at 2,495 feet in rock. The Laura 








Koppe Oil Co. is driling No. 2 at Cross 
Timbers, northwest of Houston, at 2,623 
feet. The Dome Oil Co. is rigging to 
start near Crosby, in the eastern part of 
the county. The two tests at Pierce 
Junction are still shut down. 

In Liberty County, Kendall and others 
are starting No. 3 on the Ziess, southeast 
of Dayton. Fred S. Rowe is sidetracking 
around 1,000 feet on the Jackson at Day 
Lake. The Empire Gas & Fuel Co. has 
three rigs running in this county. It is 
deepening No. 2 Welder, near Dayton, 
below 2,500 feet, and drilling No. 1 Mun- 
roe, south of Liberty, at 627 feet. The 
company has started drilling No. 1 Wil- 
son, south of Dayten. The Republic Pro- 
duction Co.’s No. 2 Houston, near Hull, 
is still shut down around 2,200 feet, fol- 
lowing a test that showed heavy black 
oil. The company is now building tem- 
porary living quarters for a crew and 
it is evident more work will be done 
there. Practically all the larger produc- 
ing companies and individuals have se- 
cured more or less acreage around Hull 
with one-year drilling obligations, but 
thus far no new work has been started. 
The joint test of the Gulf Production Co. 
and Humble Oil & Refining Co. at Davis 
Hill is drilling around 2,400 feet on the 
McCardell land. The Continental Oil 
Co.’s No. 1 Quintette, near Dayton, is 
shut down at 2,600 feet, and the Midcoast 
Oil Co.’s No. 1 Minchey survey, south of 
Liberty, is standing idle at 2,000 feet. 


Test at Big Thicket. 


The Thousand Acre Oil Co. has set 
casing in the test in the Big Thicket on 
Pine Island Bayou, about nine miles 
northeast of the Sour Lake pool, at 1,475 
feet and will probably bail the hole next 
week. This is the test that showed for 
a well more than a month ago, but which 
has been shut down since that time wait- 
ing on pipe. It has been surrounded with 
a barb-wire fence. Some 10 or 12 years 
ago Stribling and others drilled a test 
there and got a showing at about the 
same depth. Hustons Texas Oil Co.’s 
No. 3 Keith, north of Sour Lake, is shut 
down, as are the two tests started near 
Olive by Mitchell and associates and the 
Postal Petroleum Co. Hammon and oth- 
ers have a derrick up on the Westbrooke. 
The Rothschild Petroleum Co. is drilling 
No. 2 Tucker, two and one-half miles 
north of the Batson pool, in Hardin 
County, at 1,785 feet. 

Harper & McCann have set 10-inch in 
No. 1 Eastman, 
Walker County, and are now drilling 
ahead. The Trinity River Oil & Gas Co.’s 
No. 1 Carlisle, near Dodge, is tempor- 
arily shut down around 1,400 feet. The 
Tarrant County Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 1 
Walker is shut down at 500 feet. The 
Pilot Knob Oil Co.’s test in Travis Coun- 
ty, north of Austin, is also standing idle 
at 1,600 feet. In Montgomery County, the 
Black Hawk Oil Co., of Tulsa, is shooting 
off the bottom of the drill pipe stuck in 
the hole. The bit was down 3,504 feet 
when it “hung.’”’ This test is about two 
and one-half miles west of Splendora and 
had a showing before the pipe stuck. The 
Hazel Oil Co. is drilling on the Oakley at 
Hazel, 14 miles north of the Humble pool, 
at 350 feet. The Rucker Oil & Develop- 
ment Co. is drilling No. 2 Bruce, near 
Pauli, Montgomery County, at 1,200 feet, 
and Ensign and others are going in for 
a second test on the lands of the Foster 
Lumber Co., west of Porter. The O. K. 
Oil Co. is drilling south of Conroe. 

In Matagorda County, J. B. Enfield and 
associates have a derrick up south of 
Hawkinsville. The Gulf Coast Oil Cor- 





north of Huntsville,‘ 





poration is drilling No. 1 Zaperin at Big 
Hill at 345 feet. The other three shallow 
wells drilling at and around Big Hill are 
temporarily shut down. H. T. Staiti and 
associates are drilling No. 3 at Big Hill, 
Jefferson County, below 900 feet, while 
the test of the Bland Oil Co. at Cove, 
Orange County, is still shut down at 3,009 
feet. The Gulf Production Co. is drilling 
No. 1 Overlee at Blue Ridge, Fort Bend 
County, below 2,850 feet. Esperson & 
McCloud are shut down there on the 
Shropshire with their No. 3 at 2,200 feet. 
Orlson and others are shut down at Pear- 
land, as is the Island Lake Oil Co. on 
the Tarkington, south of Rosenburg. 

In South Louisiana, the Meridian Oi! 
Co. is drilling No. 1 Dante, St. ‘Tammany 
Parish, at 2,550 feet. Burton & Koonze 
are starting at Hackberry Island, Cam- 
eron Parish, and the Mermentau Mining 
& Mineral Co. has a derrick up for No. 8, 
near Lake Arthur, in that parish. The 
Southern Refinery Co. is drilling No. 1 
Bryant, Jeff Davis Parish, at 2,850 feet, 
and the Barnes Creek Oil Co. is rigging 
for No. 4 Lyles, in Allen Parish. 

In Calsasieu Parish, the Hexagon Oil 
Co. is starting No. 1 Lyons and the Great 
Lakes Oil Co. No. 1 Hewitt. The Stand- , 
ard Sulphur Co. is drilling No. 1 fee at 
817 feet and the Mutual Reserve Develop- 
ment Co. is starting No. 1 Johnson. The 
New Orleans Oil & Sulphur Co. is drill- 
ing No. 1 fee at 545 feet and the Louisi- 
ana Exploration Co. No. 1 Hunter at 3,425 
feet. The United Oil Refining Co. ex- 
pects to start its plant at West Lake, 
near Lake Charles, about Jan. 1, running 
on Gulf Coast crude, with a capacity of 
900 bbls. a day. The refinery has five 
stills. The company was organized by 
Lake Charles people, with John R. Aiken 
as general manager. 

Hudson and others, of Kansas City, are 
preparing to make a shallow test near 
Stockdale, Wilson County, Texas. The 
Alabama-Southern Oil Co. is drilling at 
Cottage Grove, 20 miles west of Mobile, 
at 3,300 feet. 


Trying to End Strike | 
In Gulf Coast Region 


HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 13.—A large 
number of striking field workers in the 
Goose Creek pool applied for work this 
week and a fair percentage of them were 
given jobs. The companies, however,. 
are curtailing operations in that pool and 
managers of the more active operating 
companies there say it will be impossible 
to find places for all the men who quit 
their employ on Nov. 1, last. 

A committee of 16 drillers from the 
various pools met Judge R. E. Brooks, 
former president of the old Producers Oil 
Co.; Underwood Nazre, vice president of 
the Gulf allied companies; William Farish, 
vice president of the Humble Oil & Re- 
fining Co. and Neils Esperson, president 
of the Invincible Oil Co., on Friday last 
in this city to discuss the strike. The 
drillers asked for a minimum wage scale 
of $4 a day for assistants and declared 
they were willing to waive recognition 
of the union. The operators declined to 
fix a standard of $4 a day and submitted 
a counter proposition through Judge 
Brooks. This in brief provided that the 
workers call off the strike and that the 
operators would employ strikers as they 
needed men, but would not discharge 
men now working to make room for 
strikers. No discrimination to be made 
between union and non-union men and 
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Designers, Manufacturers and Erectors of Complete Refineries, Gasoline Plants and 
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Disposal of 
Condensation— 
The Gas Man’s 
Greatest Problem, 
Solved 





Westinghouse Positive Gas Meter 





Automatic Overflow 


IN 
Westinghouse 
Improved Proportion Gas Meters 
Drains off All Condensation 


Another distinctive feature of Westinghouse Improved Gas 
Meters is their all-metal construction. They have no leather dia- 
phragms to stretch and break when used under high pressure 
or, when used under vacuum or normal pressure, to become 
worthless after few days’ subjection to condensate, making 
the registration inaccurate or stopping meter altogether. 










Westinghouse Improved Gas Meters are particularly 
adapted for measuring casing-head gas, or any gas impreg- 
nated with gasoline, or other condensates. They are 
equally accurate at both minimum and maximum 
capacities. Self-lubricating bearings, eliminat- 
ing undue wear, guarantee the longest 
life and low maintenance 
cost. 









Pittsburgh Meter Company 


General Office and Works, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


NEW YORK CHICAGO KANSAS CITY COLUMBIA, S. C. LOS ANGELES SEATTLE 
149 Broadway 5 S. Wabash Ave. 6 W. 10th Street 14383 Main Street 631 S. Spring Street 802 Madison Street 


Also manufacturers of “Ironclad” Dry Gas Meters, Meter Provers 
and “Keystone” and “Eureka” Water Meters. 
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that returning workers must not intimi- 
date or discriminate against men already 
employed. The men to return to work 
under the same terms and conditions as 
before the strike, but that at any time 
operators agree to meet with one or more 
employes to discuss wages, work or 
conditions. The operators promised that 
they would endeavor in conjunction with 
employes to standardize the wage scale. 
The signing of the proposition was to 
constitute a contract in good faith and 
wipe out all animosities. 

The operators stated they had advanced 
wages about 20 per cent and that while 
the increase in the cost of living averaged 
about 40 per cent, they felt they had 
shouldered half the burden. The cost of 
operating and war taxes will cut down 
profits this year. .‘‘However, conditions 
may get so bad,” said Judge Brooks, 
“that we may feel that we must advance 
wages again, in spite of the fact that 
there never was a time when we were 
less able to advance wages than now. 
But we cannot afford to make any ad- 
vances as a result of this strike. 

The conference ended without any defi- 
nite results, but it is evident that a 
majority of the men are tired of the strike 
and are returning to work, accepting the 
statement of the operators that they will 
treat with employes as individuaals. 

Three alleged I. W.. W. organizers have 
been taken into custody at Goose Creek 
for trial. C. A. Bartsch was arrested 
there today for alleged violation of the 
espionage act, on complaint of the officer 
in command of the troops at Goose Creek. 
Bartsch claims to have formerly been the 
editor of a daily paper in Minneapolis and 
to have run for Congress from that State 
on the populist ticket. He has been fol- 
lowing the trade of sign painter. 

McG. 





LATER NEWS OF THE DEATH 
OF MRS. JAMES P. FLANAGAN. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 15.—Mrs. Cathe- 
rine Oxley Flanagan, aged 33 years, wife 
of James P. Flanagan, was struck by an 
automobile while crossing Main Street 
in this city, late Wednesday evening and 
sustained injuries that caused her death 
in a few hours. Her mother, Mrs. T. A. 
Oxley, who was with her, was slightly 
hurt, while Mr. Flanagan, who was ac- 
companying the women, escaped. The 
driver of the car a man named Harrison, 
manager of the Coca-Cola Bottling Works 
here, is under arrest charged with reck- 
less driving and intoxication. 

The weheels of the car passed over 
Mrs. Flanagan’s body crushing her chest. 
The accident cast gloom over the north- 
ern colony of the oil fraternity in Hous- 
ton, many of whom had known Mrs. 
Flanagan in her youth at Titusville and 
at Lima, Independence and Tulsa. The 
body was taken to Lima, O., at noon to- 
day for burial, accompanied by the 
bereaved husband, the mother and a 
number of friends. 

The deceased was born in Titusville, 
Pa., but removed to Lima, O., with her 
parents when still a girl. Besides her 
husband and mother the dead woman is 
survived by one brother, Herbert Oxley, 
who is in the aviation service of the 
United States Army and stationed near 
Boston. 

Mrs. Flanagan and her mother arrived 
in Houston a few days previous to the 
fatal accident to join Mr. Flanagan and 





make this city their future home. ~ Mr. 
Flanagan came here last October as 
secretary and treasurer of the subsidiary 
companies of the Sinclair-Gulf Oil Cor- 
poration in Texas and Mexico. A lot had 
been purchased in the south end of the 
city on which they had planned to build 
a home.. The family had arranged to 
rent a house nearby for temporary occu- 
pancy and to have their furniture shipped 
here from the north. P.L.M. 





GULF PIPE LINE COMPANY’S 
NEW STATION AT LUCAS, TEX. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 14.—The Gulf 
Pipe Line Co. has started work on the 
construction of a new relay station at 
Lucas, south of Beaumont, to relieve the 
old station on the Sour Lake line. ° The 
new station will be equipped with oil- 
burning engines and will be constructed 





of concrete and galvanized iron. The 
equipment will include six 85-horse power 
engines, one 15 horespower dynamo en- 
gine, six 4%x10 Goulds pumps, six 5x5 
Pyramid circulating pumps and one 4%x 
4% air compressor. The cost of the new 
station is estimated at $61,637. 

The Gulf Refining Co. has given notice 
of an appeal in the suit against the 
owners of the barge General Pettibone, 
which was dismissed in the United States 
District Court at Beaumont. The law 
of general average and a jettisoned cargo 
is invo!ved. The local court finding there 
was no cause for action. The barge 
General Pettibone was being towed from 
Port Arthur to Tampa, Fla., two years 
ago when caught in a storm and it was 
found necessary to throw overboard 465 
bbls. of the cargo of 9,592 bbls. of solar 
oil. The amount asked for as being that 
which should be charged against the 
vessel was $2,134.73. McG. 








East Texas and Louisiana 


By ™. L. 
FIRE THREATENS CADDO GUSHER. 


SHREVEPORT, La., Dec. 15.—Nothing 
but the efforts of the handful of men who 
happened to be in the vicinity of the 
fire in the Pine Island district, Monday, 
kept the flames from reaching The Texas 
Co.’s 10,000-bbl. gusher on the Heilperin 
lease. Fortunately the wind was blowing 
away from the well, keeping the oil that 
lay on top of the water on the far side 
of the bayou, which lay between it and 
the fire. Back fires were started and a 
protecting strip 40 feet wide was burned, 
while the oil in the bayou was pushed 
back for the same distance with boards, 
thus keeping the fire from approaching 
to within 300 feet of the well. The flames 
frequently reached a height of 40 feet, 
and sometimes eighty feet, and caused 
considerable damage to crops and_ prop- 
erty in the neighborhood. 

The Texas Co. well came in Thursday 
morning, Dec. 5, at 5 o’clock, making 
about 6,000,000 cubic feet of gas. At 
11:45 the gas pressure was not very strong 
and the oil flow was of ordinary size. 
They had finished pulling the drill stem 
from the hole and the men had gone to 
dinner, when at 1:05 the well choked off 
for about five minutes, after which it 
commenced gassing and suddenly began 
throwing rocks and sand from the hole. 

The flow of oil then increased, until 4 
p. m., when it was conservatively esti- 
mated that the well was making 10,000 
bbls. of oil. At about 5 p. m. the oil grad- 
ually diminished and the gas pressure 
seemingly increased, this continuing un- 
til the next day, at which time the well 
was making probably 35,000,000 feet of 
gas and about 2,000 bbls. of oil and the 
gas production has continued at this rate 
up to the time of writing, with the oil 
production less than 1,000 bbls. The well 
is not yet closed in and wells which were 
previously completed in the neighborhood 
have ceased flowing and will have to be 
pumped. A gas separator is now being 
installed, after which there will be no 
trouble experienced in getting the well 
closed in and the oil run into the pipe 
lines. 





VAUGHN 


The effect of the escaping gas on pro- 
duction in the Pine Island district is evi- 
denced by a decrease of more than 2,000 
bbls. daily of heavy oil, most of which is 
produced in that territory. The total pro- 
duction of the field for the past week aver- 
aged 14,000 bbls. daily, which is still 
fully 12,000 bbls. less than the normal 
production of the field. Many wells were 
ruined from being shut down during the 
period of the strike, and many more will 
require considerable work on them be- 
fore they will resume normal production. 

Drilling Operations. 

In Caddo Parish, the Dixie Oil Co. com- 
pleted No. 1 Slattery, Section 27-21-15, in 
the Pine Island district, flowing 50 bbls., 
initial production, with a strong gas pres- 
sure, at 2,220 feet. No. 4 Slattery, in the 
same section, is drilling at 450 feet, No. 3 
is rigging up to drill and derrick is up 
for No. 1 Christian and location made for 
No. 2. 

Kennebrew & Ratcliff have derrick up 
for No. 1 Muslow, Section 29-21-15, and 
the Standard Oil Co. is building derrick 
for No. 1 Christian, Section 27-21-15. The 
Richey Oil Co. has a new derrick up on 
the Bickham lease, in Section 28-21-15, 
and The Texas Co. has derrick built for 
No. 1 Crawford, in Section 28-21-15, and 
No. 1 Raines, in Section 27-21-15. 

The Texas Co. is drilling at 500 feet 
in Hobbs B-1, Section 21-21-15; No. 3 
Hobbs, Section 21-21-15, is ready to pump, 
and Slattery B-6, Section 22-21-15, is bail- 
ing at 2,220 feet. 

Clark & Greer are bailing No. 1 Hern- 
don, Section 22-21-15, at 2,220 feet; the 
Greer Oil Co. lost 6-inch casing seat in 
No. 10 Raines, Section 22-21-15, and is 
arranging to reset; the Richey Oil Co. has 
set 6-inch casing in No. 5 Bickham, Sec- 
tion 28-21-15, at 2,175 feet; the Rowe Oil 
Co. is bailing No. 2 Solly, Section 28-21- 
15, at 2,220 feet, and the Romax Oil Co. 
has two wells rigged up ready to start 
drilling on the Pardue iease, in Section 
21-21-15. 

The Richardson Oil Co. has set liner 
and is bailing No. 2 Solly, Section 28-21- 
15; derrick is up for No. 2 Lousiana Gas 
Co., Section 33-21-15, and No. 2 Askew, 





Section 28-21-15, is temporarily closed 
down. The Dixon well, five miles east 
of the Pine Island district, in Section 27- 
21-14, is drilling at 2,675 feet. 

The Shamrock Oil Co. is rigging up to 
drill No. 1 Herndon, Section 22-21-15; 
Thos. Ward and others are @rilling at 
1,550 feet in No. 1 Huckaby, Section 11- 
21-15, and No. 1 Walker, Section 30-21-15, 
is temporarily closed down on account of 
frozen water lines. 

Wolf & Keen are drilling at 500 feet 
in No. 1 Watkins, Section 27-21-15, and 
the Liberal Oil Co. is temporarily closed 
down in No. 1 Hobbs, Section 29-21-15, on 
account of frozen water lines. 

In the Mooringsport district, the Caddo 
Oil & Refining Co. has set 6-inch casing 
in No. 52 Brown, Section 27-20-16, and is 
drilling No. 35 and No. 36 in the same 
section. The Gulf Refining Co. has com- 
pleted a test on the A. H. Leonard lease, 
east of Mooringsport, in Section 32-20-15, 
and is building standard rig to pump. 

R. T. Layne is building derrick for a 
well on the Caddo Levee Board lease, in 
Section 10-19-15, three miles southeast of 
Mooringsport, and the Red River Valley 
Oil Co. has set 6-inch casing at 790 feet 
in No. 1 Douglass, Section 29-20-14, six 
miles east of Mooringsport, in the shal- 
low-sand territory. 

The Louisiana-Producers Co. has set 6- 
inch casing in No. 4 Jolly, Section 21-22- 
15, in the shallow-sand territory, east of 
Vivian. 

Bossier Parish. 

Scarcity of fuel has interfered with 
drilling operations in the Plain Dealing 
district during the past week, and the 
Palmetto Petroleum Co. and the Dallas 
Oil Co. are both temporarily closed down. 
The Standard Oil Co. is rigging up to 
drill No. 1 Heilperin, Section 32-20-11. 

In the Elm Grove district, the Hodges 
Oil Co. is drilling out 8-inch cement plug 
in No. 3 Marshall, Section 18-16-11, at 950 
feet; The Texas Co. has set 8-inch casing 
in No. 2 Caplis, Section 24-16-12, and is 
rigging up to drill No. 3 Caplis in the 
same section, and the Standard Oil Co. is 
drilling at 1,900 feet in No. 1 Washington, 
Section 31-16-11. 

On the west side of the river, in Caddo 
Parish, The Texas Co. is drilling at 1,250 
feet in No. 2 Huron Land Co., Section 
18-15-12, and the Arkansas Natural Gas 
Co. is drilling below 10-inch casing in No. 
63 Williams and at 230 feet in No. 64 
Gayle. 

Miscellaneous Fields. 

The Vogeler Oil Co. made a test in No. 
2 Wren, Section 22-12-8, 10 miles east of 
Coushatta, in the Black Lake district, 
with promising indications of oil, and has 
stopped drilling to get more acreage. 

The Atlas Oil Co. got salt water in a 
test in Webster Parish, drilled on the 
State lease on the north shore of Lake 
Bisteneau, Section 28-17-10, and the well 
was abandoned at 2,850 feet. J. Y. Steele 
is down 3,000 feet on fee land in Section 
31-20-9, five miles northwest of Minden, 
waiting for materials. 

Operations in the Monroe district have 
so far failed to result in the discovery of 
oil, but there is every reason to expect the 
existence of a pool somewhere in this ter- 
ritory and tests are being made in nearly 
every parish adjoining the large gas field 
already established. 

In Morehouse Parish, the Commercial 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling at 1,900 feet in 
No. 2 Austin-McLain, Section 14-19-5, and 
the Mountain Gulf Oil Co. is drilling at 
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2,225 feet in No. 1 Spyker, Section 39-20-5. 
In Quachita Parish, the Central Co. is 


drilling at 1,950 feet in No. 1 Kerr, Sec- 


tion 12-19-4, and the Ouachita Natural 
Gas & Oil Co. is down 1,950 feet in No. 2 
Trezevant, Section 40-20-4, temporarily 
closed down repairing boiler. 

In Union Parish, the Federal Petroleum 
Co. is drilling at 1,750 feet in a well on 
the Union Sawmill Co. lease in Section 
13-20-3. 

Alexandrians are particularly inter- 
ested in tests now being made in their 
vicinity, and it is hoped that enough gas 
will be secured in that territory to supply 
the soldiers at Camp Beauregard. There 
have been several good gas showings in 
the test Rogers & Kendall are drilling on 
the south shore of Catahoula Lake, on 
the State lease, in Section 33-6-3, 20 miles 
east of Alexandria, now down nearly a 
thousand feet. North of Alexandria, the 
Cotile Oil Co. is drilling at 1,000 feet in 
No. 2 Boyce, Section 24-5-3, In Rapides 
Parish, and the Nantachi Oil & Gas Co, is 
drilling at 500 feet in No. 1 Fletcher, Sec- 
tion 16-7-4, Grant Parish. 

The Arkansas Natural Gas Co. is drill- 
ing at 90 feet in No. 58 Giddens, Section 
29-11-6, in Natchitoches Parish. 

South of Logansport, in Sabine Parish, 
the Federal Petroleum Co. drilled to 3,200 
feet in No. 1 Hatcher, Section 27-9-14, get- 
ting no showing, and the test will be 
abandoned. Pomeeroy & Hamilton are 
drilling at 2,425 feet in the Long Leaf 
Lumber Co. well, Section 30-6-12. The 
Texas Co. has resumed operations on the 
Logan weil, work on which has been 
stopped since the beginning of.the strike, 
and has set 8-inch casing at 1;460 feet. 

West of the Bethany district, in Panola 
County, Texas, The Texas Co. is arrang- 
ing to drill deeper in the Waterman Lum- 
ber Co. well, which had a good showing 
of oil and gas at 2,025-feet. The Gulf Pro- 
duction Co. is arranging to pump the 
Trosper well and is drilling at 375 feet 
in No. 1 Aaron Jeter. 

In Bowie County, Texas, the Morgan 
Oil & Refining Co. is drilling at 300 feet 
in No. 1 Freeze, 30 miles west of Tex- 
arkana. 

Field Notes. 

The Republic Oil & Refining Co., which 
lost derrick and rig by fire last week, is 
busy rebuilding. Their well is on the 
Hardy lease, in the Pine Island district, 
and was making oil between the 6-‘and 8- 
inch casing, but will be drilled deeper. 

The “Jim Clark’ Oil Co. has been or- 
ganized, with a capital stock of $100,000, 
and will develop holdings recently ac- 
quired in the east end of the Pine Island 
district, in Section 36-21-15. The land lies 
about half way between Belcher and the 
Old Settlers Oil Co. well on the Pardue 
lease. In addition to J. W. Clark, the 
incorporators are J. B. Greer, J. H. Cov- 
ington and S. C. Fullilove. 

K. Sherrard, a yound oil-field worker 
in the Caddo field, was fatally injured 
Thursday morning, Dec. 13, when he fell 
from the top of a tank, striking his head 
on a piece of timber. The blow caused 
concussion of the brain and he was car- 
ried immediately to the sanitarium for 
an operation, where he died Friday morn- 
ing. 

Receivers for the Interstate Oil & Gas 
Co. have filed suit in New Orleans charg- 
ing fraudulent business practices, which 
will involve numerous land deals in Caddo 
Parish. It is charged that properties pur- 
chased by the company were grossly in- 
flated, one piece bought at $1,000 and 
listed at $10,000, and another bought at 
$2,000 and listed at $20,000. It is also 








charged that the treasurer was not prop- 
erly bonded. 
Weddings at Shreveport. 

N. C. McGowan, assistant manager of 
the Atlas Oil Co., was married Wednes- 
day, Dec. 12, to Miss Nelle Quiggles, one 
of Shreveport’s most beautiful and popu- 
lar young ladies. Many beautiful gifts 
were received, among them a complete 
dinner set of Haviland china from the 
employes of the Atlas Oil Co. and a beau- 
tiful lamp in gold, blue and rose design 
from the oil-field scouts. Immediately 





after the ceremony the young couple left 
for an extended bridal tour. 

Guido M. Piggott, a popular member 
of the Louisiana Oil Refining Co.’s office 
staff, was married Wednesday afternoon 
to Miss A. Lucille Hicks, one of the pop- 
ular young girls in Shreveport society. 
Among the many beautiful gifts receievd 
was a handsome silver service presented 
by the “scouts” of the various oil com- 
panies. Mr. and Mrs. Piggott left for New 
Orleans immediately after the ceremony 
for a week’s visit. 








In The Texas: Panhandle 


By F. W. 


HOW THE OIL IS HANDLED. 





WICHITA FALLS, Tex., Dec. 17.—An 
examination of the runs and shipments 
statement for this district for the month 
of November will show that, although 
there was a slight decrease in the total 
output of crude for the month, there was 
an increase in the daily average, on ac- 
count of there being one less day than 
in the month of October. The total for 
the district was 1,046,937 bblis., or 963 
bbls. less than for the previous month. 
Of this quantity, Electra produced 482,- 
862 bbls., Burkburnett’s quota was 436,- 
418 bbls., the output at Petrolia was 24,- 
682 bbis., from Strawn and Ranger came 
43,471 bbls., from Breckenridge and Moran 
15,000 bbls., from Corsicana 24,205 bbls., 
and from the various wildcats in Brown, 
Coleman, Archer, Palo Pinto and Parker 
Counties 20,299 ‘bbls. more. 


Of the production from the defined 
pools in Wichita, Wilbarger and Clay 
Counties the Magnolia Petroleum Co. got 
258,243 bbls., The Texas Co. 250,740 bbls., 
the Gulf Production Co. 47,810 bbls., the 
Red River Oil Co. 19,350 bbis., and the 
balance came from the smaller companies 
and individual producers. 


Of the pipe-line runs, The Texas Co. 
got 475,522 bbls., the Magnolia Petroleum 
Co. 372,718 bbls. and the Panhandle Re- 
fining Co. 102,311 bbls., the runs from the 
smaller fields making up a total of 1,033,- 
227 bbis., the total shipments being 1,028,- 
605 bbis., and the stocks on hand at the 
first of December were 653,781 bbls. 


The extreme cold weather, in addition 
to the drouth, has seriously interfered 
with the drilling activity in North Texas 
during the past week, and, although a 
few wells were completed in defined pools, 
they were holes that were already close 
to the sand, or else completed the latter 
part of last week and not reported. Prog- 
ress during the week has been very light 
all over the territory. 


There were six completions at Electra,, 
five wells and a dry hole. The best well 
was good for 100 bblis., the others being 
good for 50, 40, 25 and 15 bbls. Burk- 
burnett reports five small wells, none 
larger than 60 bbls. 

In the Blectra pool, all of the wells but 
one were in the shallow sands, Huide- 
copper & Wood’s Ward & Todd No. 1 
leading the list with 100 bbls. of new 
production and with 19 feet of pay at a 
depth of 605 feet. B. A. Dale’s Ward & 
Todd No. 1 is good for 50 bbls. at 600 
feet, after getting the sand at 584 feet. 
The Federal Oil Co.’s Tate No. 14 is 
making 25 bbls. from 608 to 620 feet. The 
Eureka Oil Co.’s Granger No. 1 is a 15- 





BRIDGE 


tbl. pumper at 1,011 feet. The Texas 


Co.’s Stringer No. 80 got 12 feet. of sand. 


from 1,980 to 1,992 feet and is good for 
40 bbls. The dry hole was The Texas 
Co.’s Waggoner No. 142, which was aban- 
doned at 2,200 feet. 


In the Fields. 


In the Culbertson district there are a 
number of wells drilling and some rigs 
ready to start, but little has been done 
during the past week and there were no 
completions. In this district, as well as 
in the Electra pool, work will be resumed 
and pushed as soon as the weather mod- 
erates. 


In the deep pool at Burkburnett there 
were two wells completed, the best being 
Cc. B. Farquharson’s L. F. Ramming No. 
13, which was drilled in at 1,620 feet, good 
for 60 bbls. The other was the Magnolia 
Petroleum Cofl’s Lawler No. 12, finished 
at 1,633 feet, making 15 bbls. This will 
later be shot, in hopes of increasing the 
production. The same company’s L. F. 
Ramming No. 4 was drilled through the 
1,520-foot sand, showing for a small well, 
but will be drilled deeper, as it is thought 
much better pay will be found at about 
1,640 feet. 


Three small completions are reported 
from the shallow pool. The Celina Oil 
Co.’s Cropper No. 16 was good for 7 bbls. 
at 532 feet and there were two 3-bbl. 
wells, Parker, Ezel & Co.’s Birt No. 4, 
at 275 feet, and Frank Lewis’ Donahue 
No. 1 at 225 feet. 


Not only has the prevailing cold weath- 
er hindered drilling operations, but the 
output of the producing wells has been 
seriously curtailed, in the defined pools. 
Of course, it is generally known that oil 
flows more sluggishly during cold weath- 
er, but it is also a fact, not so well 
known, that all wells in the south in- 
crease their flow when a south wind is 
blowing and that the production is sadly 
decreased when a norther blows. This 
applies not only to oil wells but to water 
wells also, and is especially noticeable 
in the flow of artesian wells, in some of 
which the difference is more than 200% 
between the delivery during a heavy 
north wind and that of an equally heavy 
one from the south. As the prevailing 
winds have been from the north during 
the last 10 days, combined with extremely 
cold weather, there will undoubtedly be 
a sad decrease in the production of North 
Texas for this month, as compared with 
the month of November, even though the 
temperature should moderate and south 
winds endure for the latter half of the 
month. 

Wildcat Doings. 


Word comes from Palo Pinto County 





that the Texas & Pacific Coal Co. has 
a nice showing of oil in its Wilbar No. 1, 
near the town of Gordon, at 500 feet and 
is testing it out. West of Palo Pinto the 
Empire Gas & Fuel Co.’s*’ Watson No. 1 
is drilling in hard lime at 3,650 feet, and 
the Taylor Oil & Gas Co.’s Dalton No. 1 
is drilling at 540 feet. Near Graford, the 
Roxana Petroleum Co.’s Dye No. 1 is at 
380 feet. Burton Bros. have made a loca- 
tion on the Green survey, five miles north 
of Graford, the stake being driven 300 
feet west and 300 feet north of the south- 
east corner of the southwest quarter of 
Section No. 1754, and the Mineral Wells 
Petroleum Co. has made a location on 
the Holt, 640 feet south and 640 feet west 
of the northeast corner of Section No. 
1722. South of Mineral Wells the Empire 
Gas & Fuel Co.’s Terry No. 1 is still fish- 
ing at 2,285 feet, and Owen & Wilson’s 
Oakes No. 1 is drilling at 4,350 feet, in a 
sand, while east of Mineral Wells the 
Johnson Drilling Co.’s Smith No. 1 is 
shut down at 2,000 feet, waiting for a 
rig and standard tools to drill deeper. 

In Parker County, the Plains Oil & Gas 
Co.’s Acme No. 1 is drilling at 3,030 feet, 
with no pay as yet, and the Parker 
County ‘Oil & Gas Co.’s Mortens No. 4 is 
shut down at 2,205 feet. 


In Eastland County, near Ranger, the 
Texas — Pacific Coal Co.’s Hagaman No. 
1 is drilling at 165 feet; its Davenport 
No. 1 and Cooper No. 1 are rigs, and new 
locations have been made for the follow- 
ing: Stewart No. 1, Shook No. 1, Phillips 
No. 1, Rusk No. 1, Lee Williams No. 1, 
Duncan .No. 1 and England No. 1. Near 
the town of Gorman} Havemeyer & Sey- 
man, of New York City, have a large 
block of acreage east of the town and 
have ordered the material for the drilling ° 
of a well Exact locations for the above 
have not been given out yet. 


Stephens County Wells. 


Stephens County reports show that The 
Texas Co.’s Parks No. 4 is drilling at 
650 feet; its Keithley No. 1 is shut down 
at 3,060 feet, waiting on 4-inch casing; its 
Lauderdale No. 1 is drilling at 1,888 feet; 
its Sandage No. 1 at 2,410 feet, and its 
Parks No. 3, Brooks No. 1 and Houston 
No. 1 are rigs. The Gulf Production Co.’s 
Fincher No. 1 is still fishing at 3,711 feet 
and its McCauley No. 1 is shut down at 
3,311 feet, on account of cold weather. 
The Texas & Pacific Coal Co.’s Lauder- 
dale No. 1 is shut down at 3,450 feet, 
waiting for a spear; its Maxwell No. is 
down below 3,700 feet, repairing frozen 
and burst water line, and its Booher No. 1 
is drilling at 3,700 feet, while the Lone 
Star Gas Co.’s Cassell No. 1 has resumed 
drilling, after the completion of a small 
water well. The water from this well is 
salty, but it is thought that it is suf- 
ficiently fresh to use for a short time 
until water can be obtained from other 
sources. 


In Young County, C. F. Colcord’s Rob- 
ert Scott No. 1 is shut down at 2,625 feet, 
waiting for casing. The Empire Gas & 
Fuel Co.’s Lisle No. 1 is drilling at 2,965 
feet. The Texas Co.’s Graham No. 1 is 
shut down at 1,565 feet, cause not known, 
and its Arnold No. 2 is drilling at 860 
feet. 

A report has come through from Cole- 
man County that Mitchell et al., drilling 
on the Gray farm, near Coleman, are in 
an oil sand, with a good chance to com- 
plete a well. No particulars and no 
depth stated. Other wells are about the 
same as at last report, as they have been ' 
shut down on account of the shortage of 
water and the cold weather. 
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| To Save Time and Labor 
| and do the Job the RightWay Use 


~The Billings Chain Pipe Wrench 


Double Action or Reversible 


i ons double action feature of the Billings Chain 

Pipe Wrench makes all the difference between a 
swiftly operated, time and labor saving, perfected tool 
and a clumsy, old fashioned, unsatisfactory one. - It 
makes all the difference between modern methods 
and obsolete methods; between conservation and waste. 


The Billings & Spencer Chain Pipe Wrench is a decided 
step in advance in the construction of such tools. It is 
the final development—the result of long years of ex- 
perience and experimenting. 


By its use it is no longer necessary to disengage wrench, 
shift over, hold it in place and adjust chain in order to 
turn pipe in opposite direction. All this waste time and 


labor is eliminated. TRADE MARK 


The Billings Chain Pipe Wrench can be Turned in Either Direc- 
tion Without Removing It From the Pipe. 


—also by merely removing outer elliptical jaws 
ih os os the wrench can be used in narrow places such 


a = as close to right angle joints where other 
z- wrenches will not serve. 


Write for ful! descriptive ‘literature of this 
wrench. It is an important con- 
tribution to industry. 





Prompt Deliveries Assured. 
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Fields of The 


Central West 


By “WHIT” 


WINTER STORM INTERFERES. 





FINDLAY, O., Dec. 15.—The Central 
West field has had the worst weather 
during the past week that has ever been 
experienced by oil men since the old 
Trenton Rock fields were developed back 
in the ’80s. The snow has not been so 
badly drifted as in the past, but the tem- 
perature was far below zero. Hundreds 
of wells were shut down and drilling will 
not be resumed until milder weather 
comes. Even the boarded-in derricks fail 
to give the drillers much relief from the 
biting winds from the northwest. Even 
Kentucky is having its cold-weather 
troubles and many drilling and pumping 
wells in the hills are closed down. 


Another thing that the oil people must 
contend with in operations is the inability 
to move material for drilling purposes 
over the railroads. In Kentucky there is 
a scarcity of drilling machines, pipe of all 
kinds and it is almost impossible to get 
service on freight shipments in small 
quantities or in car lots. Second-hand 
6%-inch casing is held at $1.20 per foot 
and other second-hand pipe accordingly. 
Prices for drilling are from $1.50 to $2.00 
per foot, with water furnished by the 
well owner. The cheapest thing in the 
field is the labor, as drillers receive from 
$5.50 to $6 per day. Automobile hire adds 
to the high costs of transportation in the 
Kentucky fields. A trip of but a few 
miles means $5 and a day’s drive of much 
less than a hundred miles costs all the 
way from $10 to $25, according to the 
conveyance. It is evident that the people 
handling such traffic feel the “getting is 
good” and keep adding additional cost 
to it, and for that reason many of the 
oil men the coming summer will drive 
their own machines to Kentucky and use 
them in their field work. It is predicted 
by oil men that have been operating in 
Kentucky for a year or so, that if the 
machines and materials could be had the 
work would be double what it is in the 
State and the coming summer would see 
a grand rush to both Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee. It is hard work getting a ma- 
chine for test work, as they are all kept 
busy, although many more wells would 
be completed if double shifts were worked 
instead of daylight work alone. 


Now that the Central West Oil Men’s 
Association has been strongly organized, 
with headquarters at Bowling Green, in 
the western field of Kentucky, and the 
Kentucky Oil Men’s Association at Lex- 
ington and Winchester, and with the two 
associations working in harmony, some 
of the conditions should be remedied be- 
fore the opening of the spring season, 
when work will start with a rush through 
the present producing areas, as well as 
a large amount of wildcatting that is 
being planned over the many counties. 


Three important deep test wells are to 
be drilled by the State Line Oil Co., of 
Independence, Kan., under the supervision 
of C. W. Benson, near Lafayette, in 
Macon County, Tenn., and the Ohio Oil 
Co. is at work on a deep well still farther 
south, and in Smith County, which will 
also test the lower formations, although 
the drilling in Smith County is hazardous, 
the rig having already been moved a num- 





ber of times since the well was started. 


Various Kentucky Districts. 


There is to be some new development 
in Breathitt County, Kentucky. The well 
drilled by. the Atlantic Oil Producing Co. 
on the Breck Crawford farm recently, 
and located near the mouth of Cope’s 
Branch on the Middle Fork River, just 
above Athol, is reported showing enough 
oil to encourage further operations, and 
this company expects to start another 
test shortly in the immediate vicinity. 
Arrangements are being made to drill 
along Middle Fork River on the Roger 
Callahan farm, near the mouth of Jett’s 
Creek, also on the James Johnson farm, 
in that section of the county. 

Word comes from Pulaski County that 
the strongest flow of gas yet found in the 
county comes from the well drilling on 
the Osborne farm, near Woodstock, the 
gas being struck at a depth of 250 feet. 
This gas was so heavy it required moving 
back the drilling boiler. A strong flow 
of gas was also found in the well drilling 
on the Wright farm at a depth of about 
400 feet. 

In Green County, in the vicinity of 
Whitewood, some of the best gas wells 
in Kentucky are being found by the Mor- 
rison Development Co. This company has 
so far drilled seven gas wells and active 
work will continue. The shallow wells 
are finished at depths varying from 309 
to 500 feet, but machines to go to depths 
of 1,200 feet or more are now being in- 
stalled. One deepdrilling mathine is 
working on the Allen Hazel farm, near 
Whitewood; one on the Mrs. Ida Turner 
farm, near the Highland school house, 
and one on the Mrs. Anna Workman farm, 
near Whitewood. Two good gas wells 
have been drilled on the R. A. White 
farm, also gas wells on the Joe Vance 
and Charles Buchanan farms. Some of 
the wells are reported good for 1,000,060 
cubic feet when first drilled in. 

The Dundee Petroleum Co. is reported 
drilling a well near the town of Upton, 
in Hardin County, where a block of leases 
has been secured, and the natives are 
very enthusiastic over the prospects of 
cil or gas. 

Leasers are now invading Livingston 
County and structures are reported to 
have been located on farms of M. B. 
Cooley and Carson Nelson, located north 
of the Cumberland River and in the vicin- 
ity of Smithland. ‘ 

The LaSalle Oil Co., reported a subsid- 
iary of the Sinclair company, is drilling 
or getting ready to drill a test on the 
Mrs. N. C. Potter farm, on Gray Fork, in 
Clay County. The work is under the 
supervision of BE. S. Lindmark, of Man- 
chester. 

M. J. Miller, of Tulsa, Okla., has been 
looking over Bastern Kentucky oil pros- 
pects around West Liberty and other 
parts of Morgan County. Mullins & Mul- 
lins, formerly reported as the Oklahoma- 
Kentucky Oil Co., have drilled in the sec- 
ond well on either the Little or Hudson 
farms, near Mize, also in Morgan County, 
and it is reported a nice gas well, equally 
as good as No. 1, which was said to be 
good for about 1,000,000 cubic feet a day. 
R. L. Wible and others a few days ago 
drilled in a small oil well on Bushy Fork, 
near Caney. The well shows for 5 or 6 
bbls. a day. The Lenox Oil & Gas Co. is 
drilling a well on the Dump Caskey farm, 





formerly known as the George HEiliott 
farm, on Indian Creek. The contract 
work is being done by the Morgan County 
Heat, Fuel & Light Co. The location is 
about a mile west of the gas wells re- 
cently drilled on the Caskey and McLain 
farms. 
To Drill in Harlan County. 


J. T. Brickner, with the Ardmore-Ken- 
tucky Oil Co., has let the contract for 
the drilling of a test well on the Hall & 
Caywood farm, on Martin’s Fork, in Har- 
lan County. Mr. Brickner is from Okla- 
homa and expects to do some deep test 
work for his company. At the opening of 
spring a well is to be drilled on the John 
Carter farm, on Crummie’s Creek, in the 
same county, and preparations will be 
made to go to a depth of 3,500 feet, if 
required. A structure has been found in 
the location of the Carter farm and a 
test will be drilled on both ends of it to 
give it a thorough testing. 

Knox County shows a little revival. It 
is announced that the Ohio Oil Co. will 
drill a deep test on the John Berry farm, 
near Gridler station, on Little Richard 
Creek. The Weaver Oil Co. is drilling a 
well on the William Tye farm. The War- 
ner-Quinlan Co. is arranging for the right- 
of-way for their proposed pipe line and 
the work of laying the line will start as 
soon as everything is in proper shape. 

In the western part of Knox County, 
Hoskins and others will drill two or more 
wells on the Frank Hawn farm, and a 
well is expected to be drilled on the Sut- 
ton 50-acre farm, east and adjoining the 
Hampton farm. No. 1 on the Hampton 
farm is pumping, according to reports, 
and showing 8 bbls. a day, and No. 2 
looks good for 5 bbls., with No. 3 drilling. 
J. W. Cashdollar, who is now operating 
in the southern part of Allen County, at 
Adolphus, has secured some acreage in 
Knox County, along with F. W. Keimes, 
of Echo, Pa., and expect to shortly start 
a test well. 

The Kentucky Western Oil & Gas Co. 
has secured a block of 43,000 acres in 
Edmonston and adjoining counties and 
already started test work on the large 
acreage of the Kentucky Asphalt Co., in 
Edmonson County. 

Illinois Field. 

But few completions were reported from 
Illinois for the week. The Associated 
Producers Co.’s No. 7 on the Harrison 
Buchannan farm, Section 10, Wabash 
County. The sand was struck at 1,472 
feet and oil at 1,518 feet, where the well 
produced 100 barrels. 

In Friendsville Township, Wabash 
County, the Midland Oil & Gas Co., far- 
merly known as the Allendale Oil Co., 
drilled a dry hole on the northwest cor- 
ner of the C. A. Price farm, Section 18. 
The depth of the hole is 1,652 feet. C. B. 
Jordan and others’ test on the Rufus 
Newkirk farm, Section 35, was dry at 
1,610 feet. 

In Parker Township, Clark County, the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 56 on the A. B. Reeds 
farm, Section $, pumped 6 bbls. 

In Dennison Township, Lawrence Coun- 
ty, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 5 on the north- 
west corner of the C. Murphy farm, Sec- 
tion 5, pumped 5 bbls. from the McClos- 
key sand at 1,842 feet. The Fisher Oil 
Co.’s test on the northeast corner of the 
J. J. Buchannan farm, Section 3, was dry 
at 997 feet. 

In Petty Township, Lawrence County, 
Snowden Bros. and others drilled a dry 
hole in No. 31 on the M. X. Piper farm, 
Section 12, at a depth of 1,720 feet. 
Griggs and others’ No. 9 on the Sarah 
Jennings farm, Section 2, pumped 10 





bbls. at 1,622 feet, and No. 10, same farm, 
pumped 25 bbls. at a depth of 1,647 feet. 
Indiana Field. 

The only completions reported from In- 
diana during the week were in the Pike 
County field, in Madison Township. The 
Ohio Oil Co.’s test on the northwest cor- 
ner of the Martin G. Fowler farm, Sec- 
tion 30, pumped 55 bbls. from the Brown 
sand at from 1,271 to 1,276 feet, and its 
No. 2 on the southwest corner of the 
J. P. Gladish farm, Section 19, pumped 
7 bbls. from the same sand at from 1,232 
to 1,234 feet. Its No. 2 on the Alex. 
Willis farm, Section 6, pumped 5 bbls. 
from the Princeton sand at from 900 to 
911 feet, while No. 6 on the John A. Sut- 
ton farm, Section 30, was dry at 1,275 
feet deep. Sole & Moreling’s test on the 
southeast corner of the Frank Troyler 
farm, Section 19, was dry at 1,272 feet 
and through the Brown sand. 

Lima Field. 

Only four completions were reported 
from the Lima field of Northwestern Ohio 
during the week. .In Harris Township, 
Ottawa County, J. Serman and others’ 
No. 1 on the southeast corner of the L. 
D. Ames farm, SSection 20, pumped 15 
bbls. in Union Township, Mercer County, 
Cooban & Weible’s No. 3 on the Catherine 
Miller farm, Section 14, pumped 25 bbls. 

In St. Mary’s Township, Auglaize Coun- 
ty, the Coop-Knermung Oil Co.’s No. 6 
on the C. H. Koop farm, Section 34, 
pumped 10 bbls. In Union Township, 
Hancock County, the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 6 
on the northeast corner of the I. J. Brun- 
dage farm, Section 33, pumped 25 bbls. 


Kentucky Field 


WINCHESTER, Ky., Dec. 15.—Heavy 
snows in Eastern Kentucky have greatly 
handicapped operations in those sections 
during the past week, and as a result 
very little extension work is reported. 
Perhaps the most important well for the 
week was reported from the Terrent dis- 
trict of Wolfe County, it being the South- 
ern Oil Co.’s No. 4 on the tract of the 
Eureka Land, Coal & Mineral Co., which 
pumped 270 bbls. for the first 24 hours, 
when the flow settled to approximately 
40 bbls. per day, but even at this it ranks 
well with the producers brought in in 
Wolfe County in recent years. The new 
well is in line with producers in the Zach- 
ariah district of Lee County. In the 
same district, the Carter Oil Co.’s No. 3 
on the Sullivan & McLin tract is credited 
with 3 bbls. The Kenova Oil Co.’s No. 2 
Edward Kincaid pumps 5 bbls. The Illi- 
nois Oil Co. got a dry hole at No. 1 J. D. 
Kincaid, as did the Kentucky Petroleum 
Producing Co. at No. 2 S. T. Whisman. 
Late reports from White Bros. well on 
the Spencer heirs’ property place it at 
25 bbls. 

In Estill County, the Arco Oil Co. got 
a 25-bbl. producer at No. 14 N. D. Weir- 
man, in the Fitchburg district. The Ohio 
Oil Co.’s second on the W. M. Truitt 
farm is rated at 5 bbls. Near Ravenna, 
the United Oil Co. got a 25-bbl. well at 
No. 21 on the A. M. Pasley tract. W. S. 
Raydure’s No. 5 on the Berry Abney 
farm pumps 8 bbls. T. BE. Hanrahan, of 
Detroit, has leased 85 acres of the John 
Miller farm on Buck Creek and plans to 
put down his initial well in a short time. 

In the Pilot district of Powell County, 
J. T. Hervey and others got a 100-bbl. 
producer at No. 15 Blijah Baker. The 
Irvine Development Co.’s No. 5 H. S. 
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The coming year shows companies and individuals preparing in every 
way possible against shutting down of machinery, and the curtailment > & 
of operating costs. 
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Rogers is rated at 15 bbls. The Ohio 
Oil Co.’s first test on the Joseph Mullen 
farm will make 79 bbls. White Brothers’ 
No. 44 John M. Ashley is estimated at 
50 bbls. The Petroleum Exploration Co.’s 
Nos. 14 and 15 on the Miller-Prewitt-Golf 
tract are credited with 75 and 125 bbls., 
respectively. 

In Lee County, in the Pilot extension, 
the Russell Oil Lands Co: got a 40-bbl. 
well at their first on the Burke Hall farm. 
The Caddy Oil Co.’s latest on the J. 
J. Wells property will make 25 bbls. In 
the Hopewell district, four miles north 
of Beattyville, the Hopewell Oil & Gas 
Co. have a well estimated at 50 bbls. 
after a shot at their second on the 
Shearer farm. Approximately 70 feet of 
pay was penctrated. 

Despite failures of the past few months, 
local parties are planning more tests to 
be drilled in Breathitt.County. Little 
territory in that county now remains un- 
leased. The Atlantic Producing & ‘Re- 
fining Co., of this city, has made a sec- 
ond location on the Breck Crawford farm, 
on Cope’s Branch, and will drill deeper 
than at No. 1, which was dry, although 
geological indications were encouraging. 
Tests on the Roger Callahan farm on the 
Kentucky River and at the mouth of 
Jett’s Creek will be started as soon as 
weather conditions will permit. 

Sylvester Newton, drilling in Lincoln 
County, has brought in another small 
well, credited with 6 bbls. Newton’s 
lease in Lincoln County is only a little 
larger than the average building lot— 
about three-fourths of an acre—and this 
is his third well. Both of his other tests 
are producing a small quantity of oil. 
The Henry Clay Oil Co., of this city is 
down 100 feet on the John Blain farm, 
near Houstonville. The Stanton Oil Co. 
is moving a rig to the farm of M. F. Reid, 
two and one-half miles from Stanford, 
the county seat. The Wood Oil Co. has 
moved a rig from the Reece farm, in 
Pulaski County, to the Caldwell farm, 
near King’s Mountain. The Daniel Boone 
Oil Co. has suspended operations at 1,150 
feet, with no favorable indications. The 
McCoy Oil Co., drilling southeast of 
Chappell’s Gap, encountered gas at 225 
feet. The Leonard Oil Co. has made a 
location on the Hatfield farm, south of 
Ottenheim, and will spud in this week. 

In Casey County, the Stanton Oil Co. is 
held up with a fishing job at 785 feet at 
their first on the D. O. Burke farm. The 
same company is drilling on the Ida 
Turner farm, northeast of Greensburg, in 
zreen County. 

In Taylor County, the Mid-Continent 
Oil & Gas Co. is drilling at a depth of 
266 feet on the Van Dyke farm, two miles 
north of Mansville. Harris and others 
are due with a well on the Andrew Lot- 
ter farm, north of Campbellisville. West 
of that town the Stanton Oil Co. 1s arill- 
ing on the Ada Turner farm. 

Gas in Woodford County. 

While drilling a city well on the Field 
farm, near Versailles, Woodford County, 
recently, J. H. Kearney & Son encoun- 
tered a flow of gas at a shallow depth. 
The gas became ignited and has been 
burning steadily since. Although Wood- 
ford County was thoroughly tested two 
years ago, farmers in the vicinity of the 
gasser have been besieged by lease men, 
and the accidental strike may result in, 
the renewal of test work there. 


Notes of Interest. 

For the quarter ending Oct. 1, the State 
Tax Commission has collected $17,340.70, 
which is 1% of the market value of all 
crude oil produced in the State of Ken- 
tucky during July, August and Septem- 
ber. Out of this amount, Bstill County 
produced approximately one-half. 

The suit of the heirs of the late John 
J. Curtis versus the United Oil Co., filed 
in Powell County, and which involves 40 
acres of Powell County land, has been 
compromised for $27,500. Only one heir 
out of the five who were plaintiffs in 
the suit refused to compromise. The 
terms of the suit were similar to those 
of the heirs of Joel McKinney versus W. 
S. Raydure et al., which was decided in 
favor of the defendant, and which was 
taken to the Court of Appeals. 

While employed by the United Fuel Gas 
Co. in drilling a well just across the 
river from Lawrence County, in West 
Virginia, Ely McGuire, an oil-field worker, 
was instantly killed last week by an ex- 
plosion of dynamite. Bob Taylor, while 
employed in the fields in Bstill County, 
was also fatally injured when struck by 
the crank of a windlass at a well which 
was being cased off. F.P.T. 





POWELL COUNTY HOLDING UP. 

TOLEDO, O., Dec. 13.—Powell County 
is the only section of the Kentucky field 
that is showing wells above the average 
for the past week, and: the development 


‘Kentucky districts, 





work is growing in that county as well 
as in Irvine and Lee Counties, which ad- 
join, and with the opening of spring much 
additional test work will be done. The 
heavy snow that prevailed over the Cen- 
tral West the past couple of days may 
have some effect upon the moving of ma- 
terial over the roads, as they are not any 
too good when the weather is ideal. 


The runs from the wells of the various 
as lately reported, 
were as follows: 

Busseyville, 305.31 bbls.; Fallsburg, 
1,548.47 bbls.; Cooper, 623.31 bblis.; Den- 
ney, 1,092.46 bbls.; Steubenville, 830.52 
Cannel City; 435.26 bbls.; Fitchburg, 20,- 
186.15 bbls.; Ravenna, 6,768.55 bblis.; Ra- 
venna A, 6,997.08 bbls.; Ravenna B., 12,- 
025.89 bbls.; Campton, 484.50  bbis.; 
Wagersville, 2,303.05 bbls.; Beaver Creek, 
8.64 bbls.; Ragland, 345.16 bbls.; Parmley- 
ville, 1,057.91 bbls.; Pilot 14, 16,849.32 bbls.; 
Pilot 15, 4,304.76 bbls.; Zachariah, 461.54 
bbls.; Stillwater, 350.02 bbls.; Williams- 
burg (car), 149.97 bblis.; total, 77,127.87 
bbls.; daily average, 12,854.65 bbls. 

Laying Pipe Lines. 

The Cumberland Pipe Line Co. is ex- 
tending its line into the Sign Board dis- 
trict, in Lee County, and as soon as com- 
pleted and pumps installed oil will be run 
from that district, where considerable 
production has already been found. Other 
sections of the field will be connected up 
as rapidly as pipe can be secured and 
there is an outlet for the crude. At this 
time the Cumberland company is handling 
about all its pipe lines will hold. 

In the Pilot field, Powell County, there 
is more real activity than in any other 
section in Kentucky at this time. White 
& Huff’s No. 40 on the J. M. Ashley farm 
pumped 25 bbis. No. 41 pumped 150 bbls. 
and No. 43 pumped 75 bblis., while No. 42 
was dry. This farm contains about 425 
acres and has all told 42 wells drilled 
upon it, of which three were dry and the 





others are reported to show a production 
of close to 4,000 bbls. a day, a portion of 
which is being handled by the pipe lines. 
This farm is now in litigation as to the 
claim of heirs. 

The Cherokee Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 13 on 
the Elijah Baker farm is credited with a 
production of 50 bbls. This is the com- 
pany in which Joe Harvey is at the head, 
and this concern is also operating in the 
Mid-Continent field. The Federal Oil Co.'s 
No. 15 William Adams farm pumped 10 
bbls. 

The Pilot Knob Oil Co.’s No. 12 on the 
H. C. Baker farm pumped 100 bbls. F. B. 
and H. S. Russell’s No. 17 on the F. B. 
Russell farm pumped but 2 bbls. 

In ‘the Irvine field, in Estill County, the 
Empire Oil & Gas Co.’s No. 6 on the 
Luther Young farm pumped 25 bbls. 
Clark and others’ No. 3 on the Wade 
Parks farm pumped 2 bbls. The New 
York-Irvine Oil Co.’s No. 8 on t he Brisco 
heirs’ farm is only good for about 5 bbls., 
and the Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 7 on the Geo. 
M. Reed, Sr., farm for about 10 bbls. The 
New York-Irvine Co.’s No. 9 on the Brisco 
heirs’ farm also pumped 5 bbls. The 
Crown Oil Co.’s Nos. 21, 22 and 24 A. J. 
Rawlins farm were all dry holes, and the 
Ohio Oil Co.’s No. 8 Geo. M. Reed, Sr., 
farm was a dry hole. 

The Security Producers & Refining Co.’s 
No. 14 on the T. W. Tyree farm pumped 
25 bbis., as did its No. 13 on the Tom Hen- 
derson farm. The Crown Oil Co.’s No. 5 
on the William C. Cox farm was a dry 
hole. 

In the Fallsburg district, in Lawrence 
County, the Omar Oil Co.’s No. 1 on the 
F. R. Bussey farm pumped 10 bbls. and a 
second well is starting. 

In the Hazel Green district, Wolfe 
County, the Mountain Oil Co.’s No. 5 on 
the Mattie Perkins farm pumped 12 bbls. 

In the Cooper district, Wayne County, 
the Wood Oil Co.’s No. 9 on the O. Smith 





farm drilled in a duster. 








Pennsylvania-West Virginia 


By D. S..WAKENIGHT 


BIG WELL IN EASTERN FIELD. 





PITTSBURGH, Pa., Dec. 17.—A blizzard 
sweeping over the Eastern fields, followed 
by zero weather, almost stopped develop- 
ment work. At no time in the past few 
years was drilling so completely tied up. 
In consequence of the shut-down for the 
greater part of the week. However, there 
was one completion that attracted much 
attention, owing to its size. It is the 
Manufacturers Light & Heat Co.’s No. 
4 on the L. & M. Stropé farm, located 
in the Isminger pool, Springhill Township, 
Greene County. The well was drilled 
in early in the preceeding week and on 
Friday was drilled a little deeper. During 
the ensuing 24 hours the well produced 
1,166 bbls., giving it the distinction of 
being the largest producer completed in 
the Eastern fields during the current 
year. The well did not show marked 
staying qualities, as it is located inside 
of defined territory. At the close of the 
past week the production had dropped 
to 500 bbls. a day. The location is along 
the northeast and southwest line of de- 
velopments. No. 1 on the L. & M. Strope 
farm, for months delayed with a fishing 
job, is drilling in the top of the Gordon 
sand. This location is favorable for a 
good producer, but the wells: completed 
since it was started, have had a long 
pull on the producing formation. 


As to the future of the Isminger pool, 
there is not much room for speculation. 
On the northeast and southwest line 
there is room for considerable develop- 
ment work, but not much chance for 
extending the producing limits. ,On the 
west side is gas and the producing limits 
to the east have been fully defined. It 
is expensive territory to drill and oper- 
ators holding leases will not rush devel- 
opment work—not during the winter 
months, at least. This and the Speechley 
sand territory in Allegheny County are in 
a class by themselves when it comes to 
cost of operating. 

Red Bank Pool. 


The new development near New Beth- 
lehem, Red Fork Township, Clarion Coun- 
ty, is by far the best attraction in the 
local fields. No new wells were com- 
pleted during the week, but new work 
is starting. The three producing wells 
are holding up creditably and one or 
more will be due to get the sand before 
the end of another week. The new wells 
under way are so distributed as to make 
a fair test for the territory. In a way, 
the development is unique. It is so far 

from any previous pool as to 


be in a class by itself. There is no room 
for comparison or lining it up with some 
other previous development. The near- 
est is more than six miles distant. Should 
it prove to be a pool of appreciable di- 
mensions it will be but a few weeks be- 
fore the rush to start new work begins. 
The depth of the wells is between 800 
and 900 feet. 

In Central district, Doddridge County, 
the Imperial Oil & Gas Products Co. com- 
pleted a test on the M. E. Dotson farm. 





It is a natural producer, good for 6 bbls. a 
day in the Big Injun sand. This location 
is 600 feet north of the Hope Natural Gas 
Co.’s test on the Henry K. Hewitt farm. 


In the Burning Springs district, Wirt 
County, A. A. & E. P. Mellon have com- 
pleted and shot No. 36 on the Rathbone 
oil tract. It is good for 5 bbls. a day in 
the second Cow Run sand. In the same 
district, the Red River Oil & Gas Co. has 
drilled No. 9 on the W. H. H. Wheaton 
farm through the Salt sand. It is not 
good for more than 2 bbls. a day in that 
formation. 

On Dolls Run, Clay district, Monongalia 
County, the Wabash Oil Co. has drilled 
No. 14 on the J. C. Morris farm through 
the Big Injun sand and showing for a 
2-bbl. pumper. On Knob Fork, Clay dis- 
trict, Wetzel County, the Hope Natural 
Gas Co. has completed a test on the J. 
B. Brush farm. It is a gasser in the 
Gordon sand. 

On Pole Camp Run, Union district, 
Harrison County, the Crude Oil Co. has 
drilled its test on the E. M. Ferris farm 
into the top of the Gordon sand. It is 
showing some gas and is still drilling. 
On Kincholoe Creek, in the same district, 
the Hope Natural Gas Co. has drilled a 
test on the J. W. McKinley farm into the 
Big Injun sand. A light gas pressure has 
been developed in that formation. 

On Bartholomew Run, Mannington dis- 
trict, Marion County, the Hope Natural 
Gas Co. has rig material at a location 
for a test on the B. H. Hudson farm. On 
Pyles Fork, in the same district, the same 
company is drilling on the B. F. Wells 
farm. On States Fork, the Hope com- 
pany has started to drill on the Eliza 
Wells farm. 

On Long Drain Run, Church district, 
Wetzel County, the Carnegie Natural Gas 
Co. is drilling on the Mary J. Fetty farm. 
On Fishing Creek, Grant district, the 
same company is due in the Gordon sand 
on the James H. Shreve farm. On Fish- 
ing Creek, Center district, the Hope Nat- 
ural Gas Co. is underreaming at its test 
on the J. M. Brown farm. In the same 
district, the same company is building a 
rig on the Roberts heirs’ farm. On Fish 
Creek, Church district, the Manufacturers 
Light & Heat Co. is hauling in rig tim- 
bers at a location on the E. & C. Cosgray 
farm. 

On Little Creek, Spencer district, Roane 
County, the Pure Gas Co. is delayed with 
a crooked hole at its test on the Mary M. 
Greenleaf heirs’ farm. On Spring Creek, 
Grant district, Jackson County, the Car- 
ter Oil Co. has started to drill a wildcat 
on the H. E. Cover farm. In Ten Mile 
district, Harrison County, located on 
Grass Kun, Randolph & Dennison have 
started to drill a second test on the Amos 
Maxwell farm. In Smithfield district, 
Roane County, the Carter Oil Co. has 
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The Walsh & Weidner Boiler Co. 
CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


WE MANUFACTURE 


TUBULAR AND WATER TUBE BOILERS 
STEAM AND FIRE STILLS 
WE FABRICATE AND ERECT 
TANKS, AGITATORS, 
STRUCTURAL STEEL 


LARGE STOCK—PROMPT SERVICE 
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- Mounted on 1917 Ford. 














FOR CASH AT A BARGAIN 


GAS TESTING OUTFIT 


CALL OSAGE 921, TULSA, OKLA, 


In first-class condition. 
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Producers Oil Co.’s Machine Working 





COMBINATION CLEANING OUT 
AND PULLING MACHINES 


Ideal for oil country service. Best and most economical 
machines of their type. Complete, self-contained units in 
themselves. Self propelling, with road speeds 14% to 3 miles 

- per hour. Asa cleaning out machine, it can be placed at 
the well and fully rigged ready for cleaning purposes in 1 
to 2 hours. As a pulling machine, it can be rigged for 
pulling in 10 minutes. Average cleaning out cost per well, 
$150,00. Crew—2 men, operator and pumper. Can be 
used for drilling old wells deeper, to a maximum depth of 


2,000 feet. 


It saves time, trouble and expense. Write today for 
free descriptive and illustrative Bulletin 666. 


THE BUCKEYE TRACTION DITCHER CO. 
FINDLAY, OHIO 





Manufacturers also of 


PIPE LINE TRENCH EXCAVATORS AND PIPE-SCREWING MACHINES 





G. C. SWARTZ, General Agent, Hotel Tulsa, TULSA, OKLA, 


Repairs for Pulling and Cleaning-Out Machines carried in stock at Tulsa, Okla. 

















ROUMANIAN SPECIAL 





SWIVEL ATTACHMENT 








MOGUL STEEL HOISTING and SNATCH BLOCKS 


ARE THE 


BEST FOR OIL COUNTRY USE 


QUALITY-SAFETY-DURABILITY 


FEATURES 


Hand Forged Bails—No Crystalization. 

Pins and Shaft Re-inforced on Side. 

Plates—Tank Steel—60,000 Pounds Test. 
Self-Oiling and Bronze Bushed. 


Manufactured By 


LUCEY MFG. CORPORATION 


NEW YORK PITTSBURGH LOS ANGELES 
HOUSTON LONDON TAMPICO 
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abandoned No. 43 on the P. A. Tallman 
farm. 

On Wheeling Creek, Richhill Township, 
Greene County, the Natural Gas Co. of 
West Virginia has drilled a test on the 


Mary Patterson farm into the Gordon 
sand. It is a gasser. In the same dis- 
trict, the Carnegie Natural Gas Co. is 


due in the sand at a test on the W. H. 
McCracken farm. The same company has 
started to drill a test on the John Par- 
sons farm. The Natural Gas Co. of West 
Virginia is down 1,500 feet at a test on 
ihe John Clutter farm. The City & Sub- 
urban Gas Co. is due in the Big Injun 
sand on the Jacob Powers farm. 

Owing to the cold weather, work in 
the new pool in Red Bank Township, 
Clarion County, was delayed. One or two 





wells will be due this week. ‘The first 
is Norwood, Johnston & Co.'s test on the 
James Redaker farm. The Apollo Nat- 
ural Gas Co. is tubing its well on the 
Facemyer farm and will put it to pump- 
ing. There is a good deal of interest 
centered in this new development. 


Southeastern Ohio. 


The Buckeye fields had no completions 
to offer at the close of the week. When 
the weather moderates, the shallow-sand 

istricts are expected to show an increase 
n development work. The last advance 
in the market has encouraged operators 
to try for a little more production. Light 
wells are the best hoped for, but so long 
as they can be had development work 
will continue. 








California Field Operations 


By C. H. 


NOVEMBER FIELD STATISTICS. 





LOS ANGELES, Cal., Dec. 14.—Produc- 
tion for the month of November of 170,- 
406 bbls. daily is but slight change from 
production figures for October. Ship- 
ments for November of 310,122 bbls. daily 
are an increase of 11,040 bbls. daily com- 
pared with October. A stock decrease of 
1,191,490 bbls. is the result of the dis- 
parity, between production and shipments. 
An initial daily production of 8,000 bbls. 
came from the 63 completions during the 
month. 





Daily 
Field. Rigs. a — Prod 
Kern River ....c.c00 o- 2,510 
McKittrick ......... 16 : 8,485 
Midway-Sunset 95 21 97,266 
Lost Hills-Belridge.. 4 25 10 17,345 
Coalimg® .. ccccscece 56 11 44,007 
Lompoc-Santa Maria. 3 49 6 17,765 
Ventura Co.-Newhall. 2 45 1 3,348 
Los Angeles-Salt Lake .. wie 1 3,993 
Whittier-Fullerton... 9 91 7 55,457 
Summerland ........ .. ee oe 15 
Watsonville ......... .. oe ee 75 
TORE cncencendeces 60 384 270,406 


Total crude oil stocks Nov. 30, 32,603,625 


Is. 
Total shipments from fields, 
9,303,663 bbls. 


Oil Stock Four Cents a Share. 


“Being a stockholder in the ‘Get-Rich- 
Quick Oil Co.,’ I am anxious to learn 
something about its standing in your 
community. What do you know about 
it? I have recently received notice of a 
2% assessment. Do you think it would 
be advisable for me to pay it?” 


This is just a fair sample of the nature 
of some of the inquiries received by your 
reporter from time to time. 


Some years ago a friend of the writer, 
a young man working for a moderate sal- 
ary for the Santa Fe Railway Co., broke 
into the office with the information that 
he had just recently purchased 2,500 
shares of stock at 4 cents a share in one 
of the old resurrected oil companies of 
Ventura County, and he was considering 
the advisability of putting the rest of his 
savings, some $300, in more stock, as the 
president of the company had told him 
in strict confidence that inside of the next 
two weeks the stock would be raised to 
20 cents a share and there would be no 
more stock placed on the market. 


We advised the young man that inas- 
much as he had been a pretty liberal 
contributor, it would be the best policy 
for him to let the matter rest and not 
plunge too heavily till some results were 
forthcoming on his first investment. This 
advice the young man communicated to 
the president of the company as his rea- 
son for not taking more stock, and that 
individual naturally ‘‘got sore’ at the 
writer, who, as he put it, “had no busi- 
ness butting in and heading off the sale,” 
and this unpleasant feeling has never 
since abated and “he never speaks as we 
pass by.” 

It turned out later that the company 
levied a 2% assessment, which cost my 
friend $50 more, as he undoubtedly did 
not profit by the old saying that “it is 
poor policy to send good money after bad 
money,” but later he found an easy 
mark, sold out for $40 and let the $110 
stand as “‘experience well paid for.’”” The 
company in question, which was known 
as the Piru Monarch, has long since 
passed into the realms of oblivion. 


Information is asked regarding the 
Pyramid Oi] Co., which is still in ex- 
istence. This is a company promoted sev- 
eral years ago by the Otto B. Johnson in- 
terests at San Francisco. They own an 
old and antiquated property in Ventura 
County which has been advertised in 
some of their literature as on a dividend- 
paying basis, and they have been largely 
interested in wildcatting and have a small 
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production in the Midway field, but they 
are in hard‘ lines, as is shown by their 
advertisements in the Bakersfield and 
Taft papers, of three columns of names 
of people who have “‘gone delinquent” for 
an assessment of 2% on their stock, be- 
ing assessment No. 10 and levied on Aug. 
21 last. Further comment in unneces- 
sary. 
A False Alarm. 

A report in the Times says: ‘With the 
gate-valve installed, and after having 
spent two weeks making all preparations 
for the advent of a possible gusher, drill- 
ing will now be resumed at well No. 1 
of the True Oil Co. The operations of 
this company are attracting more atten- 
tion at the present moment than that of 
any petroleum enterprise in the California 
fields. Two weeks ago the True Oil Co. 
tapped oil of 36 gravity when the oil 
sands had only been penetrated to a 
depth of 35 feet. The pressure of gas 
was so terrific at that time that the 
management decided to suspend further 
drilling until a safety valve could be put 
on and preparations made for the bring- 
ing in of a gusher. As soon as the news 
leaked out of the discovery of oil in this 
wildcat territory there was a rush for 
locations, practically all of the land being 
Government owned and not withdrawn 
from entry. It is reported from Bakers- 
fieid that all the big companies now have 
property in this field, including the Stand- 
ard, Associated, Union and Doheny. 

“Officers of the company state that in 
their opinion the field will prove to be 
one of the largest in the State, with the 
highest gravity petroleum yet discovered 
in quantity. According to the statements 
of a number of reliable oil operators with 
locations in the new district, rigs and 
tools have been ordered for the sinking 
of over a dozen additional wells at once. 
It is anticipated that the True Oil Co. 
itself will start a number of wells on 
other parts of its property, comprising 
960 acres, in the near future.” 

The well mentioned is located some 15 
miles south of Maricopa and is a wild- 
cat which has been drilling for several 
months. The story as quoted lacks con- 
firmation in many respects, and from 
most reliable information it is ascertained 
that there is not the least probability of 
any oil in commercial quantities being 
developed at the present time. It is a 
fact that not a ripple of excitement has 
resulted and there is not the faintest pros- 
pect of “a dozen different wells starting 
in this field,”” for were it possible to get 
the equipment there are too many loca- 
tions in proven fields where it would be 
found to much better advantage to use 
the material. The True Oil Co. is an 
Arizona corporation, capitalized at $2,000,- 
000, and is still in the promotion stages 
with no production. 

Thinning Asphaitum. 


In the Casmalia field there is a consid- 
erable amount of experimenting still go- 
ing on in an effort to find some method 
for thinning the thick, black, heavy oil 
so as to make it transportable through 
the pipe lines. Dehydrating and cracking 
plants have so far proven inadequate, but 
it is reported that a certain device has 
recently been worked out whereby through 
hot-air compression a large percentage of 
the oil is reduced to coke, and this in 
turn is pulverized into atoms and put 
through another hot-air process, and when 
again mixed with the oil the gravity is 
lightened from 2 to 3 degrees. This, it 
is stated, is the greatest improvement 
so far made and advances the prospects 
of ultimately bringing the gravity to a 
point that will admit its being forced 
through the pipe lines. 

Work in this field, which some months 
ago was started by the Doheny Pacific 
Petroleum and the Associated with great 





promise, has in -more recent months 
shown considerable curtailment, not more 
than one-half the number of strings of 
tools being at work. 

That the Dominguez ranch will never 
materialize into an oil field is the inevit- 
able conclusion that is forced upon the 
Standard Oil Co. by the drilling of its 
wildcat to a depth of 5,000 feet in this 
location. The scene of this effort is 
located near the Pacific Electric Railroad 
midway between Los Angels and Long 
Beach, and at one time was considered as 
having all the earmarks of a promising 
oil field. It is said the company will drill 
to a still greater depth before giving up 
all hopes. 

A report from Fresno states that the 
test well drilled by C. J. Heyler, of Los 
Angeles, near Clovis Fresno County, has 
been abandoned, having failed to locate 
the oil sand. The well drilling across the 
river from this location by San Diego 
people, it is stated, has also been aban- 
doned, but the rig will be removed to a 
new location and another effort made. 
The possibilities do not look encouraging. 

Very little of special importance has 
marked the work now under way in the 
Montebello field during the past week. 
During the latter part of the week the 
California Star Oil Co. went into the oil 
sand at 1,700 feet, but no appreciable re- 
sults are yet attainable, as the well has 
not been put on the pump. The Standard 
Oil Co. has also struck the oil sand in 
their No. 9 on the Baldwin at a depth of 
2,700 feet, with promise of: a large pro- 
ducer. 

The Red Star Petroleum Co.’s No. 1, 
east of the Temple lease, which started 
at 1,100 bbls. a day some three weeks ago, 
has shown a decline and is now making 
an average of 500 bbls. a day. None of 
the wells reported will have any tendency 
toward broadening the present proven 
area. 

The Petroleum Midway well on the 
Howard & Smith lease, west of the proven 
field, is showing some indications of oil. 
This will have a tendency, should it 
materialize into a producer, of extending 
the proven area a mile or more west from 
the discovery well. 





KANSAS-OKLAHOMA RATES ARE 
HELD TO BE UNREASONABLE. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 14.—The Inter- 
state Commerce Commission has rendered 
an opinion in the case of the National 
Petroleum Association et al. versus the 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway Co. et 
al, holding that the rates on petroleum 
and its products in carloads from South- 
eastern Kansas to points in Oklahoma 
are unreasonable, and reasonable maxi- 
mum rates will be prescribed for the 
future. These reasonable rates will he 
from points in Southeastern Kansas, not 
to exceed 100 pounds, to Bartlesville, 12 
cents; to Tulsa, 15 cents, to Cushing, 17 
cents; to Drumright, 18 cents; to Enid, 
19 cents; to Oklahoma City, 20 cents; to 
Clinton, 26 cents. This order shall con- 
tinue for a period of not less than two 
years from the Gate it becomes effective. 

The Commission also denies authority 
to the railroads to continue rates on pe- 
troleum and its products in carloads from 
Caney, Independence, Chanute, Erie, Ar- 
kansas City and Coffeyville, in Kansas, 
to Bartlesville, Tulsa, Cushing, Drum- 
right, Enid, Oklahoma City and Clinton, 
Okla., lower than the rates contemporan- 
eously maintained on like traffic from or 
to intermediate points, this order effec- 
live March 15, 1918. C.E.K. 





PRAIRIE OIL & GAS COMPANY. 





INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Dec. 14.—The 
Prairie Oil & Gas Co. today declared a 
quarterly dividend of $3 and an extra 
dividend of $2, payable Jan. 31 to stock 
of record Dec. 31. 





EMERGENCY TANKS ARE PROPOSED. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 18.—Estimates 
are being figured out by experts on the 
cost of constructing proposed gas storage 
tanks here by the Oklahoma Gas & Blec- 
tric Co. The idea is to have gas on hand 
in ample quantities to meet emergencies. 
Gas hearing before the Corporation Com- 
mission is scheduled for Dec. 27. 





SEGREGATING STATE LANDS. 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Nov. 18.—As a re- 
sult of the striking of gas in Canadian 
County, the School Land Board has voted 
to set aside State lands in that part of 
the State for oil and gas developments 
and later this territory is to be leased to 
operators. Near Yukon a 10,000,000-foot 
gasser is causing quite a flurry. The oil 
and gas area is being developed toward 
Oklahoma City. 


DONATION BY CALVIN N. PAYNE. 


ITUSVILLE, Pa Da., Dec. 15.—Friends of 
ha Titusville City Hospital will be inter- 
ested in the fact that while C. N. Payne 
was in the city on Wednesday, he pre- 
sented to S. S. Bryan, president of the 
hospital association, five $1,000 Liberty 
Loan bonds bearing 3%% interest. 

The $5,000 given by Mr. Payne will be 
added to the $10,000 left to the hospital 
by the late Mrs. Joseph Seep, and this 
money will be made the nucleus of a 
fund, the income of which will be used 
for the erection of neded additions to the 
institution. 





MEDIATOR REED AT HOUSTON; 
IS TRYING TO END STRIKE. 





HOUSTON, Tex., Dec. 18.—Verner Z. 
Reed, one of President Wilson’s. special 
mediation commission, sent into the West 
to settle labor difficulties affecting the 
war program, today began. conferences 
here with oil producers and striking oil- 
field workers. The strike affects 16 pro- 
ducing fields in Texas and Louisiana, sev- 
eral thousand men having walked out 
Nov. 1. 

Shortly before noon Mediator Reed met 
with produecers’ representatives and later 
in the day was scheduled to meet with a 
committee of the workers. Wages, hours 
and union recognition are the points at 
issue. 





Stop Pulling 
Tubing! 


THE McGREGOR WORK- 
ING BARREL WILL RE- 
DUCE COST OF OPER- 
ATING LEASE. 


It is not an experiment— 
years of actual service has 
proven it the best working 
barrel on the market. It 
is used by a majority of 
the producers, both large 
and small, throughout the 
United States and in for- 
eign fields. 

Especially adaptable for 
wells making sand or with 
worn-out working barrels 
or leaky valves. 





See your dealer or 
write us for circular 


McGregor Working 
Barrel Company inc. 


Sole Manufacturers 
Bradford, Pa. 





























PETROLEUM ENGINEER 


IN THE 
KENTUCKY FIELD 
EXAMINATIONS, APPRAISE- 


MENTS and REPORTS made upon 
Oil and Gas Properties in Ken- 
tucky. 


Maps of ALL, COUNTIBS, show- 
ing latest developments, including 
Pipe Lines, Major Faults, Rail- 
roads, etc. Maps locating Wildcat 
Leases made for private interests. 
Large Map of the State, showing 
complete developments is now 
ready. y 


PRODUCTION, ROYALTY 
and LEASE BROKER 


The man who knows the 
Kentucky Field 


GEORGE H. SAGER, 
204 Lindsay Bldg. Winchester, Ky. 
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PETROLEUM 


PRODUCTS or QUALITY 





Gasoline Lubricants 
Naphtha Refined Oils 
Kerosene Paraffine Wax 
Gas Oils Road Oils 
Fuel Oils Asphalt 
SINCLAIR REFINING COMPANY 
| REFINERS DISTRIBUTERS 
Shipments in Tank Cars, Wood or Steel Barrels 
NEW YORK Cable Address CHICAGO 
120 Broadway *‘Sorcorp”’ Conway Bidg. 











INTERSTATE PIPE CQ. 


Oil Country Tubular Products 


GENERAL OFFICES: OLIVER BUILDING, 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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Tubing | 








Drive Pipe 








Line Pipe 


SALES OFFICES; 
TULSA, OKLA. BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. HOUSTON, TEX. 
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Healdton Field 


ARDMORE, Okla., Dec. 17.—In equip- 
ping leases in the Healdton field located 
on the south side of the State, the oper- 
ators evidently were of the opinion that 
Oklahoma was a land of perpetual sun- 
shine, and as a result many of the water 
and gas pipes were not buried and those 
that were placed under ground were 
buried but a few inches under the sur- 
face. When a 10 days’ siege of freezing 
weather came the operators were in a 
poor way to overcome the disadvantages 
of freezing weather, and the field during 
this period is making only about two- 
thirds of its regular production. On some 
of the leases every pump was stilled and 
on many others a portion of the wells 
were shut in. 

The Cotton County area, near the town 
of Walters, is but a gas field so far, al- 
though there is a prospect that oil will 
be developed there, as two wells have oil 
showings below the level of the heavy 
gas sands. The Lone Star Gas Co. evi- 
dently has faith in the field as being a 
good gas area, for the reason that the 
company has purchased from John C. 
Keyes and his associates the gas as it 
is produced and the company is building 
a 12-inch line into Cotton County from 
Petrolia, Tex. The distance is about 32 
miles and when the line is laid the gas 
will be conveyed to Fort Worth, Dallas 
and other North Texas cities. 

The Carter Oil Co., which has never 
sold a barrel of oil since it entered Heald- 
ton, and which has in storage now about 
two and a quarter million barrels of 
Heaidton crude, has recently purchased 
the Newton farm of 140 acres, in Section 
20-4-3, and this land will be used as a 
tank farm. It will accommodate about 25 
tanks of a capacity of 55,000 bbls. each. 

Westheimer & Daube have begun the 
construction of a rig on fee lands in the 
northwest of the southwest of Section 
20-4-2, which is ahead of production in 
the southeast extension, and this will be 
a very interesting test. Jake L. Hamon 
has let a drilling contract on a well in 
the northwest quarter of the same sec- 
tion, diagonally southeast across a 10- 
acre tract from the failure drilled in the 
northwest corner of the same section by 
The Texas Co. J.F.E. 


Domain of Oil & Gas; 
Derrick’s Great Edition 


One of the most remarkable issues of 
any newspaper anywhere, at any time, 
is the Oil City Derrick’s industrial sup- 
plement descriptive of oil and gas devel- 
opments of the nation from the beginning 
to the present, published last Saturday 
and just received here. The issue is one 
of 212 pages, exclusive of the covers. The 
pages are of the usual Derrick size and 
each copy of the supplement weighs 
nearly five pounds. 

To handle an issue of that kind shows 
the Derrick’s mechanical facilities to be 
unsurpassed by any similar publication in 
any country. 

The edition is entitled ‘““‘The Domain of 
Oil and Gas’”’ and it is lavishly illustrated. 
Pen-drawn portraits of leading men in 
the industry, together with biographical 
sketches, are printed in its pages, and 
there are oil-region scenes and other in- 
teresting and appropriate pictures per- 
taining to petroleum. : 

The history of the oil fields is given by 
competent writers and no phase of the 
business is slighted in the reviews of 
Oildom’s widespread and ever-extending 
activities. It is a record of the achieve- 
ments of oil men from the days of Drake 
and as such is unique in its scope, grip- 
ping interest and accuracy. There have 
been many books written about oil and 
gas, but in this single newspaper issue is 
much more than any book could contain. 
It is in a class by itself and is indicative 
of the enterprise and thoroughness which 
characterize the Oil City Derrick’s method 
of dealing with oil and gas subjects. No 
other newspaper has ever been able to 
compete with the Derrick as ‘the organ 
of oil,”” and this special industrial edi- 
tion is its crowning work in the field it 
so capably covers. 

In this supplement are to be seen more 
advertisements of leading concerns iden- 
tified with the oil and gas business than 
have ever before been printed in the 
pages of any single publication. 

For 32 years the Derrick has been 








owned and directed by Patrick C. Boyle 
and the paper, during that period, has 
grown from a four-page daily to a modern 
high-class publication, averaging over 14 
pages and containing the news of the 
world in addition to its oil and gas infor- 
mation. 


Its statistics are of great value 








to the industry; its monthly oil-field re- 
ports are elaborate and as nearly correct 
as such reports may be. It has compe- 
tent correspondents in all the oil fields 
and it keeps in close touch with the in- 
dustry everywhere. 

To Mr. Boyle and those who have so 
ably assisted him in getting out this 
mammoth edition, much praise is due. 
They have made a new record of achieve- 
ment in oil-region journalism. 





Arizona An Applicant 
For Oil Field Honors 


The following communication, under 
date of Dec. 12, written by a resident of 
Prescott, Ariz., has been received by The 
Journal: 

I wish to call your attention to a new 
oil field which is being exploited near 
here. 

The district is known as the Del Rio 
oil field and is located about 35 miles 
north of the city of Prescott, Ariz., in 
Townships 16, 17, 18 and 19, Ranges 1, 2 
and 3, west of the Gila & Salt River 
meridian. 

About six years ago, Mr. Ross and 
associates drilled a well in Section 27, 
Township 18, Range 2 west, to a depth of 
1,965 feet. They struck a strong flow of 
water, and being inexperienced operators, 
did not understand the handling of the 
water. At a depth of 1,855 feet they came 
into oil sand and went through it at 
1,965 feet. 

A showing of oil and some gas was 
found, but owing to the heavy pressure 
of the water, and finances being low, they 
shut the well down. 

In passing through this valley about 
one year ago, I noticed what I thought 
was an anticline, and brought it to the 
attention of some parties, and a com- 
pany was formed known as the Arizona 
Del Rio Oil & Refining Co., with holdings 
of five sections. . 

This company employed E. T. Ritter, 
a geologist of Colorado Springs, who has 
had wide experience in Oklahoma and 
Wyoming oil fields. Mr. Ritter was 
very much surprised when he went over 
the ground, taking several days to do so. 
He made a very favorable report, recom- 
mending the territory as worthy of devel- 
opment. 

The Del Rio company has selected a 
location near the center of Section 26-8-2 
and lumber is on the ground for bunk 
houses and rig. It is expected work will 
be started by Jan. 15. 

Since then the Arizona Oil & Refining 
Co. has obtained some ground and has a 
rig on the road. Their location will be 
in the northwest of Section 35-18-2. 

Several other companies are being 
formed and will drill test wells. One 
company has taken up considerable acre- 
age in the Verde River Valley, about 15 
miles southeast of the Del Rio field, and 
will commence operations immediately. 








RIG DESTROYED BY FIRE; 
BLOODHOUNDS CLUE FAILURE. 
INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Dec. 18.—On 
Friday night a rig was burned and an 
oil tank opened on the Tyrone Oil Co.’s 
lease southeast of Tyro, Kan. The rig 
was totally destroyed and the oil in the 
tank was lost. The I. W. W. were sus- 
pected and bloodhounds were put on the 
scent of the supposed vandals. The dogs 
followed a trail to the home of a former 
employe of the company, in the vicinity, 
and a warrant was issued for the arrest 
of the man on whom suspicion was thus 
placed. But he was able to prove that at 
the time of the fire he was at a pump 
station where he is employed, west of 
Tyro, and proceedings against him were 
dropped. 


OIL MEN AND GOVERNOR CONFER. 








AUSTIN, Tex., Dec. 15.—A conference 
between Governor W. P. Hobby and rep- 
resentatives of producing and pipe line 
companies was held here Friday. It was 
said the conference was in relation to a 
war measure, but no further information 
was given out. The meeting was attend- 
ed by Judge Robert A. John, president of 
the Texas Pipe Line Co., Houston; Under- 
wood Nazro, vice president of the Gulf 
company interests, Houston; E. E. Towns 
and J. F. Wolters, Houston lawyers, and 
Horace Thompson and I. R. Brodages, 
producers, of Beaumont. 





LEFT FOR CALIFORNIA. 





Cc. M. Armstrong, oil producer and sec- 
retary of the Bastern Torpedo Co., left 
Tulsa on Tuesday for Long Beach, Cal., 
where he expects to spend the holidays 
with his family. 








Congressmen Object To 
Osage Lease Extension 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 16.—Members of 
the Oklahoma delegation in Congress are 
opposed to extension of the tribal rela- 
tions of the Osage Indians beyond 1931, 
as now provided by law, and the amend- 
ment proposed by the Interior Depart- 
ment for extension of the tribal organ- 
ization until 1959 will be eliminated on 
a point of order from the Indian appro- 
priation bill. 

A delegation of oil producers from 
Tulsa, including D. F. Connolly, Judge 
J. J. Shea and J. A. Veasey, are here for 
a conference with the delegation. Pro- 
ducers and those desiring leases in the 
Osage territory are uniformly for the ex- 
tension, claiming that it would facilitate 
the leasing of the land for oil and gas 
purposes and bring more money to the 
tribe. 

The delegation also will go before the 
tax committee of the Treasury Depart- 
ment seeking a more liberal construc- 
tion in applying the excess profits sec- 
tion of the war revenue act to oil and 
gas companies. Their complaint is sim- 
ilar to that voiced by the Texas and 
Louisiana producers here some days ago, 
who asked that the Treasury adopt cer- 
tain fixed expenditures as investments. 
Many oil companies, it is stated, will be 
required to borrow in order to pay taxes 
under existing construction of the act. 








W. E. LOCKHART SEVERELY HURT. 





W. E. Lockhart, treasurer of the Pro- 
ducers Oil Co., before its absorption by 
The Texas Co., is confined to his home 
in Houston, Tex., with three broken ribs 
and other injuries sustained when he was 
struck by an automobile within a block 
of his home. Mr. Lockhart will come to 
Tulsa to assume the secretary-treasurer- 
ship of the Oklahoma Producing & Refin- 
ing Co. 





RETURNS TO HOUSTON. 





James P. Flanagan, secretary-treasurer 
of the Gulf Oil Corporation, left for Hous- 
ton, Tex., on Tuesday, following a few 
days’ visit in Tulsa. Mr. Flanagan came 
to this city from Lima, O., where the 
burial of his wife took place. 





SCHOOL LAND BOARD STANDS PAT. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. i8—E. B. 
Howard, State. Auditor, has asked the 
School Land Board to rescind its action 
taken some time ago, to not advertise or 
lease any school lands in the State pend- 
ing a court decision on the matter. But 
the board has concluded to stand pat and 
not change its program. So the matter 
stands. Mr. Howard explains that he be- 
lieves the lands should be developed so 
as to increase the oil supply, now so much 
needed owing to war. 





ADDITIONAL DEATHS. 





George Dryden, aged 61-years, died at 
his home at Port Arthur, Tex., Dec. 14. 
He had been a resident of that city for 
14 years and was associated with the 
Charles Martin Co., oil inspectors. De- 
ceased was born in Cincinnati and was 
a member of the New York Produce Ex- 
change, Port Arthur Rotary Club, the 
Elks and Knights of Columbus. 

P. D. Smith, aged 36 years, a former 
employe of the Port Arthur plant of The 
Texas Co., but lately connected with the 
Petroleum Refining Co., was kilied in a 
collision between. a street car and a pas- 
senger train in Houston, Tex. 





Pierce Interests Get 
Permit To Do Business 


AUSTIN, Tex., Dec. 17.—The Secretary 
of State’s department this evening grant- 
ed a permit to do business in Texas to 
the Pierce Oil Corporation, of Richmond, 
Va., with Texas headquarters at Dallas. 
The corporation is headed by Henry Clay 
Pierce, of New York, and has an author- 
ized capital stock of $33,000,000, 10% of 
which is paid in. 

Granting of the permit followed the 
decision of Judge Graves in the 26th Dis- 
trict Court that the new corporation, 
which is to take over the property of the 
Waters Pierce Oil Co. in Texas, was en- 
titled to the permit. The Attorney-Gen- 
eral’s department approved of the appli- 
cation for the permit. 

The Waters Pierce Oil Co. was ousted 
from Texas under the State anti-trust 
laws several years ago. 

















Westinghouse 
Turbine-Generator 
for Refinery Service. 


Some Losses are Apparent, 
But Hard to Check— 


Others, equally as great, are hidden, but when found, 


are easily eliminated. 


Are you wasting steam by passing it from the boiler 
to the Still without getting power from it? 
Use a Westinghouse Steam-Turbine-Generator as a 


Reducing Valve and utilize 


this energy, now wasted. 


Westinghouse Electric and 
Manufacturing Co. 
East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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EMPIRE REFINERIES» 


MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH GRADE 


PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS 








REFINERIES: 


OKMULGEE, OKLA. CUSHING, OKLA 
PONCA CITY, OKLA. OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 


ALSO OPERATING 


PRODUCERS REFINING COMPANY, Gainesville, Texas 
STANDARD ASPHALT & REFINING CO., Independence, Kan. 


Address all communications to the Company. Sales offices, TULSA, OKLAHOMA 












































“Republic” 


LINE, DRIVE and DRILL PIPE 
TUBING and CASING 


Full Standard Weight Steam, Gas and 
Water Pipe—Black and Galvanized. 
Extra Strong and Double Extra Strong 











Republic Iron and Steel Co. 


General Offices, Republic Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 


Sales Offices: 
BIRMINGHAM CHICAGO CLEVELAND DALLAS. PITTSBURGH SAN FRANCISCO 
NEW YORE PHILADELPHIA 8ST. LOUIS 


BUFFALO CINCINNATI DETROIT 
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News from Fields of Canada 


By WILLIAM E. PARK 


DINGMAN DISTRICT ACTIVE. 





CHATHAM, Ont., Dec. 14.—In Southern 
Alberta, the development work of the past 
few months has centered in the Dingman 
district, near Okotoka, south of Calgary, 
with a slight amount of drilling in the 
Sweetgrass field, near the international 
boundary. In the Calgary field, a great 
deal of trouble has been experienced 
through inability to secure supplies. Sev- 
eral outfits are still at work, however. 


The most active company in this field 
has been the Southern Alberta Oil Co., 
which already has a producing well. The 
Southern Alberta Refineries Co., which 
handles this production, is constructing 
gasoline storage tanks at the shipping 
point at Okotoka. The frequent bad | 
roads from the refinery to the railroad | 
have interfered with the hauling of gaso-! 
line. j 

The Southern Alberta Oil Co. has had 
some difficulty with No. 2 well in Section 
18-20-2. Operations were held up nearly 
a month owing to the non-arrival of 4%- 
inch casing. Then the casing parted and 
at last reports several weeks’ work had 
not succeeded in recovering it. The hole 
is down 3,700 feet and practically no new 
hole has been made since the middle of 
September. Reports from Southern Al- 
berta No. 1 indicate a greater pressure 
and production than a year ago. 

Alberta Southern No. 1, Section 13-20-3, 
finished at about 3,500 feet. This well 
is close to Southern Alberta No. 1 and 
drilled by allied interests. Considerable 
oil is reported in the hole and it looks 
like a possible fair producer. The first 
pumping outfit installed proved unsatis- 
factory and a new pumping outfit is now 
being put in, but no definite test has yet 
been made of production. Alberta South- 
ern No. 2 is rigging up on the southeast 
corner of Section 13-20-3, almost directly 
west of Southern Alberta No. 1. Drilling 
will be started this month. 

The Alberta Pacific Consolidated, which 
has one well at 3,160 feet in Section 
20-19-2 and another spudded in in Section 
3-45-9, west of the Fourth meridian, has 
definitely decided to shut down till spring. 

The Mount Stephen Oil & Gas Co., 
which has been drilling its No. 2 test in 
Section 7-20-2, was halted at 2,130 feet 
depth by the hole getting in bad shape. 
The derrick has been moved 63 feet west, 
and No. 3 is now reported down 200 feet, 
drilling daytime only, though efforts are 
being made to secure a second drilling 
crew and run a night shift. 

The Record Oil Co.’s No. 1, Section 4- 
19-2, is now the deepest hole in the field, 
having reached over 4,200 feet. This is 
the deepest drill hole in Canada, the next 
deepest being the Hyatt well, drilled near 
Petrolia a few years ago to 4,048 feet 
depth. The drilling to this depth has 
been done with a portable rig, and oper- 
ations have been stopped till a heavier 
outfit can be installed. The company is 
trying to get one of the heavy outfits idle 
in the Calgary field for the work. ‘The 
well in the last 200 feet of drilling went 
through two oil-bearing sands, these be- 
ing the first oil showings encountered 
since a slight seepage at 700 feet. 

Casinghead Gas Production. 

It has been reported that work has at 
last been actually started on the installa- 
tion of a casinghead gas plant at the Cal- 
gary Petroleum Products Co.’s_ wells. 
Earlier in the year the company made 
arrangements with California men to 
instal a plant which was to be in opera- 
tion by September, but there have been 
delays owing to non-arrival of the ma- 
chinery. It is reported that the plant is 
to have a capacity of about 5,000,000 
cubic feet a day, which is a little more 
than the estimated wet gas flow of the 
two Dingman wells. Though Calgary oil 
production has been small, there has been 
a considerable amount of wet gas devel- 
opend in these and other wells drilled. 

Application has been made at Calgary 
on behalf of the Janse Drilling Co. for 
an order for the winding up of the Mc- 
Dougall-Segur Exploration Co. This was 
one of the two pioneer companies oper- 
ating in the Calgary-Okotoka field, the 
other being the Calgary Petroleum Prod- 
ucts Co. The McDougall-Segur Co. and 
the Dingman enterprise started drilling 
about August, 1912, and the latter struck 
the first oil showing in October, 1913, and 
eventually secured some slight oil pro- 
duction. The McDougall-Segur Co. test 
was located in the north end of the Tur- 
ner Valley and was carried to over 3,600 








feet without a show, the cuttings indi- 
eating that the formations at this point 
were “folded over’ and practically double 
the thickness at the Dingman well. Later 
it was reported that the McDougall-Segur 
Co. would start a test in the Sweetgrass 
field, but practically all the company’s 
money was spent in drilling the. first 
duster. No active work has been done 
for nearly two years. 


Companies Reorganize. 


Some reorganization is under way in 
connection with a number of the Calgary 
companies which are still active in devel- 
opment work. 

Two of the companies interested are 
the Northwest Pacific Oil Co. and the 
Western Pacific Oil Co., which are con- 
trolled by allied interests. The Midwest 
Oil Co. has been organized with $1,000,000 
capitalization’ to take over both these en- 
terprises, the shareholders receiving one 
share in the new company in return for 
every three shares in the old companies. 
Under the terms of the amalgamation 
the new company was to secure at least 
$20,000 cash to continue drilling opera- 
tions. The balance sheet of the North 
West Pacific Oil Co. puts the value of 
leases and real estate at $301,000; machin- 
ery and equipment, $25,720.66; develop- 
ment account, $225,724.56, including $182,- 
717.67 for underwriting agreement; and 
general expenses, less interest, $44,492.81, 
and accounts receivable, $1,306.92. The 
liabilities included capital stock issued to 
the amount of $589,971.75 and sundry 
other liabilities of $8,143.20. This com- 
pany drilled two wells. No. 1, in Section 
12-20-38, shut down at 450 feet, was sold 
for $8,048.60. N. W. Pacific No. 2, Section 
24-20-3, was carried to 3,725 feet when 
shut down, and will be continued by the 
new company. 

The Western Pacific Oil Co.’s report 
shows a valuation of $50,408.25 for leases; 
machinery and equipment, $46,574.31; de- 
velopment account, $40,536.79; and office 
and general expenses, less interest re- 
ceived, $52,216.16. The company had 
$25.65 cash in bank. The amount of 
paid-up stock is put at $147,331.65; net 
premium on shares, less commissions, 
$32,497.50; and accounts payable, $7,157.14. 
The Western Pacific No. 1, in Section 31- 
19-2, the only well drilled, was shut down 
at 2,950 feet, but was reported to have 
a good showing of oil, though no produc- 
tion test was ever made. This test is 
also taken over and will be continued by 
the Midwest Oil Co. 


A drastic reorganization is being fore- 
casted by the Alberta Petroleum Consoli- 
dated Co. This company was originally 
capitalized at $20,000,000 in $1 shares, and 
it is proposed to reduce the par value of 
the shares to 5 cents each, “by cancel- 
ling capital which has been lost or un- 
represented by available assets to the ex- 
tent of 95 cents per share upon each of 
the 13,949,734 shares issued and outstand- 
ing’’ and by reducing the nominal amount 
of the unissued shares to 5 cents. The 
company is an amalgamation of several 
boom companies, including the Herron- 
Elder Oil & Gas Co., Okotoka Oil Co., Al- 
berta Petroleum Co. and several others, 
and it has over 23,000 stockholders. The 
company has two wells in the field. No. 1, 
formerly the Alberta Petroleum-Okotoka, 
in Section 1-20-3, has been shut down at 
2,150 feet depth for a couple of years. 
No. 2, formerly the Herron-Elder well, 
Section 1-20-3, secured some oil produc- 
tion at 2,950 feet, and a new pumping 
outfit has just been installed and pump- 
ing has been actually started, though no 
production estimate has yet been given 
out. It is intended to make a month’s 
systematic test of the well, and storage 
has been provided for a possible produc- 
tion of 50 bbls. a day. The assets listed 
in the company’s latest balance sheet in- 
clude cash, $3,260.92; notes, $6,250; sun- 
dry accounts, $4,404.10; casing and ma- 
terial, $21,821.36; machinery and equip- 
ment, $19,758.06; office equipment, $600; 
development of leases, $86,294.98. 

Sweetgrass District. 


In the Sweetgrass district, along the 
Montana boundary, the Stokes Stephens 
Oil Co.’s No. 3 well in Section 25-2-11, 
west of the Fourth meridian, has been 
drilling since Sept. 25 and is reported 
drilling below 400 feet. The first big 
water flow has been passed through suc- 
cessfully, but in November the drillers 
had a lot of trouble. This is the only 
activity reported on the Canadian side 
of the boundary in this field, 


_The United Oils, Ltd., whose No. 3 well 


in the Sweetgrass field is shut down at 
3,707 feet, is reported to have surrendered 
a number of leases, but is holding those 
in the Sweetgrass, where it is expected 
development work will ultimately be re- 
sumed. The company’s latest balance 
sheet shows cash $10,121.06; accounts re- 
ceivable, $805.46, and: cash advanced to 
other oil companies amounting to about 
$10,000. United No. 3 cost $61,180.89 to 
drill and is reputed a large gasser, though 
attempts to secure a market for the gas 
have so far proven unsuccessful. This 
company also controls the Beaver well 
at Milk River, in the Sweetgrass dis- 
trict, the development expense on which 
amounted to $26,572.49. This well, which 
was carried to 3,125 feet, has also been 
shut down for over a year; it is reported 
to have some slight oil indications. 

It is reported that No. 8 well of the 
Northern Alberta Natural Gas Develop- 
ment Co., in the Viking field, near Ed- 
monton, has secured some oil, but has 
not been finished. The oil in this field 
is of asphalt base, about 19.7 degrees 
Baume. The Alberta Associated Oil 
Fields, Ltd., of Calgary, is reported to be 
arranging to resume drilling its No. 4 
well in Section 28-45-9, west of the Fourth 
meridian, in this field, but no actual work 
will be done till next spring. Drilling 
on the Battle River anticline, southeast 
of Edmonton, where this field has been 
located, has been very successful in se- 
curing gas and less so in regard to oil, 
though the oil indications are fairly en- 
couraging. There are two sands, of which 
the upper contains gas and the lower, in 
some places, shows oil indications. 


Several former Petrolia oil men have 
recently visited the Peace River Oil Co.’s 
well in Northern Alberta. Among them 
are R. C. Duncan, heading a party of 
Winnipeg men, and Tronson Draper, rep- 
resenting the Imperial Oil Co. They have 
given out very little information in regard 
to the reported find there, but the indica- 
tions are encouraging for a heavy oil pro- 
duction around 1,000 feet. 


British Columbia Items. 


J. B. Woodworth, of Vancouver, ‘British 
Columbia, is having an expert examina- 
tion made of reported oil seepages at 
Burnaby Lake, with a view to drilling if 
the investigation is favorable. 

James Ashworth, mining engineer, of 
Vancouver, has just made public a report 





on the cause of the recent explosions and 
“bumps” in the mines of the Crows Nest 
Pass Coal Co. Mr. Ashworth examined 
these mines early in the year for the 
provincial minister of mines, but his re- 
port was not published officially. He 
states that some of the gas given off at 
these mines is a wet gas, distinctly petro- 
liferous, and similar in this respect to the 
gas in the Calgary field. He suggests 
that when the pressure is removed by 
mining, some of the wet gas volatilizes 
and forces out the coal in the form of 
fine dust. He also suggests the presence 
of free hydrogen in these mines. The 
report would seem to confirm the theory 
previously advanced in some quarters 
that there were oil and gas possibilities 
in the Crows Nest Pass district. 





THIS WYOMING REFINERY MADE 
FORTY-THREE PER CENT. GASOLINE 





Editor The Oil and Gas Journal: 

I note in your journal of Dec. 6, under 
the heading of ‘‘Refining Industry of the 
United States, a statement that a refin- 
ery in this State was making 40% gaso- 
line straight from the crude without any 
cracking process, and if any other refiner 
had an annual average record of 40% 
you would like to hear from him. 

The writer constructed the Greybull re- 
fining plant at Greybull and ran it after 
completion for 18 months with an average 
of close to 43%. This plant is now owned 
by the Midwest Refining Co. The crude 
which they use runs about 45 gravity and 
is produced in the Salt Creek and Elk 
Basin fields. 

The average daily production of these 
two fields is about 1,200 bbls. 


F. B. VINCENT. 
Basin, Wyo., Dec. 4, 1917. 





MRS. THEODORE TACK, JR., DIES. 





Mrs. Theodore Tack, Jr., wife of a 
Tulsa oil man, died at Marietta, O., Dec. 
12. She is survived by two young chil- 
dren and her husband. The burial took 
place at New Orleans, La. Mrs. Tack 
had many friends in Tulsa, who are 
deeply grieved by her untimely death, 
and her husband has the genuine sym- 
pathy of the oil fraternity in his _ be- 
reavement. 








Line, Gates Station, Dallas, Texas. 


friction means Increased Efficiency. 


‘John Crane’’ has merit. 
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Flexible Metallic Packing 


‘Specify John Crane’’ 





LINE STATION OIL PUMPS 


1. Fifteen Months—24 Hours’ Service handling Texas Crudes 
and distillates against 800 pounds pressure at Texas Pipe 


2. Old pipe line superintendents admit they have never seen 
such Polished and Cool Running Plungers. Elimination of 


3. 70 sets for 6%-inch plungers is one order to the largest 
pipe line company in Louisiana after a year’s thorough 
testing. This would indicate its success on oil. 


4. 20 sets for 5%-inch plungers in one order to an Oklahoma 
pipe line company after eight months’ thorough test proves 


Write for Particulars. 


31/2 South Clinton Street 
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They Used a Skiff not a Flivver 








Shop and Warehouse 





Have you any old wooden rigs that need replacing? Let 
us quote you on a Neill Pumping Derrick. 


A complete stock of Drillers and Pumpers ‘at Kiefer, Okla. 
and Pittsburgh, Pa. for prompt shipment. 


LEE C. MOORE & COMPANY, wc. Of Oklahoma. 


It makes no difference whether it’s 
FLOODS — FIRES — TORNADOES 


Neill Steel Pipe Derricks when built on four 
concrete corners have withstood them all. For 
stability and durability there are no better or 
stronger derricks made. 








We Will Do Your Rig Building. 


Office—623 Unity Bldg. 


KIEFER, OKLAHOMA PITTSBURGH, PA. TULSA, OKLAHOMA 




















REFER TO 


RICE & LYONS 


LAWYERS 


TULSA 


The Law of Corporations. 
The Law of Oil and Gas. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF TULSA, Tulsa, Okla. 
ROXANA PETROLEUM COMPANY OF OKLAHOMA, Tulsa, Okla. 
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF TULSA. 

MR. JOHN T. MILLIKEN, St. Louis, Mo. 

MR. W. N. ROBINSON, The Baltimore, Kansas City, Mo. 
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EXCESS PROFITS TAXES ARE DISCUSSED 


Tulsa Attorneys Review War Legislation as it Affects the Oil Pro- 
ducer—Interesting and Timely Information. 


(By RICE & LYONS, Tulsa, Okla.) 


The United States declared war in 
April, 1917, and the House Ways and 
Means Committee at once addressed it- 
self to the framing of the war revenue 
bill. The bill passed on Oct. 1,and was 
approved by the President on Oct. 3, 1917, 
effective Oct. 4, 1917. Congress devoted 
practically six. months to this bill, and 
in spite of that protracted consideration, 
the bill as passed is indefinitely worded 
in certain sections, and lawyers and ac- 
countants experienced in tax matters can- 
not tell how, in some very important re- 
spects, it will apply. 

At the commencement of the considera- 
tion of a war revnue bill it is believed 
that Congress intended at this time to 
levy a tax on war profits. The idea of a 
war profit tax was taken, of course, from 
England, but the British idea was not 
followed out. 

The Ways and Means Committee of the 
House of Representatives proposed to 
tax all earnings above 8% on the capital 
invested, without any regard as _ to 
whether the earnings were increased or 
decreased by the war. When the Dill 
reached the Senate, that body’s Finance 
Committe at once rejected the unsound 
basis. It said that the tax ought: to be 
levied on war profits. The Senate com- 
mittee went back to the British idea of 
a tax on war profits. In that phase the 
matter was debated in the Senate. The 
last of August the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee abandoned its intention of taxing 
war profits and went back to the House 
idea of taxing all profits of every concern 
above a certain fixed rate on capital actu- 
ally invested. When the bill finally passed 
in October, it contained the House idea 
of taxing all profits, irrespective of 
whether they were due to war or not. 


The bill has been criticised very severe- 
ly by practically all of the smaller indus- 
tries in the United States, without, how- 
ever, disclosing at this time a distinct 
discrimination against any one business. 
We, who are interested in the oil busi- 
ness, however, feel that on account of 
the hazardous nature of the oil business, 
the practical application of the bill and 
regulations applied thereto by the Treas- 
ury office, result in discrimination against 
this business. 

The principal objection to the fairness 
of the act as to the oil business arises 
from the fact that no particular con- 
struction is given in the act to the term 
“invested capital,”” when used as a basis 
for ascertaining the tax to be levied on 
the oil business. 

However, as we understand the con- 
struction of the bill at this time and the 
regulations that have been issued there- 
under, the question of ‘invested capital’ 
is not so important to the oil companies 
having a large issue of capital stock as to 
smaller producers and individuals; in fact, 
it appears that many of the larger in- 
dustries in the United States, owing to 
their large issue of capital stock, will 
pay less in proportion to their assets and 
income than the smaller companies which 
do not have a large issue of capital stock. 

To the individual or small corporation 
engaged in the oil business, the question 
of “invested capital’ is indeed a most 
serious matter. The principal point made 
by the individual and the smaller corpor- 
ation engaged in this business is that the 
venture which results to them in large 
earnings for the year 1917 is frequently 
based upon a nominal investment. In 
other words, on Jan. 1, 1917, in many 
cases the operator had a very small in- 
vested capital in his venture, and if this 
venture was successful his profits are 
subject to tax without the deduction 
which a larger invested capital would 
permit. ’ 

Many illustrations of the effect of this 
law have been offered by the operators, 
and we have no doubt that in many cases 
the tax will take 50% of the earnings of 
the operator, while a different definition 
in the act of the words “invested capital’”’ 
would have reduced this tax to the same 
proportion that the large companies will 
pay. It is urged that if “invested cap- 
ital’? in the oil business was described in 
the act to mean the value of the invest- 
ment as of a given date, that the tax 
then would be more fair and equitable to 
this business. In the case of the smaller 
corporation or individual starting in busi- 
ness with an investment of a few thou- 





sand dollars, and (where the venture is 
successful) bringing in several hundred 
thousand dollars, the ‘invested capital’’ 
is nominal; but the value of the, enter- 
prise is the amount of capital invested 
plus the earning capacity of the venture 
at a given time. If such value instead of 
actual “invested capital’ were accepted 
as a basis, the venture would pay more 
nearly its proportion of the tax. 
Unfamiliar to Legislators. 

The oil industry is one: with which the 
legislators of the United States are not 
familiar. The industry is confined to a 
few States and to segregated districts 
in those States. The business was begun 
in the United States about 1856 in Penn- 
sylvania. The men who started the de- 
velopment of the Pennsylvania oil fields 
have continued that work in the various 
States in which oil has been discovered. 
The personnel of the oil men of the 
United States has not increased rapidly; 
the names of the old operators of Penn- 
sylvania, West Virginia and Ohio are the 
names of men who have heretofore car- 
carried on development in the Mid-Conti- 
nent field. Only in the last few years 
have newer men, firms and corporations 
become prominent. The result is that 
the business itself is an unknown quan- 
lity to the average lawmaker, both of the 
State and Nation. The oil men, by reason 
of their individuality, have never had an 
organization which could present their 
views to a legislative body. The power of 
the Standard Oil Co. was for years so 
great in manipulating minor legislative 
enactments for their own benefit that the 
greater questions could not be considered 
by the legislators, without the breath of 
suspicion upon the motives involved. AlI- 
though this power of the Standard passed 
(and it has to a great extent passed), the 
operators still fear its influence and have 
never been able to combine in a manner 
which would permit a proper presenta- 
tion of their industry, their rights and 
needs. So, when Congress met in April, 
1917, there was no one present before 
that body to secure for the oil industry 
legislative provisions which were neces- 
sary, in view of the nature of the busi- 
ness, its hazards, its enormous returns 
and its great proportion of failures and 
losses. 

The organization of stock-selling com- 
panies in the last few years, and the 
enormous fortunes made in the Cushing 
field and in other fields, have given the 
impression that the business is a gam- 
bling venture and profitable beyond that 
of legitimate enterprises. There is, of 
course, an element of truth underlying 
this erroneous impression... Returns from 
a small initial investment are often al- 
most beyond belief. In our own experi- 
ence, we know of a business capitalized 
at $35,000 which has earned over a mil- 
lion dollars last year. Many men have 
invested less than $50,000 and made a 
profit of three times the amount of their 
criginal investment. It is evident that 
it is difficult to convince the ordinary leg- 
islator that a hardship is worked on an 
individual who, after paying the tax, is 
left with a net profit of 100% or more on 
his investment. 

Meaning of Invested Capital. 

The foregoing discussion is for the pur- 
pose of setting forth the general situation. 
The act itself, literally construed, will 
sustain the harsh construction which is 
feared by many people. “Invested cap- 
ital,” as defined in the act, may’ be re- 
stricted to the bare literal meaning of the 
words, to wit: 

1. Actual cash paid in; 

2. Actual cash valuation of tangible 
property paid in other than cash; 

3. Paid in or earned surplus and 
undivided profits, used or employed 
in the business, exclusive of the un- 
divided profits earned during the tax- 
able year. 

The Treasury Department, which is 
charged with the application of this law 
and the collection of the tax thereunder, 
is necessarily imbued with the spirit of 
collecting as much money as the law will 
possibly permit. The intent and purpose 
of the Treasury Department is not to be 
liberal in the construction of the terms of 
the act, but is to construe the act against 
the taxpayer in favor of the Government. 
This position is probably justified by war 
necessities, but we do not deem it un- 





patriotic for the taxpayer to object to 
paying more than his proportion of the 
money to be raised, nor do we believe 
that the operator objects to paying his 
due and just proportion of the tax. We 
think that they are imbued with the 
patriotic spirit and are willing not only 
to furnish their commodity to the Gov- 
ernment as freely as any other class, but 
are also willing to pay more than their 
proportion of the tax. 

With this fact in view, we believe that 
arbitrary rulings of the Treasury Depart- 
ment which find no support in the lan- 
guage of the tax measures, should be cor- 
rected. We call attention to the pro- 
visions of Treasury Regulation No. 2447, 
relative to which there has been much 
discussion: 

The provision of the law authoriz- 
ing the depletion deduction, designed 
as it is to provide a means whereby 
the invested capital of an individual 
or corporation may not be subject to 
the tax imposed by this title, does not 
apply to individuals or corporations 
who are operating oil or gas proper- 
ties under lease, since in those cases 
the operator has no capital invested 
in such properties. By capital in- 
vested, as herein used, is meant the 
fair market value of the properties as 
of March 1, 1913, if acquired prior to 
that date, on the actual cost if ac- 
quired subsequent to that date, as it 
relates to the owner in fee of the 
properties. 

Lessees will, however, be permitted 
to deduct from gross income each 
year a reasonable allowance for de- 
preciation, which depreciation applies 
to the physical property, including 
rigs, tools, machinery of all kinds, 
pipes, casing and other equipment 
necessary to the opertion of the wells 
or field. If lessees, in order to secure 
the right to enter upon, explore, de- 
velop or operate gas or oil properties, 
paid, or shall pay, a bonus in addition 
to royalties, the amount of such bonus 
so paid may be ratably distributed 
over the life of the lease or over the 
productive life of the property, and 
the lessee may deduct annually as a 
rental payment an aliquot part of the 
amount of the bonus so paid, until 
such amount has been extinguished. 
The statute on which the foregoing is 

based is as follows: 





(a) In the case of oil and gas wells 

a reasonable allowance for actual re- 

duction in flow and production, to be 

ascertained not by the flush flow, but 
by the settled, production or regular 
flow; (b) in the case of mines’ a rea- 
sonable allowance for depletion there- 
of not to exceed the market value in 
the mine of the ‘product thereof, 
which has been mined and sold dur- 
ing the year for which the return 
and computation are made, such rea- 
sonable allowance to be made in the 
case of both (a) and (b) under rules 
and regulations to be prescribed by 
the Secretary of the Treasury: Pro- 
vided, that when the allowances 
authorized in (a) and (b) shall equal 
the capital originally invested, or in 
case of purchase made prior to March 
1, 1913, the fair market value as of 
that date, no further allowance shall 
be made. No deductions shall be 
allowed for any amount paid out for 
new buildings, permanent improve- 
ments or betterments, made to in- 
crease the value of any property or 
estate, and no deduction shall be 
made for any amount of expense of 
restoring property or making good 
the exhaustion thereof for which an 
allowance is or has been made.—Par- 
agraph 8 of Sec. 5 of Federal Income 

Tax Law as amended Sept. 8, 1916. 

It is evident that the foregoing regula- 
tion is arbitrary. Oil companies which 
have paid hundreds of thousands of doi- 
lars in the purchase of producing lease- 
hold properties are adjudged by the terms 
thereof to have no capital invested. If 
a company has purchased the additional 
outstanding one-eighth royalty interest, 
and thereby becomes the owner of the 
fee to the properties purchased, it is 
adjudged to have capital invested and is 
permitted to make deductions for deple- 
tion on the said basis. It is evident that 
the distinction between the two classes 
of investments is not substantial, and is, 
therefore, arbitrary. 

In closing this branch of the discus- 
sion, it is our conclusion: 

(a) That a proper basis for determining 
“eapital invested’’ should include the 
actual cash value of the company’s hold- 
ings at the time the tax law went into 
force and effect, or at any rate on Jan. 1, 
1917. 

(Continued on page 34.) 
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Up!—Down' 


Scraped and strained as it pounds its way down 
to oil sand—still sturdy Columbian Cable comes 
back as tough and springy as ever. 


Next Cable you run—use Columbian 


_ Our booklet ‘‘How they put Able 
into Columbian Cable’’ tells more about 
this long-lived cable. 
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Steel for Service 


An advertisement in this paper October 11th 
mentioned a 3-Tug Band Wheel made by this 
company. The 


Special Steel 
Bull Wheel 


shown here was also made by this company for deep 
well use by the Natural Gas Company of West Virginia. 





It has a 3-Groove Tug Wheel and Double Brake Wheel. 
This company is prepared to furnish the widest possible range for drilling equipment in any territory. 
If you are not already using Steel Bull Wheels you will before long. Why is not the presenta good time to start? 
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It protects the 
user 
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COLORADO’S OIL-SHALE FIELDS ARE VAST 


Potential Petroleum Resources as Reported by Official Investigators 
in Western Portion of State and Eastern Utah—Oil Has 
Gasoline Content of Fine Quality. 


In 1914, at the outbreak of the war in 
Europe, the United States Government, 
recognizing the serious consequences of 
an international oil shortage, had its ex- 
perts make an exhaustive study and ex- 
planation of all the oil fields of the United 
States and Mexico, with a view of ascer- 
taining if it would be possible to increase 
the output sufficiently to overcome the 
inevitable shortage. After a thorough in- 
vestigation by the Geological Department 
at Washington it was found to be an im- 
possibility to supply wells enough to take 
eare of more than 75% of the demand, 
and that the entire surplus oil of the 
country would soon be exhausted. 


What at first seemed to be a temporary 
increase due to the war has since become 
through the combined inventive genius of 
civilization, with great nations struggling 
for their existence, a permanent demand; 
and so closely interwoven is this demand 
for the supply of the necessities of life 
that the welfare of humanity is depend- 
ent upon the possibility of keeping the 
oil supply of the world up to the demand. 

The steady and permanently increasing 
demand for fuel oils (motor spirits), lubri- 
cants and gases, through necessity, the 
‘mother of invention,” forced the Govern- 
ment to seek other means, if possible, to 
supply one of the world’s most important 
and urgent demands. Accordingly atten- 
tion was directed to the great oil shale 
fields of Western Colorado—a vast do- 





“The oil shale in Western Colorado and 
Easterfn Utah constitutes an undeveloped 
reserve of petroleum to which attention 
was directed by the Geological Survey of 
1901. The net result of the examinations 
already made is that these oil shale areas 
in Colorado contain a latent petroleum 
reserve whose possible yield is several 
times the total remaining supply of petro- 
leum. The gasoline content of the petro- 
leum that can be distilled from these 
shales can be conservatively stated in 
billions of barrels.” 


Another Report Cited. 


In 1914 and 1915 a further investigation 
was made of these oil shales mentioned in 
the report of: 1913. We quote verbatim 
frrm the prefatory remarks of Marius R. 
Campbell to the report of Dean E. Win- 
chester of United States Government Sur- 
vey on oil shale in Northwestern Colo- 
rado, published in Bulletin 641-F, U. S. 
Geological Survey, year 1916: 

“For several years it has been known 
that some shale of the Green River for- 
mation in Northwestern Colorado would 
produce oil when subjected to destructive 
distillation, but the yield of petroleum 
from the oil fields was so great that pro- 
duction by distillation did not seem feasi- 
ble despite the fact that in Scotland such 
an industry has long been developed and 
is today paying dividends on a large in- 
vestment. 

“The United States Geological Survey 





MOUNTAINS OF SHALE OIL. 
This locality is described by competent observers as the richest oil area on 


earth. 
oil to the ton. 
feet in height. 


main so rich in oil and other kindred 
products that the actual facts stagger 
the human imagination. 

Many exhaustive tests have proved this 
oil shale to be very productive in both 
quantity and quality. It produces at a 
minimum cost the highest grade lubri- 
cants, motor oils and intensified gasoline 
with unusual energy and power, due pri- 
marily to the character of this unique 
hydrocarbon deposit which is exceedingly 
rich in nitroger, the most tireless, ener- 
getic and powerful of chemical elements 
and the foundation principle of all explo- 
sives. In addition to the highest grade 
motor spirits and lubricants known to 
science, about one-third of this product, it 
has been discovered, is especially adapt- 
able for extracting metals from low-grade 
ores by the new method known as the 
“flotation process.” 

Statistics have recently been compiled 
by the Geological Department and Bureau 
of Mines of the United States Govern- 
ment and were published in Bulletin 
641-F and 581 and in Senate Documents 
310 and 363 of the 64th Congress. Since 
that time many engineers of note and oil 
men from all parts of the country have 
taken up thousands of acres in the vicin- 
ity of the 45,000 acres situated in Gar- 
field County, Colorado, in the Parachute 
Creek mining district, which the Presi- 
dent of the United States on Dec. 6, 
1916, set aside as a fuel, lubricant and 
gasoline supply for the U. S. navy. To- 
day not a foot of ground is ieft that has 
not been acquired and appropriated, there 
being approximately 55,000 acres in this 
district in addition to the Government 
Naval Reserve. 

Inasmuch as we are in a measure bas- 
ing our claims on the reports of the Gov- 


ernment, we take the liberty of quoting: 


the report of 1914 made by the United 
States Geologicai Survey under the direc- 
tion of E. C. Woodruff and David T. Day, 
in contribution to Economic Geology, 
United States Geological Survey, Bulletin 
581, year 1914: 





Strata hundreds of feet in thickness are capable of yielding 55 gallcens of 
Perpendicular cliffs are of pure shale and range from 550 to 2,000 


has regarded this oil shale as a great re- 
serve or undeveloped resource and one 
that would be developed as soon as the 
demand for petroleum exceeded the sup- 
ply. In anticipation of such an event, 
E. G. Woodruff and David E. T. Day, in 
1913, began an examination and made 
rough field tests to determine the rich- 
ness of the shale. Although these tests 
were not entirely satisfactory, they tend- 
ed to confirm: the general impression that 
this shale constitutes a source of oil 
which sooner or later will be called into 
use. Of course, no prediction could be 
made as to the date when this additional 
supply would be needed, but the Survey 
felt justified in continuing the geological 
investigation in order that when the time 
of need arrived it would have first-hand 
information on the richness and quantity 
of the shale for distillation. Accordingly 
the field examination was continued dur- 
ing the summers of 1914 and 1915 by Dean 
BE. Winchester, who devised a more effi- 
cient portable apparatus for determining 
not only the quantity of crude oil in the 
shale but also the amount of gas and am- 
monium sulphate (fertilizer) that might 
be obtained as a by-product and sold. 
The experiments of Mr. Winchester con- 
firmed results of the work done in the 
previous year and indicated even more 
strongly that a great quantity of high- 
class fuel is locked up in this shale, 

“At the present time, owing to the 
great increase in the consumption of 
gasoline and the failure to discover large 
new oil fields, it seems that the day is 
approaching when this additional supply 
will be needed and the public will demand 
all the information in possession of the 
Survey on the subject. I feel confident 
that this report of Mr. Winchester’s will 
supply much of the data needed to estab- 
lish and develop the oil shale industry of 
this country. 

“Mr. Winchester’s results, which have 
been corroborated by tests made in the 
laboratory of the Bureau of Mines, show 
that the quantity of oil that can be de- 





rived from such shale ranges from less 
than one gallon to 90 gallons to the ton 
of shale. Mr. Winchester, as a result of 
field tests, estimates that in Colorado 
alone there is enough shale to produce 
20,000,000,000 bls. of oil, and it seems prob- 
able that in actual practice a greater 
yield than this can be obtained. He also 
estimates that 300,000,000 tons of am- 
monium sulphate can be recovered as a 
by-products in the manufacture of this 
oil.”’ 

We have called attention at several 
points to the fact that distillation of oil 
from oil shale is not new. This process 
has been in continuous operation in Scot- 
land and has paid enormous dividends on 
a very heavy investment since 1872. Our 
experts have, however, improved the 
methods of gaining the products from this 
vast shale deposit so as to not only in- 
crease our yields of oil but have worked 
out by-products so as to give many times 
the profits obtained by the Scottish meth- 
ods. So much so is this true that the 
Scottish ancestors of this industry would 
probably not recognize the industry as 
it is now perfected. 

However, we will continue to quote from 
the reports mentioned above: 

“In 1908, according to Ells, the oil 
shale industry of Scotland employed 8,300 
men, of whom nearly 4,000 were miners. 
The average yield of crude oil per ton 
of shale was 24.6 gallons to the short ton. 
The operations paid dividends in spite of 
this low yield. The cost of mining shale 
in Scotland is reported by the same 
author to be $1 per ton; the cost of dis- 
tilling crude oil from shale 40 cents per 
ton, and the cost of making ammonium 
sulphate from the shale is 46 cents per 
ton. All mining in Scotland is under- 
ground and in many of. the mines the 
shale dips at angles of from 30 to 60 de- 
grees, and there are numerous faults 
which greatly increase the cost of min- 
ing. At many places in Colorado, how- 
ever, the rich shale has only a slight over- 
burden and can be mined with a steam 
shovel. 

“In Colorado alone there is sufficient 
shale in beds that are three feet or more 
thick and capable of yielding more oil 
than the average shale now mined in 
Ccotland. We estimate the yield at 20,- 





9. Liquid fuel used in the refineries. 

Inasmuch as the figures of the Govern- 
ment Geographical Survey seem to be so 
astounding, we take the liberty of pre- 
senting figures of a famous hydrocarbon 
chemist and engineer who has worked 
with these shales and the products 
through the experimental stages until he 
is now prepared to achieve the best re- 
sults in practice. The following is an 
extract from the detailed report of H. H. 
Culmer, chemical consulting engineer for 
the Columbia Oil Shale Refining Co.: 

The immensity of the deposits upon 
your properties situated in the East Fork 
of Parachute Creek can be best judged 
from reading the Government reports. 
What is true of your properties is also 
true of many other well-located proper- 
ties in the Parachute Creek district. 

The method of mining the oil shale is 
very simple and nature has helped in this 
operation by putting the shales in the 
cliffs above the valley so that gravity 
can be utilized to move the crude ma- 
terials and the products and refuse from 
start to finish of operation. Massive red 
spruce timber in abundance with water 
power is situated upon the property so 
as to cheaply produce electric power for 
all the company’s needs for mining and 
milling and lighting the properties. This 
water is of great advantage and neces- 
sary in cooling and condensing the oils 
and there is ample for a plant of 5,000 
tons per day. 

The mining and manufacturing costs 
and approximate profits to be made by 
a plant of 1,000 tons per day is figured 
as follows: 

Estimated Cost and Profit. 
COST. 
Breaking down, shattering and siz- 
ing 1,000 tons at 10c 
Transportation from mine 
quarry at 5c 
Crushing and grading to size at 25c 
Fuel, 3 tons per ton of shale dis- 
tilled, 3,000 tons at 20c 
— and unloading retorts at 


$100.00 


50.00 
250.00 


600.00 
240.00 


$1,240.00 
Crude oil gained from above oper- 
ation averages 55 gallons per ton 
of crude shale (this estimate is 
made on the rich 30-foot stratum 
but there are pay strata above 
and below this rich vein that are 


BURNING MOUNTAIN. 


Picturesque locality in the shale-oil regions of Colorado. 


The Star, well up 


toward the summit, shows the spot where lightning started an oil fire in the 


earth. It burned for months. 


000,000,000 bbls. of crude oil, from which 
2,009,000,000 bbls. of gasoline may be ex- 
tracted by ordinary methods of refining.” 

(In contradistinction,. the Parachute 
Creek deposit of 55,000 acres has an aver- 
age thickness of over 300 feet of rich 
shale strata, which, figured upon the 
same basis as the figures adapted in the 
Government report, assures a vast and 
inexhaustible reserve supply.) 

“The same shale, in addition to the oil, 
should produce with but little added cost 
about 300,000,000 tons of ammonium sul- 
phate, a compound especially valuable as 
a fertilizer.” 

In Scotland, according to Mr. Hills, the 
following valuable products are manu- 
factured from the shale: 

1. Permanent gases used for fuel in re- 
torts. 


2. Naphtha, gasoline and motor spirit. 
3. Burning or lubricating oil. 

4. Intermediate oil used for gas making. 
5. Lubricating oil. 

6. Solid paraffine. 

7. Still grease. 

8. Still coke, which contains some oil 


and is used for gas, smokeless fuel and 
carbon for electrical purposes. 





hundreds of feet in thickness 

and average better than 30 gal- 

lons per ton); 1,000 tons at 55 
gallons ... - -55,000 gal. 

55,000 gallons’ at ‘a “cost of $i, 240. 00, 
or 2.3c per gallon $1,240.00 
Cost of refining 55, w gallons, or 
1,309 bbls. 392.00 

Pipe- line charge “for transporting 
to refinery, 1,309 bbls. at 5c.... 65.45 
$1,697.45 


Total cost acocvaces 
PROFIT. ; 


This 55,000 gallons crude oil con- 
tains 25% gasoline -. «13,750 gal. 
40% interenatiate se: - 22,000 gal. 

s6 7 apg oil and resi- 
.-19,250 gal. 


65,000 gal. 

$2,475.00 
2/200. 00 
962.00 


$5,637.00 
1,697.45 


$3,939.55 
540.00 


$4,479.55 

The intermediate oils worked by 
the Culmer process for the man- 
ufacture of dyes and stains bring 
45c per gallon, or a difference of 
35c per gallon excess over above 
WRGTOS, OF 05 5s i's Ce casesveaneee 


Gasoline sells at 18c f.o.b. refinery 
Intermediate oil at 10c........... 
Heavy Olid BE BGs sei ssc ee vcessccks 


Cost .. 


CORP eee meme ee eeeeseseeeeees 


Profit on oil.. 
ee sulphate, i8, 000 pounds 
a 


Cree ceccccescceceseesesccves 


$7,700.00 
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- High Grade Gasoline, Naphthas, 
Lubricating and Illuminating Oils 
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The Fulton Gas Relief 
Valve for Natural Gas 
Gasoline Plants 


Does the work: Blows the treated gas 
down where you want it, and then stops 


_ THE CHAPLIN-FULTON MFG. CO. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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All Supply Stores Should Handle 
The Nor-Bro Boomer or 


Load Binder 


Full amount of take-up every time she is hooked 
onto the chain. No lost motion, as in hooking 
in the long side hooks of other makes. 










NOR-BRO* © > 
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No trouble unbinding a rolling load such as 
drive pipe, casing or tubing. She unhooks auto- 
matically when handle is thrown back. 


Retail price $3.50 per pair. Sold under a posi- 
tive guarantee. If your supply dealer will not 
furnish them write us direct. 


NORRIS BROTHERS 


Robinson, Illinois 
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The heavy oils produce superiod 
grades of oil if further refined 
that will bring 5c over above 
figures 


Total daily profit $13,141 55 

Figuring a 300-day working year. $3,942,465 
(Signed) H. H. CULMER. 
Geological Survey Data. 

Here is an extract from page 151, Bul- 
letin 641-F, United States Geological Sur- 
vey: 

The result of the tests made in the field 
and in the laboratory at Washington 
show a variation from a maximum yield 
of 90 gallons to the ton of shale to a 
minimum of .31 gallons yield of am- 
monium sulphate tested, a range of from 
18.3 pounds by dry distillation or 34 
pounds steam distillation to the ton of 
shale. Many of the samples that were 
subjected to the destructive distillation 
were selected not because they were sup- 
posed to be rich in oil; but in order that 
the field men might be better able to 
judge from the appearances of the shale 
how much oil it would yield when sub- 
jected to distillation. Several samples 
were selected in order to determine the 
geologic range of oil-yielding shale. All 
samples taken were only the outcrop and 
it is probable that some of the more vola- 
tile constituents of the oil had been lost 
by evaporation, hence the result’ of dis- 
tillation tests do not show the maximum 
amount of oil that may be obtained even | 
by the method used. 


EXCESS PROFITS TAXES 
ARE DISCUSSED 


(Continued from page 30.) 

(b) That deduction for depletion shall 
be allowed in all cases where capital has 
been invested in producing leaseholds in 
the same manner that deduction is al- 
lowed where the fee has been purchased 
outright. 

Another phase of the law which is ob- 
jectionable from the standpoint of trans- 
action of business, is the time of collec- 
tion. A great many smaller companies 
and individuals have failed to make ade- 
quate provision for the-payment of said 
tax, by setting aside the amount of money 
requisite for said purpose. Such money 
has been reinvested in new ventures and 
other properties, and if the collection of 





the tax is rigidly insisted upon, forced 
sale of many oil properties will result. 

From a standpoint of the industry as 
a whole, a withdrawal therefrom of the} 
very large amount of money represented | 
by the tax will undoubtedly retard the! 
work of development and operation, un- 
less the payment of tax can be adjusted 
to accommodate the needs of the pro-| 
ducers. Relief should be given by the 
Treasury Department by liberal extension 
of time of payment in respect to at least 
a part of the tax. 

We realize that the necessity of the 
Government will increase instead of de- 
crease during the continuance of the war. 
However, the first payment of the tax 
will prove very burdensome to the tax- 
payer, and we believe that as small an 
amount should be collected on the first | 
payment as the public interest will per- 
mit. 

We shall not attempt in this discussion 
to detail specifically the amounts or per- 
centages of tax which the producers may 
be called upon to pay. The enforcement 
of the act and determination of the 
amount of tax due is left largely to the 
discretion of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. For instance, the Secretary of the 
Treasury may determine the amount of 
invested capital on which the tax shall 
be computed. He may further determine 
whether the surplus retained by the com- 
pany over and above dividends distrib- 
uted is necessary for the carrying on of 
the company’s business, and if he finds 
that such amount is not reasonably re- 
quired in the business, a tax of 15% is 
imposed upon the amount retained in ex- 
cess of the reasonable requirements. 

Many other instances of the power 
given to the Secretary of the Treasury 
by the act might be cited. The fore- 
going, however, will illustrate the spirit 
of the law. 

Stock Dividends. 

The act of Congress of Oct. 3, 1917, 
does not in any way encourage the pro- 
cedure of a heavy increase of capitaliza- 
tion of stock and a distribution of the in- 
creased issue by means of stock divi- 
dends. We call attention to Section 31 of 
the act, as follows: 

Sec. 31. (a) That the term ‘divi- 
dends, as used in this title shall be 
held to mean any distribution made 
or ordered to be made by a corpora- 
tion, joint-stock company, association 
or insurance company, out of its earn- 
ings or profits accrued since March 1, 





1913, and payable to its shareholders, 


whether in cash or in stock of the 
corporation, joint-stock company, as- 
sociation or insurance company, which 
stock dividend shall be considered in- 
come, to the amount of the earnings 
or profits so distributed. 

(b) .Any distribution made to the 
shareholders or members of a cor- 
poration, joint-stock company or as- 
sociation or insurance company, in 
the year 1917, or subsequent tax 
years, shall be deemed to have been 
made from the most recently accu- 
mulated undivided profits or surplus, 
and shali constitute a part of the an- 
nual income of the distributee for the 
year in which received, and shall be 
taxed to the distributee at the rates 
prescribed by law for the years in 
which such profits or surplus. were 
accumulated by the _ corporations, 
joint-stock company, association or 
insurance company, but nothing here- 
in shall be construed as taxing any 
earnings or profits accrued prior to 
March 1, 1913, but such earnings or 
profits may be distributed in stock 
dividends or otherwise, exempt from 
the tax, after the distribution of earn- 
ings and profits accrued since March 
1, 1913, has been made. This sub- 
division shall not apply to any dis- 
tribution made prior to Aug. 6, 1917, 
out of earnings or profits accrued 
prior to March 1, 1913. 


It will be seen from the foregoing that 
it is the intent of the law-making body 
to levy a heavy tax on profits and income 
in the hands of the distributee. This 
section co-ordinates with the power given 
the Secretary of the Treasury to levy a 
tax of 15% on all undistributed earnings 
which are not in his opinion necessary 
to the conduct of the business. 

By réason of the stringent and far- 
reaching provisions of the income tax 
law as amended, and the war excess 
profits tax act (so called), all oil com- 
panies must expect to pay a heavy pro- 
portion of their earnings into the national 
treasury. A _ sufficient reserve to meet 
this tax and a probable further increase 
of taxation should be established and 
maintained by every oil company and 
individual producer. Financing for this 
purpose may be more easily arranged in 
the ordinary course of business than at 
a time when every producer has received 
his notice from the Collector of Internal 
Revenue, setting forth the amount of the 
tax and the date on which a penalty will 
attach. It is our understanding that a 
regulation has been issued, or is under 
consideration, providing for the payment 
of the tax by quarterly installments. 
Such regulation is salutary and its effect 
will tend materially to ease the burden 
of taxation. 

We suggest that efforts to influence 
governmental action should particularly 
emphasize the great necessity of making 
the payment of the first installment of 
the tax by the oil producers as light a 
burden as is consistent with the needs 
of the Government. The subsequent pay- 


|ments, though larger in amount, will be 


much more easily met because adequate 
provision will be generally made for 
them. In a word, a law should be en- 
forced so that the oil producers can ac- 
commodate their business to its require- 
ments. If a tremendous amount of cap- 
ital is withdrawn by the first payment of 
the tax, serious injury to the industry 
may result, which will not only curtail 
production, but will defeat the very pur- 
poses of the law by causing a diminution 
of or an entire cessation of earnings. 


We believe, therefore, that if a large 
amount of tax is not withdrawn to make 
the first payment, the industry will be 
able to stand the shock of the initial en- 
forcement of the law without serious 
disaster. Thereafter the representatives 
of the Government will have an oppor- 
tunity to observe the law in its working 
effect. If it is evident that the amounts 
to be collected are so excessive that the 
industry cannot stand the strain, the 
Government, from the mere standpoint of 
preserving the subject of the tax, will 
change the law either in its terms or in 
its application. A greater amount of 
earnings will not be taken by taxation 
than the industry can justly bear. Tak- 
ing into consideration its hazardous na- 
ture and that the producer is entitled to 
and must have a fair profit, we therefore 
conclude this phase of the discussion with 
the following recommendations: 

(a) That consideration be given im- 
mediately by oil producers to the estah- 
lishment of a sufficient reserve for taxa- 
tion purposes. 

(b) That a regulation be secured, if 
possible, providing that in the event the 
tax is to be paid in quarterly install- 
ments, the first payment thereof shall be 
10% of the entire amount of annual 
tax due. 
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OKLAHOMA IRON WORKS 


Manufacturers and Wholesalers 


Oil Well Drilling and Fishing Tools, Rig Irons, 
Pumping Jacks, O. K. Sand Reels. 


Offices and Works, TULSA, OKLA. 








OKLAHOMA TOOL & SUPPLY 
COMPANY 


Oil Well Supplies, Pumping Jacks, Rig Irons, Casing, Line 
Pipe, Tubing, Pull Rods, Sucker Rods, Mill Supplies. 


Agents for American Wire Lines and Waterbury Manila Cables. 


Main Offices, TULSA, OKLA. 








OKLAHOMA STRUCTURAL 
STEEL COMPANY 


Steel Frame and Corrugated Iron Buildings for 
CASING-HEAD GASOLINE PLANTS 
and OIL REFINERIES 


Steel Loading Racks, Coil Supports and Miscellaneous Steel. 


Offices and Works, TULSA, OKLA. 




















ay, 











December 20, 1917. 


THE OIL AND 


GAS JOURNAL 


35 





Suit Against Company 
Brings $66,000 Award 


INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Dec. 15.—The 
jury in the case of the Ludowici-Celadon 
company against the Coffeyville Gas & 
Fuel Co., returned a verdict yesterday 
evening giving the plaintiff judgment for 
$66,079.44. This is the largest judgment 
ever given in the District Court. 

The plaintiff company conducts a roof- 
ing and tile factory at Coffeyville and 
had a contract with the distributing gas 
company at Coffeyville for gas. - The lat- 
ter company was unable to furnish the 
gas and the tile company brought suit 
for $83,000 damages for non-fulfillment of 
the contract. 

While the case was in progress, says 
the Independence Reporter, the worst 
blizzard in the history of this section put 
in an appearance, and during the last 
half or the trial the jury has had ample 
opportunity to experience just what a 
gas shortage means. The conditions, to 
say the least, have not been conducive to 
a favorable prejudice for a gas-supplying 
company, but whether this is reflected in 
the big verdict is not for any one to say 
who did not hear the evidence. 

A motion has been filed for a new trial. 
It is said if the company is compelled to 
pay the judgment it will mean its finan- 
cial undoing. 





' KENTUCKY OIL MEN ORGANIZED 


FOR IMPROVEMENT OF AFFAIRS. 





LEXINGTON, Ky., Dec. 13.—A com- 
plete reorganization of the Kentucky Oil 
Men’s Association was effected here re- 
cently at a meeting held at the Phoenix 
Hotel, followed by an auspicious banquet. 

Under the new system of organization, 
committees on various subjects are author- 
ized to act, backed by the entire associa- 
tion. These committees are to make re- 
ports to the secretary, who will present 
a statement of their work at meetings of 
the organization. 

F. B. Tomb, of the Winchester office of 
the Empire Oil & Gas Co., was elected 
president, to succeed C. M. Staigers, also 
of Winchester. C. D. Pratt, of Irvine, 
was re-elected secretary. 

Committees were chosen as follows: 

Executive—Pat J. White, of White 
Bros.; Willard Spencer, Atlantic Produc- 
ing & Refining Co.; W. S. Mitchell, Ken- 
tucky River Oil Co.; Thomas Argue, Jr., 
Sun Oil Co.; J. W. Flesher, Southwestern 
Petroleum Co. 

Legislative—D. H. Foster, Cumberland 
Producing & Refining Co.; R. C. Snyder, 
Wood Oil Co.; George B. Williams, Se- 
curity Producing & Refining Co.; W. H. 
Fitzgerald, Petroleum Exploration Co. 

Finance—R. A. Chiles, Mount Sterling; 
W. B. Hancock, Consolidated Oil & Gas 
Co.; George Collins, Furnace Oil Co.; M. 
T. McEldowney, Winchester; L.V. Mul- 
len, Oklahoma-Kentucky Oil Co.; C. E. 
Hill, Empire Oil & Gas Co. 

“Trouble’—S. J. Watson; W. T. Wool- 
folk, Dulin Oil Co.; E. E. Loomis, Green 
River Oil Co. 

Membership—Frank H. Hudson, Fur- 
nace Oil Co.; Willett Hoover; C. W. Sales, 
Southern Oil Co. of Lee County; C. G. 
Ginter, Atlantic Oil Producing Co. 

Publicity—J. L. Tucker, Lucien Beckner. 

Tax—D. L. Pendleton, Ohio Oil Co.; 
John Bahan, Cumberland Pipe Line Co.; 
J. T. Metcalfe, Empire Oil & Gas Co. 

Entertainment—C. B. Reynolds, Star 
Drilling Machine Co.; T. C. Kirkpatrick, 
Star. Drilling Machine Co.; Harry V. 
Skelly, Frick & Lindsay Co.; Samuel Bell, 
Champion Oil & Gas Co. 

The object of the organization is to 
give information to the public as to the 
advantages of the oil possibilities to the 
State of Kentucky, to devise ways and 
means to bring about the most effective 
way of developing the oil and gas re- 
sources of the State, and to develop a 
fraternal feeling among the oil men of 
Kentucky. 

At the banquet H. L. Leete, of Irvine 
gave an interesting talk on the early de- 
velopment of the Kentucky oil fields: 
Oscar A. Seers spoke on the relative im- 
portance of coal and oil to the State; 
Joseph Leiner discussed general oil geol- 
ogy of the State; Jack Boggs described 
obstacles in drilling; C. R. Dulin told of 
the pioneer oil well in the Irvine field; 
S. BE. Bell spoke on advantages of organi- 
zation, and Charles Getman ’ presented 
legal aspects of the oil business. J. Will 
Stoll, a local capitalists, and Harry Gio- 
vannoli, editor of the Lexington Leader, 
made short talks. 

At the annual meeting of the directors 
of the Cumberland Pipe Line Co. in Win- 
chester, H. P. Leonard was appointed as- 
sistant secretary. He will be succeeded 





on the board of directors by Attorney 
John H. Gardner, of Salyersville, Ky. 
The Oil Men’s Association, of Win- 
chester, recently incorporated there, gave 
a formal reception, marking the opening 
of their club rooms Friday night. Officers 
of the club have also been elected as fol- 
lows: J. B. Pierce, president; J. W. 
Davis, of the McCombs Oil Co., vice presi- 
dent, and Col. R. C. Oldham, of the 
Gaines Oil Co., secretary and treasurer. 
The Gaines Oil Co., a Winchester cor- 
poration, has purchased leases on the 
farms of Critten Knox and Johnathan 
Boyd, in Powell County, and expect to 
begin drilling immediately. ¥.P.T. 





DIVIDENDS OF PIPE LINES 
SHOW INCREASED EARNINGS. 





From the Wall Street Journal: Declar- 
ation of an extra dividend of $4 a share 
in addition to the regular semi-annual 
payment of $5 by the Northern Pipe Line 
Co., makes the fifth of the Eastern Stan- 
dard Oil Co. pipe lines to increase divi- 
dends in the last several months. The 
others are the Buckeye Pipe Co., Cum- 
berland Pipe Line, New York Transit and 
Indiana Pipe Line. 

Northern Pipe Line Co. was the one 
pipe line in the Standard group that did 
not reduce its dividend following the put- 
ting into effect of lower carrying rates 
in 1914, subsequent to the decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States mak- 
ing interstate pipe lines common carriers. 

The policy of the pipe line companies in 
declaring larger payment to stockholders 
is due largely to the fact that this class 
of companies find it unnecessary to 
maintain larger’surpluses, and inasmuch 
as current earnings are more than enough 
to pay existing dividends with a liberal 
balance to spare, extra payments are 
being ordered. 

Earnings in the year closing Dec. 31, 
next, it is believed, will show somewhat 
better than a year ago in the case of the 
northern group. Little or no improve- 
ment is looked for in the case of the 
southern group. 

Until this year stockholders in pipe line 
companies fared badly in the matter of 
market quotations for their securities 
and in dividends as a result of the de- 
cision of 1914. Many of the big Standard 
Oil leaders are believed to have got rid 
of most of their pipe line holdings be- 
cause of the adverse conditions under 
which the companies were forced to ope- 
rate in the last few years. 

John D. Rockefeller gave his holdings 
of pipe lines to the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion. The Foundation is the largest 
known holder of pipe line stocks. Out 
of total oil stocks holdings carried on 
Dec. 31 last, at a value of more than 
$47,600,000, pipe line stocks were held at 
more than $31,000,000. 

The Foundation owned on that date 
almost $8,000,000 of Buckeye stock. It 
owned more than $5,700,000 in Southern 
Pipe Line Co. Other pipe line holdings 


were Crescent, $847,000; Cumberland,. 
$165,000; Eureka, $4,460,000; Indiana, 
$3,100,000; National Transit, $3,700,000; 


New York Transit, $3,700,000; Northern, 
$990,000; Southwest Penn. $1,280,000. 





EARNINGS OF ROYAL DUTCH. 





Net earnings of the Royal Dutch Petro- 
leum Co. of the year ending Dec. 31, next, 
it is estimated, will exceed those of last 
year, when the company showed a net 
profit of $13,117,000, against $12,040,000 
for 1915. In January, next, the company 
is expected to declare the regular pre- 
liminary dividend of 15%, which is equal 
to about $2.20 on the ‘‘American shares” 
at the present rate of exchange for 
guilders. 





OLD LAND DEAL IS INVOLVED. 





INDEPENDENCE, Kan., Dec. 17.—In 
the District Court here has been started 
an interesting law case. The title of the 
suit is George Gartner versus James F. 
Hays, of Baltimore, Md.; Eliza Hays, 
Wellsburg, Va., and the Kansas Oil & 
Gas Co. The amount involved is $42,375, 
and a judgment for this amount is asked 
by the plaintiff as rental for the use of 
his land for drilling purposes. Mineral 
rights in land are issues in the case and 
terms of sale under which the land has 
been transferred are matters of contro- 
versy in this action. 





CAPITALIZED AT A BILLION? 





TOPEKA, Kan., Dec. 15.—The State 
Charter Board has granted a foreign cor- 
poration the right to operate in the State. 
It is the Occident Oil & Refining Co., of 
Oklahoma, which proposes to use one 
billion dollar capital in operations in the 
State, with headquarters at Wichita. 









One of the 
Largest of the 
Independents 


—The Texas Company, producers, refiners and 
marketers of ‘‘Texaco’’ petroleum products— 
known the world over as “quality’’ products— 
are large users of ‘“‘“G-E-M”’ Bilged Steel Barrels. 


Certainly it is significant that this progressive 
company whose ramifications extend throughout 
the world should use ‘‘G-E-M” Barrels. 


“G-E-M” Barrels comply with all the require- 


ments of the 


I. C. C. Specifications—they are 


strong, sound and durable, built for service— 


hard service. 


Heads and shell are galvanized 


separately, permitting inspection of both inner 
and outer surfaces and assuring the shipment 
of only perfectly galvanized packages. 


“G-E-M” Special Bilged Steel Barrels are made 
= in 55 gallons capacity and furnished either black 






Every 
barrel 





New York 





or galvanized. 


What are your requirements? 
quotations? 


The Pressed Steel Products Co. 


‘SHARON, PA. 


Pittsburgh Chicago 


Have you our 


San Francisco 

















The Tide Water Refinery at Bayonne, N. J. 


To all Who Sell 
Petroleum Products 


Tide Water quality is the direct 
result of a manufacturing policy 
built upon 39 years of experience in 
oil-refining. This policy embodies 
three big principles which insure 
quality: 


Specially chosen raw material. 


A system of tests that maintains 
rigid standards and uniformity. 


The best and. most up-to-date 
equipment that modern science has 
produced. 


Only the finest paraffine-base crude 
is used by the Tide Water Oil Com- 
pany. Our 3,000 miles of pipe-line 
connect with more than 10,000 wells 
in the Bradford region alone. 


The uniform standard of Tide 
Water products cannot vary. $75,000 
a year is spent in making exhaustive 
tests of each one at every stage of 
production. Twenty experts are con- 
stantly at work maintaining rigid 
uniformity of output. 


$3,000,000 has been spent in the 
last few years to install the best and 
most up-to-date equipment at the 
refinery. Some of our 150 products 
are: Kerosene, Gasoline, Gas and 
Fuel Oil, Paraffine Oils, Engine Oils, 
Spindle Oils, Automobile Oils, White 
Oils, Cylinder Stocks, Grease, Wax, 
Pitch, Coke, Wax Tailings. 


Tide Water Oil Company 


11 Broadway 


NEW YORK 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TAX HEARING 


Representatives of Oil and Gas Association State that Excessive Profits 
Tax Contains “Atrocities”—Business Can’t Bear Up 
Under It if It is Literally Applied—Brief 
Filed at Washington. 


Following is the report of the Mid-Con- 
tinent Oil & Gas Association’s special 
committee which recently visited Wash- 
ington for the purpose of presenting cer- 
tain facts before the Advisory Board of 
the United States Treasury in connection 
with effects of the excess profits tax law 
on the oil industry: 


Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 10, 1917. 


To the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Asso- 
ciation: 

Gentlemen: Your committee reports 
briefly as follows: 

We arrived in Washington on Monday 
afternoon and Tuesday at 3 o’clock pre- 
sented the excess profits matter as it 
affected oil and gas and kindred inter- 
ests to the Advisory Board of the Treas- 
ury Department. 

In addition to your committee a num- 
ber of oil producers, large and small, were 
present in their individual capacities. The 
Doherty interests were represented by 
Mr. McDowell, and the paper which he 
filed was submitted to your committee 
prior to its being filed before the Advisory 
Board. Mr. Gray represented the casing- 
head gasoline men. 

We had an oral hearing lasting about 
an hour and we afterward filed a printed 
brief, a copy of which I hand you herein, 
and individually several members of our 
committee were present at the hearing 
had by other interests who were affected 
in a like manner. 

There seems to be a very general im- 
pression in Washington, and that impres- 
sion seems to exist to some degree in the 
Advisory Board, that before the excess 
profits tax law becomes workable it will 
have to be amended in many ways. We 
had an earnest and patient hearing, and 
the members of the board seemed to be 
impressed with the statements which we 
made. They will make their recommen- 
dations to the Secretary of the Treasury 
early, as it is his purpose to formulate 
the necessary blanks for reports, etc., by 
the first of the year. 

The principal trouble seems to be with 
the letter of the law, and it is extremely 
difficult to accomplish anything in the 
face of the direct provisions of the law. 
Everybody seems to be agreed that the 
law perpetrates many atrocities and that 
business cannot bear up under its pro- 
visions if literally applied. 

We also had an interview lasting about 
two hours with Messrs. Speer, Lambert 
& Tolbett, of the Treasury Department, 
who framed T D 2447, and I am entirely 
sure that we made a very favorable im- 
pression upon them, and they suggested 
that we brief the matter and argue it 
further in print, and we would suggest 
that this be submitted from every angle 
by the producers independently of the 
association, so that they can see what an 
unjust thing it is to refuse depletion 
allowance on leased ground. 

Your committee did the very best it 
could under the circumstances. It held 
meetings beginning Monday evening and 
lasting until midnight the following Fri- 
day night and was in continuous session 
all day and every night until midnight. 

We heard a great many individual pro- 
ducers of oil and gas and had present 
the representatives of many of the larger 
companies and the statement which we 
prepared was the consensus of opinion of 
ourselves and many others. 

We are 

Very respectfully yours, 
JOHN J. SHEA, Chairman. 


Oil Industry’s Case Stated. 
Following is the brief presented to the 
Excess Profits Board of the Treasury De- 
partment: 


Washington, D. C., Nov. 29, 1917. 


The Excess Profits Board, 
U. S. Treasury, 
Washington, D. C. 


Gentlemen: The Commissioner of In- 
ternal Revenue has invited those affected 
by the excess profits tax to make sugges- 
tions as to the proper construction and 
application of the provisions of the law 
and particularly as to Sections 201, 204, 
207 and 208. 





The Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Associa- 
tion, a voluntary organization of oil and 
gas producers, marketers and refiners in 
the Mid-Continent field, with a member- 
ship of about 500, has appointed a com- 
mittee to present its views to your board, 
and we desire now to suggest to you cer- 
tain views as to the construction of the 
various provisions of the law relating to 
the production, refining and marketing of 
oil and gas and various enterprises con- 
nected therewith. 

The committee was in session for sev- 
eral days in Tulsa and heard from all 
classes of producers, refiners and mar- 
keters, and present the views of those 
interested in such enterprises. 

We desire at the outset to impress upon 
your board and upon the officials of the 
Treasury Department the fact that the 
oil men are entirely loyal and faithful to 
the Government, have no desire to avoid 
their just share of taxation, and are will- 
ing to bear burden greater than their 
proportion, that the Government may be 
strengthened and upheld in the present 
war, but we feel that because of the very 
hazardous nature of the business in which 
we are engaged, and because of the great 
risk and loss incidental to such hazard, 
that our business should not be discrim- 
inated against and that a construction 
should be given to the tax law which 
would place the oil business at least upon 
an equal footing with the other industries 
of the nation. 

When our nation entered the war, crude 
oil in the Mid-Continent field was $1.70 
per barrel; at the present time it is $2.00. 
an increase of about 18%. We attach to 
this statement a table marked ‘Exhibit 
A,”’ which shows the exports of petroleum 
products for all the years, beginning in 
1909 and including 1916. This shows the 
exports of the following products: Crude 
oil, gasoline and naphtha, illuminating 
oil, lubricating oil and residuum prod- 
ucts; also the percentage of such exports 
for the years above named. 

If the price of oil has been increased in 
any way by the war, it has been more 
than offset by the increase in the price 
of labor and materials necessary in pro- 
ducing it at the present time. We attach 
hereto, and make a part of this showing, 
exhibits giving the comparaive cost of 
drilling and equipment in the Cushing 
field and in the Bird Creek field during 
the years 1914 and 1917, for the correct- 
ness of which we vouch, and this table 
will show an average increase in material 
of about 100%. Labor is scarce and hard 
to employ and when employed is not of 
the high character that it formerly was 
in the oil fields, so that we think we are 
entirely within the facts when we say 
that development cost is more than twice 
as much as it was in 1914. 

There is no contention that the price 
of commercial gas has been advanced by 





the war; it is regulated by the utilities 
boards of the various cities and remains 
now the same as it was before the war. 

We further suggest that all supplies, 
labor, drilling and everything used in 
drilling and equipment of wells at this 
time must be paid for in cash and that 
everything furnished to the average oper- 
ator at this time is supplied to him on a 
strictly cash basis. 

While the Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue has invited suggestions as to 
Sections 201, 204, 207 and 208, it is dif- 
ficult to discuss or make suggestions as 
to separate sections of the law, and we 
will in a large measure consider them all 
together, and we would like to have our 
suggestions as to sections applied to all 
of them, and, as far as possible, to the 
whole tax law, as affecting our interests, 
so as to give it a liberal construction and 
a just application. 

Section 207—Invested Capital. 

Oil fields are discovered by the hazard- 
ous process known as “wildcatting’’; that 
is, enterprising individuals, pioneers in 
the oil business, go out into untested and 
untried fields, lease land and drill test 
wells in the hope of discovering new 
fields. A consevative estimate of the suc- 
cess of such enterprises would be about 
one in fifty, and many very conservative 
men who keep in touch with the statistics 
of the oil fields estimate that the suc- 
cesses are not any higher than one in 
ninety. 

It is necessary to keep these pioneers 
constantly going because the defined oil 
fields rapidly deplete, and to keep a sup- 
ply of oil normal and sufficient to meet 
the demands it is necessary to constantly 
find new fields. There is no method yet 
devised of finding new oil fields except 
with the drill. The hazard in wildcatting 
is so great that it is left almost entirely 
to the venturesome individual, and the 
conservative companies and those who 
have been successful in the oil business 
confine themselves largely to the pur- 
chase and operation of property after it 
has been partially developed in new fields. 
The business of producing oil and gas in 
the Mid-Continent field is in the hands 
of a great number of individuals, partner- 
ships and corporations. Many thousands 
of men and many millions of capital are 
engaged in that enterprise. It is not con- 
fined to any locality, but the oil fields 
extend from the central part of Kansas 
down through Oklahoma into Texas and 
Louisiana. Many of the men in this busi- 
ness have struggled for years, investing 
their time, money and income, only to 
meet disappointment and failure. Finally, 
at the end of a series of years. a large 
profit in one, or a few transacti8ns, may 
be made, and if the tax law is so con- 
strued that it would deprive them of their 
earnings of a number of years it would 
handicap the enterprise and place a bur- 
den upon them which would be without 
remedy. 

The greatest producing fields in the 
Mid-Continent, to wit, the Cushing field, 
the Blackwell field, the Kansas, Augusta, 
El Dorado field and Healdton field, have 
been discovered and developed beginning 
with 1913. 

Oil producers, and particularly those 
who were producing in the capacity of 
individuals not associated with others, 
really carry no such thing as an “invest- 
ment account.” The investment was 





there, but as “capital invested,’’ no ac- 
count was kept. In some cases the amount 
carried on the books was merely nominal, 
but in all such cases where no investment 
account was carried, or where the invest- 
ment was represented by only a nominal 
capital, the amount carried on the books 
was not commensurate with the actual 
value of the property. Such individuals 
and corporations hitherto made their re- 
turns for the purposes of income and 
other taxation and paid upon such re- 
turns without regard to their capital or 
lack of same, or without regard to the 
actual value of their properties. In all 
business transactions they acted accord- 
ing to existing laws, and in making this 
war excess profits law retroactive to Jan. 
1, 1917, it is not fair to these men who 
are honestly conducting their business 
under existing laws. 

We suggest, in interpreting ‘invested 
capital’ for the purpose of calculating re- 
turns under the new law, that a sworn 
appraisement of the value of their prop- 
erty should be accepted as “invested cap- 
ital,” subject to proper verifications. 

If any other construction or application 
of the law be made, there would be a dis- 
tinct discrimination between a corpora- 
tion which sold its property, or a portion 
of its properties, before Jan. 1, 1917, and 
continued in business, and a corporation 
which retained its properties and disposed 
of them after Jan. 1, 1917, for the reason 
that the increase in the capital valuation 
of those assets by being converted into 
eash or its equivalent by the sale, would 
form the basis of ‘‘invested capital’ for 
the purposes of applying the excess profits 
tax act; whereas, in the instance where 
the property was retained after Jan. 1, 
1917, that increase in capital valuation, 
not being represented by change in form 
as a result of the sale, would not be in- 
cluded in: “invested capital.”” An illus- 
tration of what is meant by a reference 
to this discrimination may be concretely 
shown by the following example 

“Let us assume that a corporation un- 
der Section 207 as of Jan. 1, 1914, has 
“invested capital” as contemplated by 
law of $100,000, but, as a matter of fact, 
suppose that these properties represented 
by such “invested capital’ were actually 
worth $300,000, for which amount such 
properties were sold in 1916; and let us 
further suppose that the proceeds from 
such sale thereof were reinvested during 
the same year so that as of Jan. 1, 1917, 
the ‘‘invested capital’? of such corporation 
as contemplated by law would actually be 
$300,000, upon which amount the specific 
deduction provided by law would be al- 
lowed. But, if this same corporation had 
not sold its capital assets prior to the 
effective date of the excess profits tax, 
namely, Jan. 1, 1917, but on the other 
hand continued doing business with the 
same assets constituting such “invested 
capital,’’ the corporation would be en- 
titled to a specific reduction or exemp- 
tion based on “invested capital,” of only 
$100,000, thus not securing the benefit of 
that portion of the actual ‘invested cap- 
ital” represented by the increase in the 
valuation thereof, just because those as- 
sets had not been converted into cash by 
sale and reinvested prior to the incidence 
of the act. Thus in one instance the ex- 
emption would be on $300,000 and in the 
other only on $100,000, when, as a matter 


(Continued on page 38.) 





PETROLEUM PRODUCTS EXPORTED—GALLONS. 


180,111,166 
100,695,382 
940,247,039 
163,832,544 
117,605,802 


1909. 
170,337,733 
68,758,675 
1,046,401,072 
161,639,609 
121,966,249 


Crude oil 
Gasoline-naphtha 
Illuminating .... 
Lubricating 
Residuum 


1912. 1913. 
188,711,420 194,469,634 
186,000,094 188,043,379 

1,026,138,239 1,119,441,243 
216,393,208 207,639,092 
266,236,936 426,872,373 


201,843,355 
137,294,606 
1,112,295,906 
183,319,645 
133,979,087 


1916. 
172,027,903 
355,920,383 
$54,672,213 
260,794,395 
964,107,015 


1914. 1915. 
124,735,553 158,263,069 
209,692,655 
1,010,449,253 

191,647,570 


703,508,621 812,216,209 





Total (gals ).. 
Total (bbis.)... 
Exports in % 

of production 20.4 17.1 


1,569,103,378 
37,359,603 


1,502,491,933 
35,773,619 


, TABLE SHOWING DEPLETION ON NINE CUSHING LEASES. 


Sam 
Bichards 
SW% SW% 
N¥SWHKE 


249,776.10 
180,493.85 
137,818.42 
104,164.54 
89,488.77 
73,205.99 
45,188.72 


September 
October 
November 
December 
1915— 
January ... 
February 
March .. 
April ... 


57,949.15 
59,580.23 


September 
October 
November 
December 
1916— 
JORBOGTY 2.2 occ woevics ee cceceesars 
February ......+.+. ¥en te dteesweee 


1,763,731,699 
42,112,660 


1,883,479,897 2,136,465,721 
44,844,759 50,868,207 


19.1 20.1 20.5 


Q. V. 
Jackson 


Lizzie 
Brown 
NE% 
9-17-7 


Celia Cobb 
SE¥% SEY 
3-17-7 


Jemima 


183,705.66 
167,064.31 
128,660.16 
96,746.88 
64,301.02 
67,408.07 


63,765.80 
. 62,744.87 
53,326.40 
43,403.76 
48,144.58 
35,881.08 


198,050.81 
145,588.88 
159,232.01 


100,426.63 
79,421.23 
58,590.95 


59,259.49 
70,766.15 
58,767.27 
39,456.06 
35,140.26 
22,400.48 
12,460.96 

9,857.16 
11,509.53 


29,021.53 


21,488.75 
24,438.34 
36,878.77 
32,513.86 
21,237.05 
14,419.76 
17,871.48 
15,394.73 


117,475.98 
97,166.09 
100,543.40 
97,947.12 
75,402.65 
57,151.02 
36.677.54 
38,086.39 
37,811.47 


2,240,033,652 


2,328,725,749 2,607,471,999 
5,334,134 


55,445,851 62,082,664 
20.1 19.7 20.2 


Lena Fife 

L.Yarhola Jesse Tiger Jean Tiger N%YNEY%& 

N% SEY NEY NW E% NW% 
17-17-7 16-17-7 22-17-7 


39,241.62 
35,306.68 
25,472.08 
17,432.86 


13,058.82 
13,567.80 
13,663.32 
16,731.00 
10,857.44 
9,937.92 
7,491.98 
6,010.44 


185,072.66 
142,368.83 
102,082.96 


86,232.22 
94,602.60 
93,010.93 
94,521.31 
70,551.99 
33,069.48 
18,224.06 
12,572.32 
12,844.67 


369,495.33 

308,289.33 
366,998.04 
318,605.06 
249,985.59 
171,697.30 
127,063.70 


22,815.93 
16,467.68 


30,937.09 
29,109.88 
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HIS demonstrates that the higher 
first cost, economical, and reliable 
Gas Engine of the vertical type is 

being recognized by the oil men as a 
competitor of the two-cycle and cheaper 
engines installed heretofore almost ex- 
clusively in the oil field. 
Expressions of satisfaction from owners 
and repeat orders evidence the appreciation 
of ‘higher grade’”’ instead of ‘‘cheap 
first cost.”’ 
Engines built for direct connection to 
Compressors and Generators as well as 
belt driven. 
Send all inquiries for engines and line 
work to 
THREE 175-H.P. THREE-CYLINDER REEVES GAS ENGINES. BELT CONNECTED TO INGER- , 
SOLL RAND GASOLINE “COMPRESSORS IN GASOLINE PLANT OF 
THE B. B. STROUD CO., BRADFORD, PA. 
HOPE ENGINEERING & SUPPLY CO. 
PITTSBURGH, PA. MT. VERNON, OHIO TULSA. OKLA. 
BUILDERS OF PIPE LINES DESIGNERS AND BUILDERS OF GASOLINE RECOVERY PLANTS 
SUNN 


iH 


SLIM 


Standard Oil Company 


OF NEW YORK 


REFINERS AND DEALERS IN REFINED OILS, 
LAUNCH NAPHTHA, V. M. & P. NAPHTHA, 


OILS AND GREASES. 


GASOLINE, 
LUBRICATING 


Main Office, 26 Broadway, New York 


FIELD OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES AND TOWNS IN 
NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND STATES. 


For the accommodation of launch owners, we We make a specialty of manufacturing a very 
have established stations at convenient points on fine grade of Naphtha for use of varnish and paint 
all waterways in the Hast. A complete list showing makers, and also a very high grade of Naphtha 
the locations of these various stations will be fur- specially adapted for use in Automobiles, Launches, 
nished upon application to the main office. Motors, Gasoline Engines, and all such appliances. 


WE ALSO HANDLE A FULL LINE OF BLUE 
FLAME OIL STOVES, PERFECTION SMOKELESS 
HEATERS, THE WELL-KNOWN RAYO TABLE, 
READING AND RECEPTION LAMPS, BURNERS 


AND WICKS 


ANNAN 


Srl 
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TOTAL PRODUCTION FOR NINE CUSH- 
ING PROPERTIES. 


Starting with their best months and for 
the 11 succeeding months: 


568,613.59 

471,134.02 

335,798.60 

283,706 01 

265,643.27 

222,291.02 

COMPARISON OF PRICES IN 

CREEK FIELD. 
1914 and August, 1917. 
1914. 


Drilling (machine), foot... 

8% 17-lb. casing, per foot. 

6%-in. 17-lb., per feot.... 

2-in. 1,800 lbs. test oil line, 
per foot 

2-in. 1,200 Ibs. test gas line, 
per foot 

5g-in. iron sucker rods, per 
100 feet 

%-in. iron pullrods, per 100 
feet 9. 

Glycerine (60-qt. shot).... e 166. 

1 65¢x84%-in. anchor packer 7. 41. 

1 Keystone pumping power ~f 620.25 

1 35-h.p. Olin gas engine.. ,310.00 

1 30-h.p. boiler ,507.00 

1 25-h.p. steam engine.... 325 521.00 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Cc 


7 


1,600-bbl. wood tank.... 600.00 
500-bbl. wood tank 325.00 
250-bbl. wood tank 7 
12-in. 6-ply belt, per foot . 
asing fittings 65% off 20.5% off 
2-in. malleable fittings 70% off 30.5% off 
Manila cables, per pound.. 2 .35 
%-in. wire drilling cable, 
per 100 feet 30.00 
%-in. wire sand line, per 
100 feet 
Lumber, per 1,000 feet..... 
1 2-in. O. K. pumping jack 
Teaming, per day 
Labor (roustabouts and 
pumpers), per month.... 
1 string drilling tools..... 3,75 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
ON TAX HEARING 


(Continued from page 36.) 
of fact, there was the same “invested 
capital” in either instance. 
Depletion. 
In determining the amount of net earn- 
ings, depletion and depreciation enter 
_ very largely into the question of such net 
earnings and are very important factors 
in arriving at the real net earnings of 
men engaged in the production of oil. 

In calculating the rate of depletion, or 
return of investment in oil and gas pro- 
ducing properties, whether owned in fee 
or lease, due consideration should be 
given to the fact of depletion if fixed at 
an annual rate of percentage of amount 
invested, the rate should be high enough 
to admit of the return of the investment 
while the income from properties is great 
enough to absorb such deduction. Under 
the present regulations many owners of 
oil-producing properties never can secure 
the full return of their investment, and 
this is particularly true in the case of 
small operators owning one, two, or a 
smail number of lease-holds. Take, for 
example, the individual or corporation 
owning an oil producing lease-hold for 
which $100,000 has been paid. While the 
productive life of this property may be 
ten years, it is safe to assume that after 
the first four or five years, taking the 
various lease-holds in the Mid-Continent 
field as an average, there will not be 
sufficient annual income from production 
to admit of absorbing the ten per cent 
of the original investment, or $10,000. 
It is a well known fact that in some cases 
there is not enough income after two 
years to admit of absorbing the ten per 
cent of the “capital invested,’’ notwith- 
standing that the productive life may be 
ten years or even longer, while corpor- 
ations having a large number of leases 
sufficient income may always be derived 
from other leases or sources to admit of 
taking up these deductions, the small 
producer can never hope for the return 
of his capital through depletion. 

As illustrating the very rapid decline in 
production and to show how great the 
depletion is in the early life of the wells, 
we attach hereto a table of figures taken 
from actual transactions which includes 
nine leases in the great Cushing field. 
These properties reached the highest pro- 
ducing point at a time when 50 wells were 
producing upon the land. From this time 
to the end of the succeeding year, 50 
additional wells were drilled, and at the 
end of the year 100 wells upon said nine 
leases were producing oil. Taking the 
production at the beginning of the year 

_ at 100%, it was producing but 12%% at 
the end of the year, showing a total de- 
preciation in actual production of 874% 
during that year. The 50 wells drilled 
during the year cost on an average of 
$15,000 per well, illustrating that a vast 


10.00 

38.00 

34.50 
7.00-8.00 


35-100.00 
7,500.00 








amount of money taken out had to be 
returned in the way of additional drill- 
ings. 

We therefore suggest that a fixed an- 
nual rate of depletion be allowed, effec- 
tive Jan. 1, 1917, at a rate of 25% per 
annum. 

We suggest that there is no sound rea- 
son for discriminating between a lease- 
hold interest in a producing property and 
a fee title in the same, and both should 
be considered on the same basis, and 
that both should be considered as in- 
vested capital within the meaning of the 
act. 

The value of an oil property consists 
in its productive capacity only and its 
value is measured exactly the same upon 
a leasehold as upon a freehold, the only 
difference being that in one case the pro- 
ducer owns seven-eighths and in the other 
case owns it all. This is equally true of 
“wildcatting’’ acreage for which a com- 
paratively small bonus may be paid, or 
in the case of a proven leasehold for 
which a large amount is paid for the esti- 
mated production, based on its known 
production, and for the lease and other 
equipment on the ground. In the pur- 
chase of a producing property in the open 
market the value of physical equipment 
on such a property is of negligible value 
only. 

Physical Depreciation. 

In arriving at the physical depreciation 
of oil wells and drilling, we submit the 
following as a fair basis 
Wooden rigs 
Casing and tubing 
Pumps 
Line pipe 
Wooden tanks and tank houses 
Boiler engines 
Wood buildings 
Tools and fittings. 

Based upon this table, the average de- 
preciation upon physical property would 
be 20% or more, and we suggest that 20% 
as a basis is sound and fair to the indus- 
tries and the Government and the proper 
basis to be fixed for determining physical 
depreciation and its net earnings. 

Rate of Earnings. 

We submit that the maximum allow- 
ance of 9% on “invested capital’’ as a 
basis for determining the war excess 
profits taxes is not fair to the oil and 
gas industry. This industry being so 
financially hazardous should be permitted 
to make gains commensurate with the 
hazards incurred. It is not to be com- 
pared with banking or other financial en- 
terprises, nor with commercial business, 
as they do not have the element of 
hazard constantly encountered in the oil 
and gas business. 

Operators in the latter industry spend 
large amounts of money in fruitless oper- 
ations, and even when their efforts are 
crowned with success the rapid depletion 
of the property makes the business such 
as to warrant the belief that it should 
not be placed in the same category with 
other lines of industry. We believe that 
25% should be allowed on “invested cap- 
ital,”’” and in this connection we suggest 
that the Treasury Department has recog- 
nized the peculiar nature of this industry 
in establishing 15% as a basis for making 
returns for the corporation capital stock 
tax. J 
That the oil and gas business requires 
a steady and constant reinvestment of 
large amounts of capital, and to a much 
greater extent than any other business, 
in order to maintain production. Both 
profits and a large part of the orig- 
inal capital are constantly reinvested, 
such reinvestment being always subject 
to the hazards of this highly speculative 
business, and in many instances resolves 
itself into complete loss. In this connec- 
tion we suggest that if you eliminate one 
highly productive area in the Mid-Conti- 
nent field, in which production is unusu- 
ally heavy at the present time, but in 
which only a comparatively few concerns 
are interested, that a large reinvestment 
in drilling and developing has failed to 
maintain the average production of petro- 
leum. 

We further suggest that at this time 
it is extremely difficult, and in many 
eases impossible, to get supplies in the 
way of casing, tubing and machinery for 
the oil fields, even at the extremely high 
prices now charged, and we suggest that 
if production is maintained or increased 
we will have to have Government aid in 
securing such supplies. 

Personal appeals have been made to 
the individual producers through the 
Fuel Oil Committee of the Government 
urging upon them to make extraordinary 
efforts at this time to increase the pro- 
duction of crude oil, that the fuel supply 
of the army and navy might be abun- 
dant. With every effort that has here- 
tofore been made the discovery and 
bringing in of the Augusta and El Dor- 
ado fields in Kansas, at the opportune 
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READY POR THE ROAD. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF 


THE SAFEST, STRONGEST AND MOST 
POPULAR PULLING MACHINES 
ON THE MARKET 


Our Safety Pulling Machine on A Mast, 36 feet, full- 
length timbers, semi-steel reel, safety-brake mechanism, 
extra broad gauge, attached truck, good for 2,000 feet. 





Our Safety Special, same as above, with extra heavy mast 
timbers, good for 3,000 feet. 


We also manufacture the Eclipse Pulling Machine on A 
Mast, 36 feet, full-length timbers, semi-steel reel, single 
brake, attached truck, extra broad gauge. 


Sold by the Oil Well Supply Co., National 
Supply Co. or any supply company or address 


THE SAFETY PULLING MACHINE Co. 


INDEPENDENCE, KANSAS 
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The Parkersburg “Chain” Drilling Machine 


This Machine has 
withstood the test 
of time, and is 
abreast with to- 
days development 
in Well- Drilling 
Rigs. 


The best progress 

. ce . 

in making hole’’ 

means by the 
Parkersburg. ’’ 





Equipped with 
Transport Truck, 
Engine Founda- 
tion etc., and 
simplified for 
moving and re- 
erecting. 





Write for a 1917 
catalogue. 





The Parkersburg 
Rig Iron Outfits 
carried in stocks in 
all oil field supply 
centers. 


The Parkersburg Rig & Reel Company 


PARKERSBURG, W. VA. TULSA, OKLA. 
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and critical time, is the only thing that 
stands between the demands of the Gov- 
ernment and of trade in general and a 
shortage in all classes of petroleum prod- 
ucts. This field is probably now at or 
near its zenith, and it is vital to the con- 
tinuance and maintenance of oil produc- 
tion that new fields be discovered and 
developed. This can only be done if the 
pioneers are permitted to reap the results 
of the risks and hazards which they 
incur in the business. 

We suggest that a literal application 
of this law will not only curtail, but will 
be disastrous to the oil and gas business 
in general; that it will stop the explora- 
tion for oil and gas in new fields; that it 
will dry up the source»from’ which the 
Government would obtain large revenues, 
and will make the supply of petroleum 
products necessary for the nation’s use 
a difficult if not impossible task. 

Summary. 

In conclusion, we make to your board 
and the Treasury Department the follow- 
ing suggestions 

1. A fair valuation of all oil-producing 
properties as of Jan. 1, 1917, and a sworn 
appraisement of same, subject to proper 
verification of the Department, be the 
basis for determining ‘‘invested capital,’ 
in cases where no investment capital ac- 
count is carried or where the property is 
clearly in excess of such investment ac- 
count, if carried. 

2. That, effective Jan. 1, 1917, oil pro- 
ducers be permitted to deplete their prop- 
erties at the rate of 25% per annum, until 
the investment in such properties is re- 
turned. 

3. That depreciation on physical equip- 
ment upon oil-producing properties be 
allowed at the rate of 20% per annum 
from Jan. 1, 1917. 

4. That leaseholds and fees be treated 
alike and that no distinction be made as 
to depletions or depreciation between 
leaseholds and a freehold. 

5. That the excess profits tax to be 
paid during the year 1918 be spread over 
a period of years, and if this is not pos- 
sible under the existing law, that the 
Treasury Department recommend to Con- 
gress an amendment to the law permit- 
ting this. 

6. That ‘where borrowed money is in- 
vested in the oil or gas business that it 
be treated as invested capital. 

7. That the Treasury Department in- 
vestigate the matter of oil securities and 
place producing oil properties in a posi- 
tion to obtain the credits to which they 
are entitled in the Reserve banks. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN J. SHEA, Chairman, 
T. F. LYDON, 
LOUIS LOEFFLER, 
Committee, Mid-Continent 
Oil & Gas Association. 





H. A. WAKEFIELD IS NOW MEMBER 
OF TULSA INSURANCE FIRM. 





Carr & French, of Tulsa, Okla., have 
been succeeded by Carr, French & Wake- 
field. They have completely reorganized 
their service. Mark BE. Carr was for- 
merly an agent at Fort Henry, N. Y., 
but started in the business at Tulsa in 
1912. He combined his agency with that 
of Mr. French, forming the firm of Carr 
& French, and branches were opened at 
Oklahoma City and Wichita, Kan. Schuy- 
ler C. French was for many years presi- 
dent of one of the big steel companies in 
Michigan. He started in the business in 
Tulsa in 1912, taking over the Helm & 
Rose Agency. H. A. Wakefield, for many 
years, was an expert in oil matters, being 
one of the employes of the old Pennsyl- 
vania Oil Exchange. He continued his 
experience in the business with the Louis- 
lana Standard Oil Co. and later became 
connected with the Carter Oil Co., of 
Tulsa. He intends to devote his attention 
chiefly to that part of the business that 
applies to proper coverage and protection 
of the oil interests. The oil properties in 
Oklahoma are numerous and of great 
magnitude. The firm therefore feels that 
it is necessary to have one man giving 
Practically his entire attention to this 
important industry, so that the greatest 
Service can be rendered the assured own- 
Ing oil property. 





NEODESHA PROPERTY SOLD. 


The property of A. C. Sticelber and as- 
Sociates, north of Neodesha, Kan., was 
sold last week to John Solley and other 
residents, of Parkersburg, W. Va. The 
Sale included 650 acres of leases with a 
Settled production of approximately 40 
bbls. daily. The consideration was slightly 
above $2,000 a barrel. The deal was 
handled by EB. A. Coleman & Co., of Inde- 
pendence, Kan., and was the sixteenth 
property sold by that concern since 
March 1, 











EVERYTHING FOR OIL WELLS 


Branch Stores in all Oil Fields 


High Pressure Power 





“OILWELL” 


ESTD 1362 


TRADE 
REGISTERED 


MARK 

















For long distance pumping, high vertical lifts, and all severe conditions where 


the suction lift is not greater than 25 feet. 


An all iron pump which is simple, compact, rigid and cannot get out of align- 
ment. Every pump is thoroughly tested at its guaranteed working pressure, and 


will operate continuously under the hardest kind of work. 


Made in a large range of sizes. 


Send for Bulletin No. 10 which describes this pump in 
detail, or inquire at any of our 67 Branch Stores. 





“Oilwell” products world renowned—both above and under ground 





OIL WELL SUPPLY 
PITTSBURGH, U. S. A. 


NEW YORK LOS ANGELES SAN FRANCISCO 





TAMPICO 


co. 


LONDON 























| YOU desire STRENGTH in the WELD, LASTING QUALITIES, FREEDOM 
FROM CYRSTALLIZATION UNDER WORKING STRAINS and SMOOTH, 
SHARP THREADS, INSURING TIGHT JOINTS, use SOUTH CHESTER 
WROUGHT IRON CASING, TUBING, ROTARY and DRIVE PIPE. 


Carried in stock by 


LUCEY MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 


HOUSTON, BEAUMONT, HUMBLE and SOUR LAKE, TEXAS 


and SHREVEPORT and OIL CITY, LA. 


PRICHARD SUPPLY CO. - - meee. WY. 
BRANCHLAND SUPPLY CO., Huntington, ‘Ww. vai “Miakifr, Ww. va; ame land, W. va. 
CAMERON TOOL co. “ere rere - Cameron, W. Va. 


. es ee aS Se - = Salem, W. Va. 
NEW MARTINSVILLE SUPPLY CO. - ---- - - - - New Martinsville, W. Va. 
AMERICAN IRON & SUPPLY CO. - - - - - - - - - - - - Marietta, 0. 
LAWRENCEVILLE MACHINE 00. - - - - - - - - - - - _Uawrenceville, Ill 
BRADFORD SUPPLY wee Tl lt tf. "Beedtord,” Pa. 
BOVAIRD & SEYFANG M MANUFACTURING CO. Pa. 
HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. - - - Titusville, Pas on City, Pa.i Erie, Pe. 
BABE SOSELY OO. seoces Pa. 
McEWEN BROS. - =) + = + + + = = = Wollsville and Bolivar, X,Y. 
PRODUCERS SUPPLY CO. - ---------- = 
ROUSEVILLE SUPPLY 00, - - - - - = - -/- = = = = = = Rouseville: Pe. 


Representatives and stecks at all impertant points in the United States. 


SOUTH CHESTER TUBE COMPANY 


CHESTER, PA. 


PITTSBURGH NEW YORK 


SAN FRANCISCO 
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REFINING INDUSTRY 


OF UNITED STATES 


Past Year Supplied Many New Oil Refineries, Particularly In the Mid- 
Continent Field—Many Cracking Plants Are Installed— 
Figures Concerning Refining Industry. . 


(By H. G. JAMES.) 


(Continued from last week.) 

The Bigheart plant of the Cosden com- 
bination, the plant where Cosden made 
his start, has just been turned over to 
other owners and will now pass through 
a period of reconstruction. At one time 
there was a refinery at Chelsea; at an- 
other time one a® Longton, Kan; Caney, 
until recently boasted of an oil refinery. 
Change! change! change!—that is the 
clanging clarion note of petroleum prog- 
ress. 

Action in oil is so rapid that if you 
knew who owned yonder refinery yester- 
day, you would not dare bet on the own- 
ership today nor tomorrow. Less than a 
year ago the Sterling Oil & Refining Co. 
started the erection of a large refinery at 
Wichita, to cost $500,000 and to have a 
special distilling process. Before con- 
struction was completed it was merged 
with the Kaneta Refining Co. While work 
was still in progress, it was taken over 
by the Wichita Independent Oil Co., and 
now it has just changed hands again, to 
become the property of the Hale Petro- 
leum Co. It is a well-built, modern plant, 
with machinery for making lubricants, 
wax, ete., and has a pipe line to the El 
Dorado field. 

The Lesh Refining Co., on the other 
hand, has never changed ownership. The 
plant is located on the Arkansas River at 
Arkansas City; it runs about 1,200 bbis. 
a day. Yet it has found that its success 
depended upon not only a refining plant, 
but tank cars, a pipe line, numerous fill- 
ing and distributing stations, and now it 
is acquiring producing interests and has 
started putting in a lub plant. 

Another forcible illustration of the vicis- 
situdes of the ‘“‘game” is the case of the 
Kanotex Refining Co., located at Caney. 
This was built in 1908. It pursued a vig- 
orous campaign for several years and was 
among the first in the field to acquire its 
own pipe line and production. It drilled 
a great many wells in the Dewey field, 
across the State line in Oklahoma; these 
were connected up by 27 miles of pipe 
line, and for a time the refinery had more 
oil of its own than it could use. Then 
came the period of Cushing crude, and it 
could not compete with those refineries 
having the high-grade raw material. So 
it was compelled to sell its crude to the 
pipe line company and pay a premium for 
higher-grade crude and pay the added ex- 
pense of moving the same in by tank car. 
Finally it sold its producing properties, 
took up its pipe line and moved refinery 
and all to Arkansas City, where it is now 
making a neat profit because it can get 
a high-grade crude by pipe line. 

The Kansas Oil Refining Co. at Coffey- 
ville was first built at Chanute in 1903. 
That was before there was a Mid-Conti- 
nent field. At that time it was the Kan- 
sas field and the first big gusher pool at 
Bolton had not been developed. Oil 
around Chanute was of heavy gravity, 
and after a time the plant was moved to 
Coffeyville. It represents an investment 
of $270,000 and owns nearly 100 tank cars 
as well as distributing stations down in 
Arkansas. Now it is engaged in erecting 
a lubricating plant. It handles about 
1,300 bbls. of crude a day. And who has 
not read the story of the Sunflower Re- 
fining Co. at Niotaze? It was first built 
in 1904, and under the direction of Miss 
Kaessman it had a splendid record until 
it attempted to spread out. It was mak- 
ing $5,000 a month profit when Miss 
Kaessman installed machinery for making 
lubricants. She was inexperienced and 
it cost her much more than she had ex- 
pected and her creditors were too eager 
to oust her. She was compelled to with- 
draw and for several years the plant was 
passed around from one to another, each 
failing to make a success of it, until 
about a year ago, when the present own- 
ers, inexperienced in oil, took hold of it 
and changed the name to the O. K. Re- 
fining Co. Many improvements have been 
made and now it is making money. It 
has Burton stills installed and also oper- 
ates a Henson process. It handles about 
1,150 bbls. a day and runs it down to all 
products. 

The Rosedale Refining Co. at Rosedale, 
a suburb of Kansas City, was begat by 
the North American Refining Co. at 
Pementa, Okla. And after operating suc- 
cessfully, running about 500 bbls. a day 





for two years, the company has just com- 
pleted another plant of 4,000 bbls. capac- 
ity at Sheffield, another suburb of Kansas 
City. The latter plant has the Parker 
cracking process and the Rosedale put in 
a Cross still, which blew up and was not 
rebuilt. The Rosedale, without cracking, 
averages 26.5% gasoline. It owns 18 miles 
of pipe line and its own tank cars. 


The St. Joseph Viscosity Oil Co., of St. 
Joseph, Mo., concluded it needed a refin- 
ery in connection with its jobbing busi- 
ness. It started out with a capacity of 
less than 250 bbls. a day. This was in- 
creased to 500 bbls. and now additional 
new stills are being installed. It seemed 
as if “the mountain were going to Mo- 
hammed” when a refinery was carried to 
the Wilhoit jobbing business over in Jop- 
lin. The investment amounted to $150,000 
and it looked like a fool move. But today 
the Wilhoit refinery is making money. It 
runs 750 bbls. of crude a day, has 51 tank 
cars and serves 35 filling and distributing 
stations. 

All over what is regarded as the Kansas 
field extensive changes are being made 
in refining; plants are being increased in 
size, number of products made is being 
multiplied, equipment augmented and new 
refineries are projected in unexpected 
places. 

Zenith of Refinery Building. 

But the prediction is here made that 
the zenith of refinery building has been 
reached. When the present plants. are 
completed there will be a long period of 
quiet in refinery construction. My theory 
is based upon the conviction that auto- 
mobile construction is on a decline, which 
is certain to gain momentum as the war 
progresses and people feel the pinch of 
high taxes and the necessity of self-sac- 
rifice. No automobile manufacturer is 
turning out as many cars as he was. He 
will turn out fewer in the future. Air- 
ship construction will not make up for 
the decline in pleasure-car construction 
and decrease in pleasure-car gasoline con- 
sumption. The hundred or more new re- 
fineries that will have been completed 
between Jan. 1, 1917 and July 1, 1918, to- 
gether with the increased capacities of 
the old plants, will more than consume 
the 20,000,000 bbls. increase in crude pro- 
duction this year. The handwriting is on 
the wall for him who will read. 

And what has been said of Kansas 
holds equally true of Oklahoma. No other 
State in the nation has kept pace with 
Oklahoma in refinery construction and 
extension the past eighteen months. Al- 
most half of the new refineries now build- 
ing or projected are in Oklahoma. A 





greater percentage of tank cars, pipe 
lines, volume of gasoline made, cracking 
experimentation by refiners is claimed by 
Oklahomans than by oil men in any other 
State in Oildom. And the oil men are 
more severely mistreated by the State of 
Oklahoma than anyhere else in the coun- 
try. It is coming to be a maxim that he 
is foolish who builds a refinery in Okla- 
homa if he can build it in Kansas or 
somewhere else. 

And yet in spite of fearful official adds 
and handicap, the intrepid ‘‘oileander’’ 
goes on developirg his resources with the 
grim determination of a patriot. There 
is the little Crystal White Refining Co. at 
Allen, Okla. It started out with a hand- 
ful of material and difficulties in 1915, 
with a capacity of about 250 bbls. and 
actually running 175 bbls. This year new 
stills are being added and the capacity 
increased to 1,000 bbls. It is served with 
crude through its own pipe line from a 
small local field and gets only 14% gaso- 
line therefrom; but it is making good, 
and to make good in a refinery, as we are 
attempting to show, is to grow. 

In 1914 what was then known as the 
Chelsea refining interests, since merged 
into the larger efforts of the International 
Refining Co., built the small plant of the 
Ardmore Refining Co. at Ardmore. At 
that time Ardmore and the Healdton field 
seemed impossible as a refining proposi- 
tion. The oil was heavy, there was no sale 
for it, and anyway Ardmore was away 
down yonder in the sticks and would 
never get on the oil map. But it is al- 
way the impossible thing that makes the 
most brilliant victory. Behold Ardmore 
and the Healdton field! The Ardmore Re- 
fining Co. is today, after less than three 
years, running more than 4,500 bbls. a 
day on an average and is doing a splendid 
business. It is making kerosene, gasoline, 
naphtha, benzines, fuel oil and distillates, 
getting its crude through nine miles of 
its own pipe line. It has an investment of 
over $190,000. It has been proved,if loca- 
tion is right and other conditions favor- 
able, it is possible to make a refinery pay 
running ilow-content crude. Healdton 
crude reduces from 8.5% to about 14%, 
the grade varying. The Doherty refinery 
at Gainesville, Tex., crude for which is 
piped through its own line from Healdton, 
is one of the largest refineries in the Mid- 
Continent field, having a capacity of 
nearly 18,000 bbls. a day and running 
almost 15,000 bbls. daily. This plant is 
undergoing extensive extensions. If plans 
mature, Ardmore will be much more of 
a refining center at the end of another 
year. In addition to this, there is the 
Terminal Refining Co.’s plant at New 
Wilson and the Wilson Refining Co. at 
Wilson, out in the Healdton field. A 
number of other refineries are under con- 
struction or contemplation for the Heald- 
ton district. And three years ago Heald- 
ton operators were begging for some one 
to buy their oil at any old price. 

As Cushing has declined in production 
the number of its refineries in and ad- 
jacent to Cushing has increased. The 
capacity of nearly all of the first refin- 
eries built in this district has been in- 
creased. In the Yale sector there is a 
regular clutter of ‘‘petroleum distilleries.’ 





At first these were little inconsequential, 
struggling concerns; today some of the 
best refineries in the field are in that 
division. Some of them are running 4,000 
bbls. and more a day. The Southern Oil 
Corporation has a capacity of 7,000 bbls. 
a day and is running 4,500 bbls. on an 
average, supplied by 110 miles of pipe 
line, and makes everything except lubri- 
cants. It has an investment of $700,000, 
having started modestly in 1914 and 
grown by leaps and bounds to its present 
proportions. Last year it installed three 
new stills. The Superior Refinery at Yale 
is using 190 bbls. of crude a day and get- 
ting 32% of gasoline. It has tank cars 
but no pipe-line facilities or other equip- 
ment. It will be no doubt interesting for 
my correspondent to keep his eye on 
some of these small, unnoticed Oklahoma 
plants during the next year or two. The 
Yale Oil Refining Co. runs 550 bbls. a 
day and is being increased tc 1,000 bbls. 
It was a product of 1916. It has its own 
pipe line. The Canfield Refining Co.'s 
plant is of the 1916 vintage. It cost $250,- 
000 to erect and has a capacity of 1,000 
bbls. a day. All products down to wax 
are made. It has its own pipe line, 20 
miles, with 41 wells connected, and its 
own tank cars. This is a coming plant. 
The Star Refining Co. started the first of 
this year with a capacity of 1,000 bbls.; 
it has a short pipe line and is starting 
out in a modest way. There is also the 
Webster plant,with its 800 bbls. capacity, 
enlarging by 50% this year, owner of 20 
miles of pipe line, 31 tank cars, etc. The 
Home Oil Refining Co. is using 500 bbls. 
a day, with everything in front of it to 
reach out to. At Jennings the McKircher 
Refining Co. is now operating a 2,500-bbl. 
“crude distillery’? and proposes building 
a wax plant. Nearby the Carter and 
the Roxana have their big plants. - In 
addition to these there are 12 to 15 Parker 
cracking stills within “looking distance’ 
of Cushing and Yale. There is probably 
no greater beehive of petroleum refining 
in the United States than encompassed 
within the above refinery. 

It is scarcely necessary to call atten- 
tion to that “mess” of refineries at Cush- 
ing. The performance at Cushing, in 
storage-tank construction, refinery opera- 
tions and pipe-line building has been 
without parallel. And in spite of the de- 
cline of Cushing production, new refin- 
eries continue to be built and old plants 
go on increasing in capacity, adding stills, 
cracking plants and putting in machinery 
for making lubricants and grease and 
wax. Within the past year the Inland 
Refining Co. has built at Cushing, expend- 
ing $1,000,000. The Consumers Refining 
Co., which was started a little affair to 
help C. B. Shaffer market his crude when 
there was 2 flood of production at Cush- 
ing, now runs 5,000 bbls. a day, and dur- 
ing the past year has completed one of 
the modern wax plants of the country. 
The refinery operates about 400 cars and 
secures an average of 30% gasoline from 
its runs. This once more illustrates the 
never-ending action of petroleum manu- 
facturing. The Cushing Petroleum Prod- 
ucts company buys distillate from the 
regular refineries and converts it into 





(Continued on page 46.) 











SNOW 


Oil Engine 


Power per hour. 


115 Broadway, 





The Snow Crude Oil Engine can be 
operated with the low or high gravity oils; 
less than % Ib. is necessary per Brake Horse 


Pump Oil With Oil 


Do away with steam plant losses, 
maintenance and operating force by 
installing a combined unit. 





ALL SIZES 
ALL CAPACITIES 


Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation 


Branch Offices in all Principal Cities 


Deane Power Pumps will efficiently handle 
crude oil at any 
loading, or tank service. 
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EXTENSION OF OSAGE MINERAL RIGHTS 


Committee of Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Association Expresses Views 
Of that Organization and Endeavors to Interest Congressmen. 


In order to obtain an extension of lease- 
hold rights in the Osage district, this 
State, a committee representing the Mid- 
Continent Oil & Gas Association, went 
to Washington’ last week to present the 
facts in the matter to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. Before this committee is 
the Indian Appropriation bill which con- 
tains a provision for the. extenson of the 
mineral rights of the Osage tribe in land 
held by the Indians, to the year 1959. 
As the law now provides these rights are 
to end in 1931. The Interior Department 
favors the extension, and is said to have 
caused the extension provision to be in- 
serted in the appropriation bill. Mean- 
while, it is understood, Congressman 
Hastings, member of the Indian com- 
mittee, and T. A. Chandler, Congressional 
Representative from this district, also a 
member of the Indian committee, are 
opposed to the extension clause. ; 


To lay the contentions of the oil men 
before these members of Congress, and 
others interested, David F. Connolly, 
J. W. Zevely, James B. Diggs, and Judge 
J. J. Shea, acting as a committee and 
representing the Mid-Continent Oil & Gas 
Association made the Washington trip. 
Whether the extension clause is to be 
left in the bill or taken out by the Indian 
committee is not now known. 

If the extension clause is not left in the 
Indian Appropriation bill, a new measure, 
providing for’ the desired extension, will 
be introduced in Congress and the asso- 
ciation will aid in promoting its passage. 

Association’s Position. 


The Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Associ- 
ation representatives took with them to 
Washington the following declarations 
adopted by that organization: 


“Whereas, oil and gas leases executed 
covering lands in the Osage reservation 
and leases to be executed in the future 
will terminate in 1931, unless in the mean- 
while, the Congress of the United States 
shall extend the mineral rights of the 
Osage tribe in the lands of said reserva- 
tion; and 

“Whereas, the best results in the pro- 
duction of oil and gas are had under 
leases which continue in force so long 
as oil and gas are found; and 


“Whereas, the fact that oil and gas 
leases covering lands in the Osage reser- 
vation will expire in 1931, has a tendency 
to impede and discourage the thorough 
and complete exploration of the reserva- 
tion for oil and gas purposes, which ten- 
dency will increase from year to year in 
the interval between the adoption of this 
resolution and the expiration of such 
leases; and 

“Whereas, the oil wells in said reser- 
vation produce quantities of casinghead 
gas, which can be utilized in the manu- 
facture of gasoline which, however, en- 
tails a large investment in the necesary 
plants and equipment thereof; and 


“Whereas, the best results in the man- 
ufacture of gasoline from casinghead gas 
is obtained where the oil wells from which 
the gas is produced have attained a con- 
siderable age, the richness of the gas 
increasing with the age of the well, as 
the result of which a long-term lease 
alone will justify the investment called 
for in this operation; and 

‘“‘Whereas, the United States Gover 
ment, in view of the exigencies of the 
war, is urging oil producers to employ 
all means possible to increase the supply 
of crude petroleum and is urging refiners 
to increase the supply of gasoline for the 
or of the Government and its allies; 
an 

“‘Whereas, it is the sense of the execu- 
tive committee of the Mid-Continent Oil 
& Gas Association that ordinary Gov- 
ernmental policies should be subordinate 
to the great emergency created by the 
war; 

“Now, therefore, be it resolved by the 
board of directors of the Mid-Continent 
Oil & Gas Association as follows: 

“That the association hereby endorses 
that provision of the Indian appropriation 
bill now pending in committee of the 
House of Representatives which extends 
the mineral rights of the Osage tribe 
until 1959, and should such provision be 
eliminated from said bill upon a technical 
objection, this association agrees to sup- 
port by all appropriate and lawful means 
before the Congress of the United States 


or any proper committee thereof, an in- 





dependent bill for the extension of such 
mineral rights in the Osage tribe until 
1959. 

“Should it appear during the present 
session of Congress, and after a bona 
fide and energetic effort on the part of 
this association that the measure referred 
to above is likely to fail of enactment, 
then it is the sense of this committee 
that the association should favor and sup- 
port any other legislation the effect of 
which will be to validate existing oii 
leases in the Osage for a term as long as 
oil shall be found, and to provide that 
leases covering lands in the Osage reser- 
vation executed in the future shall con- 
tinue for a like period, thereby leaving 
the royalty interest created by such 
leases for the disposition of a future Con- 
gress in such manner as it may deter- 
mine upon. . 

“That the following members of the 
Osage committee, to wit: D. F. Connolly, 
J. J. Shea, J. W. Zevely, James B. Diggs, 
James K. Crawford and James A. Veasey 
be requested to proceed to Washington 
at once, investigate the status of any 
and all legislation pertaining to the sub- 
ject aforesaid, and to take such action 
before the Interior Department and the 
committee in Congress and the individual 
members thereof as shall be consistent 
with the purposes of this resolution.” 

Mr. Crawford, mentioned in the com- 
mittee list above, was unable to make 
the trip, owing to other engagements. 





SOME ESTIMATES ON PETROLEUM 
NEEDS OF THE VARIOUS NATIONS. 


» J 
CHICAGO, Dec. 14.—Few people realize 
as a writer in. the Chicago Examiner 
states, the marvelous amount of oil and 
gasoline it takes to carry on a world-wide 
war. In the allied navies, and Germany, 
too, the use of oil power has been adopted 
not alone for propelling the deadly sub- 
marines, but has been successfully ap- 
plied to battleships, destroyers and cruis- 
ers. The battleship Montana, one of our 
finest vessels, is an oil-burner, and this 
Government has scores of oil-burning ves- 
sels under construction. In fact, the 
United States navy is practically aban- 
doning the use of coal and all new ves- 
sels are being fitted for the use of oil. 
The saving of one-quarter fuel space on 
any vessel is very important, let alone 
the hundreds of stokers released for other 
important work. 

This nation must not only ship unlim- 
ited quantities of oil and gasoline to the 
Allies, but there is a greatly increased 
demand for oil and gasoline in this coun- 
try for automobiles, airplanes, farm trac- 
tors, motorcycles, gasoline engines, oil 
stoves, oil-burning furnaces and various 
other machines; for truly “not a wheel 
turns without oil.” 

An eminent authority recently said that 
the world’s mercantile marine alone, if 
operated upon an oil basis, would use 
600,000,000 bbls. of oil annually, and the 
world’s navies would take at least an 
additional 75,000,000 bbls., or a total of 
675,000,000 bbls. of fuel oil for marine 
activities if they were placed on that 
basis, and the tendency is decidedly in 
that direction. According to figures of 
the Department of Interior, the world's 
production of crude petroleum in 1916 was 
about 450,000,000 bbls. Therefore it is 
plain that the world production is 215,000,- 
000 bbls. less than the estimated require- 
ments for merchant marines and navies 
alone. 








ANOTHER BIG OIL COMPANY 
FORMED IN NEW YORK CITY. 





NEW YORK, Dec. 7.—The General Oil 
Industry Improvement Co. has been in- 
corporated under the laws of the State 
of New York, with offices in the Singer 
Building in this city and branches in Los 
Angeles, City of Mexico and foreign coun- 
tries. The plans of the organizers pro- 
vide for the company furnishing financial 
accommodation for the development of oil 
lands and for the organization and finan- 
cing of oil corporations as well as loans 
on securities of oil corporations. The 
company is capitalized at $1,500,000, of 
which $500,000 is 7% accumulative pre- 
ferred and $1,000,000 common stock, of 
which $500,000 is to be paid in. Shares 
are $100 par value, 











Two Things to Remember 
When Buying Steel 
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Ask your dealer 


LINK-BELT COMPANY 
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NEW PIPE 
IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 


All or any part of 200,000 feet of 5, 5%, and 5%-inch 
O. D. plain end. 


R. W. HANNAN 


323 FOURTH AVE. 
PITTSBURGH, PENNA. 




















Competition has not forced us to use CHHAP materials in our valves. 
We do NOT use cheap case-hardened balls and seats. We do NOT use 
leather cups of ORDINARY grade of material. Our valve rings are NOT 
cheap and light in construction. The B O valve is DIFFERENT in all 
of these particulars. In other words, BRAMO products are as good 
THROUGHOUT as can possibly be made. Try our valves ONCE and you 
will bid all other makes good-bye. Obtainable from any dealer of oil well 
supplies. Most dealers keep them in stock. 


BRADFORD MOTOR WORKS / 
57 Holley St., BRADFORD, PA. 


Manufacturers of Valves, Balls and Seats, 
Working Barrels, Cups, Etc. 














For Sale, Rotary Drilling Rigs and Machinery, Pipe and Casing 


Large assortment weernanies and rethreaded drill pipe, line pipe, casing and 
tubing, sizes 1” to 12” ACHINERY COMPLETELY OVERHAULED AND 
REBUILT IN A-1 RUNNING CONDITION. 


5 4144x2%x4 Pumps. 4 104%x12 Engines. 


6 10x6x12 Pumps. 3 16” Rotaries. 
2 12x7x12 Pumps. 5 8x5x10 Pumps. 
3 19” Rotaries. 2 18x5x18 Pumps. 
5 6x4x6 Pumps. 5 9x12 Engines. 





4 10x5%x12 Pumps. 10 Loose Bail Swivels. 
Complete light, medium and heavy draw works and traveling blocks; 1 National 
Kelly joint; 19%” Sharp Hughes rock drill bit shank; 100 assorted fish-tail drill 
bits; 30 2%” tool joints. 
SPECIAL BARGAINS—100 6” CI screw tees, 90c each; 100 6” screw gate valves, 
A-1 condition, $6.00 eac 
Large stock other ntrines and machinery. Inquiries solicited. Prices on request. 


TEXAS SUPPLY CO. iwc. Beaumont, Texas 
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OUTPUT OF GASOLINE DUE TO CRACKING 


Is It so Large as Some Experts Have Figured?—Careful Study of 
Available Data Shows About One-Eighth of the Marketed 
Fluid Due to Cracking Process. 


(By GUSTAV BGLOFF, Hydrocarbon Engineer, Independence, Kan.) 


The Bureau of Mines has just given out 
for publication a set of highly important 
statistics as to the gallonage of the vari- 
ous products, as gasoline, kerosene, fuel 
and lubricating oils, etc., resulting from 
the distillation of crude oil, marketed in 
1916 and the first six months of 1917. 

The writer has thought it worth while 
to calculate the statistics as percentages 
and to correlate the same with other 
available data upon the cracking of pe- 
troleum and to derive percentages of 
straight-run and cracked gasoline there- 
from. 

On the basis of crude petroleum refined, 
2.44% of gasoline was made by cracking 
and 12.2%, or practically one-eighth of 
the entire gasoline sold during 1916 and 
1917, was made by cracking processes. 

Table 1 tabulates the gallonage of gaso- 
line, kerosene, gas, fuel and lubricating 
oil and the production of wax, coke, as- 
phalt, and loss occuring during distilla- 
tion. The data indicates an increase of 
16.4% of crude oil refined in the year 1917 
over that of 1916, on the assumption that 
the second half of 1917 will show, the 
same amount of crude oil refined. 

Table No. 1. 

PRODUCTION OF PRODUCTS FROM 

CRUDE PETROLEUM. 


Full First 6 Mos. 
Year 1916. 1917. 

Crude petroleum 
distilled, bbls... 246,076,266 143,189,374 
Gasoline, gals.....2,058,322,838 1,223,379,899 
Kerosene, gals....1,455,495,732 784,411,291 
Gas and fuel oil...4,290,423,757 2,697,870,034 
Lubricating oil.... 624,541,195 350,358,041 
WOE, TR asecccsce 386,180,898 203,975,713 
Coke, tons ........ 405,319 229,723 
Asphaltum, tons... 715,776 319,043 
Miscellaneous,gals. 200,596, "682 129,517,218 
Rae, WEB. ccc ccen 10,008,517 5,208,283 
Table 


PERCENTAGE OF PRODUCTS FROM 





In Table 2 the percentage yields of dis- 
tillation products for the seven sections 
of the United States are compared for 
the year 1916 and the first six months of 
1917. It is interesting to compare, for 
example, the actual percentage yields of 
gasoline of the various.sections of the 
country. There are some errors in the 
original data due to, the incorrectness of 
the returns to the Bureau of Mines, but 
nevertheless they are good approxima- 
tions. In all the fields, with the excep- 
tion of the Mid-Continent (Oklahoma and 
Kansas), the percentage yield of gaso- 
line increased in 1917. The average for 
the whole country showed a 0.4% increase 
in gasoline on the basis of crude petro- 
leum distilled. This increase cannot be 
ascribed to increased yield due to crack- 
ing of petroleum distillates, but in all 
likelihood is due mainly to cutting deeper 
into the kerosene cut in distillation of 
the crude oil. For it is well known that 
the percentages of gasoline is decreasing 
in the crude based upon old standards of 
end-point distillation. It is also well 
known that the end point of distillation of 
gasoline two years or more ago was 
around 300 degrees F., whereas the end 
point at the present time runs around 
400 degrees F., with a strong tendency to 
go to 500 degrees F. in some parts of the 
country. The increase of the end point 
of gasoline allows of the use of more 
naphtha and kerosene as motor fuel for 
internal combustion engines, but there is 
a limit to the use of higher boiling point 
cuts from crude oil with the present de- 
sign of motors in automobiles, unless 
some radical changes are made in the de- 
sign so that the higher boiling point dis- 
tillates may be available as motor fuel. 


No. 2. 
CRUDE PETROLEUM IN SEVEN SEC- 


TIONS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Full year 1916 and 


Total barrels crude 





first six months 1917 


petroleum refined for year 1916, 246,076,266. 


Total barrels crude petroleum refined for first six months 1917, 143,189,374. 
W. Ohio, Illinois, Oklahoma, Colorado, Ww. a., N. Y., 
Ky., Tenn. Kansas.* Wyoming.* Pa., E. Ohio. 
1916. 1917. 1916. 1917. 1916. 1917. 1916. 1917. 
Gawolime ....00c00 34.0 63 .0 32.5 27.0 32.0 37.0 21.0 24.6 
DNR: Sane 65 we 14.6 14.0 19.4 14.5 16.4 17.0 27.0 21.0 
Gas and fuel oil.. 26.0 25.0 54.0 49.0 53.4 52.0 18.0 23.0 
Lubricating oil.... 8.8 8.9 1.2 1.5 0.7 0.5 23.0 23.0 
RPM o> bos beesarvs 1.0 6.3 ose 0.5 eee 0.7 ce. 3.0 
[Si snndcnveus 3.0 1.1 -on 0.5 0.7 
ee ey 0.7 3.1 = 3.5 “oe cee owe 0.3 
Miscellaneous oil.. 6.0 0.8 0.9 0.7 0.1 pee 2.9 0.08 
BAD cunccenvebere 5.4 4.8 4.3 2.8 4.0 9.0 10.0 4.4 
East Coast. Texas, Louisana. California. Average for U. 8S. 
1916. 1917. 1916 1917. 916 191 1916. 1917. 
err 20.7 22.0 11.0 12.0 1.0 11.0 19.9 20.3 
Kerosene ........ 22.4 22.0 9.0 11.0 4. 4.0 14.0 13.0 
Gas and fuel oil.. 30.0 29.0 25.0 45.0 67.0 62.0 41.5 44.0 
Lubricating a. 12.6 11.0 23.6 2.7 1.5 3.0 6.0 5.8 
rE 1.0 2.0 0.7 1.0 ose 2.6 1.9 2.1 
Coke = 2.4 1.2 2.2 7 er as 1.9 1.8 
Asphalt . 2.4 3.0 22.7 3.3 12.0 3.9 4.1 
Miscellaneous oil.. 2.0 2.8 0.6 20.6 2.0 as 6.9 5.6 
Re re 6.3 7.0 2.0 2.7 1.6 1.4 4.0 3.6 


“#y alues are 


in error; 


total percentage products add above 100. 





During on last two years, of all the 
gasoline sold, 12%, or roughly one-eighth, 
was cracked gasoline. Table 5 tabulates 
the percentages of straight-run and 
cracked gasoline. 

In the production of gasoline the fol- 
lowing table is an approximation of the 
barrelage of cracked gasoline over the 
past five years: 

Table No. 3. 
CRACKED GASOLINE MARKETED OVER 
FIVE-YEAR PERIOD. 

-++ 1,000,000 
. 8,000,000 
. 4,000,000 bbis. 
P 4 pot 000 bbls. 
000 bbis. 

‘From Tables 1 and 3 the fhowing per- 
centage yield in Table 4 of straight-run 
and cracked gasoline upon the basis of 
total crude oil distilled is shown: 

Table No. 4. 
PERCENTAGE OF STRAIGHT-RUN AND 
CRACKED GASOLINE ON BASIS OF 
TOTAL CRUDE REFINED. 


bbls. 
bbls. 





Full First 6 Mos. 
Year 1916. 1917. 
Straight-run gasoline.. 17.47% 17.89% 
Cracked gasoline ...... 2.43% 2.44% 
Table No. 5. 


PERCENTAGE OF STRAIGHT-RUN AND 
CRACKED GASOLINE ON BASIS OF 
TOTAL GASOLINE MARKETED. 


Full First 6 Mos. 
Year 1916. 1917. 
Straight-run gasoline.. 87.76% 87.98% 
Cracked gasoline ...... 12.24% 12.02% 


From Table 2 it is clear that by com- 
bining the percents of kerosene, gas and 
fuel oil we will have a maximum of 57% 





of available oil for cracking purposes. 
It is certain that all of the 57% of com- 
bined kerosene, gas and fuel oil is not 
suitable for conversion to gasoline. In 
other words, all types of oils will not 
produce gasoline economically, due to 
high carbon formation. 

And furthermore, it is well within the 
facts to state that not more than 60% as 
an average of marketable gasoline can be 
made as a commercial proposition from 
the cracking of the 57% of available kero- 
sene, gas and fuel oil resulting from the 
crude oil. 

But is it advisable to calculate upon 
cracking all of the 57% of kerosene, gas 
and fuel oils into gasoline? Would it not 
leave a tremendous shortage in fuel oil 
for industrial uses and our navy? Would 
it not leave a tremendous shortage in gas 
manufactured for lighting and heating? 


To convert our kerosene, gas and fuel 


oils into gasoline would also cut down|| 


our toluol supply by at least a million 
gallons, or a loss of 14,000,000 pounds of 
our most important explosive, trinitro- 
toluol. 

Is the solution of increased quantities 
of motor fuel a question solely of crack- 
ing petroleum oil? Or is it a question in 
part of radical motor design changes or 
motor fuel, such as alcohol? Or may it 
be necessary to curtail all motor-car 
movements to war purposes only? Are 
we awake nationally to the exigencies of 
the motor fuel need in our present war? 
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Having discontinued our practice of 
- binding extra volumes of The Oil and 
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NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—The anticipated 
advance in prices on illuminating oil was 
not fully realized, as it only covered sup- 
plies of full-cargo lots of illuminating oil 
in barrels, entailing a rise of 35 points to 
121%4c a gallon, other packages and bulk 
quotations closing unchanged. The scar- 
city of barrels and higher cost of coop- 
erage, coupled with the recent rise in 
values of crude oil, together with an in- 
creased demand from both local, domestic 
and export buyers, were responsible for 
the uplift of values. The volume of new 
business booked for the week suffered a 
moderate decrease, due to lack of ship- 
ping room, owing to delays in arrivals of 
vessels by another heavy snow storm at 
sea, which also restricted loading of ves- 
sels. The domestic movement was also 
held in check by traffic on railroads in- 
creasing the congestion of freight at rail- 
road terminals. The shrinkages in export 
sales were confined to illuminating oil in 
cases, naphthas of all descriptions, while 
illuminating in bulk and lubricating oils 
in’ barrels scored fair gains in orders. 
An embargo on all export freight except 
that of the United States Government, on 
all railroads reaching North Atlantic sea- 
board ports, was ordered recently by the 
General Operating Committee of the East- 
ern railroads. In this connection, the 
authority of the traffic managers com- 
prising the export division of the Eastern 
carriers over the acceptance of freight for 
export to Europe and other foreign coun- 
tries, was extended to include jurisdic- 
tion over the issuing of railroad shipping 
permits embracing all commodities for 
export via Boston, New York, Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore, Norfolk and Newport 
News, excepting United States Govern- 
ment freights. All existing permits are 
concelled. The present war has demon- 
strated that our navy, to be of maximum 
efficiency, must be composed of oil-burn- 
ing units, Secretary Daniels declares, In 
order that the navy may be justified in 
building oil-burning vessels, no matter 
what may be their military advantages, 
it must be assured of the future fuel 
supply. This supply has been a most 
serious problem during the present war 
for the European nations which are, not 
blessed with the natural supply which 
this country enjoys. But the supply of 
oil in the ground is being rapidly de- 
pleted and according to the most reliable 
estimates will be exhausted in 20 years. 
In order that this vital supply of oil 
might be assured, the President of the 
United States set aside naval petroleum 
reserves. 

Owing to a broadening of the demand 
for local consumption of illuminating oil 
for heating purposes, due to the decided 
scarcity of coal and recent higher prices 
for crude oil, refiners advanced kerosene 
in steel barrels 1c to 14c and ic to 10c a 
gallon tank wagon delivery. Naphthas 
closed strong but unchanged, with motor 
gasoline quoted to local garages at 24c 
and to consumers at 26c a gallon, Tank 
cars are very. scarce and charges have 
been advanced to $10 per day. 

The Government’s requisitioning order 
extended up to a recent date to 317 cargo 
boats and 58 tankers, making the total 
tonnage requisitioned 2,771,933. 

As a result of the Commission's investi- 
gation of gasoline prices, it found that a 
community of interest existed in the 
petroleum industry, based on the common 
ownership of controlling stock holdings 
by a small number of capitalists. The 
Commission recommends that Congress 
consider whether a legislative remedy is 
not desirable for this situation. 

Considerable interest was occasioned in 
loca! trade circles by the announcement 
by the United States Bureau of Mines of 
the perfection of a carburetor for exclu- 
sive use of kerosene as a motor fuel, 
which it is claimed can be adapted to 
any gasoline engine without alteration. 











It remains to be seen whether or not the 
above patent is practical. 

Tonnage continues in urgent demand, 
but the continued scarcity of vessels to 
load full cargoes of petroleum restricted 
chartering of vessels to load oil in pack- 
ages, particularly for European countries. 
Chartering rates, as approved by the 
Chartering Committee Shipping Board are 
easier. Time charters for a round trip 
to South America are. being approved at 
25 shillings. Bulk cargoes for South 
America are going through at $20 gross 
form. South African charters are being 
approved at $30 net form. A new form of 
export declaration for joint use of the 
Customs and War Trade Boards will be 
required by Jan. 1, according to notices 
given by Collector of the Port Byron H. 
Newton. Charters for the week just 
ended, involving practically all petroleum 
in bulk, covering crude and refined oils, 
also naphthas, amounted to 92,969 bbls., 
showing a decrease compared with the 
preceding week’s total. 

Clearances of petroleum at New York, 
as outlined by tabulated figures here- 
with, from Jan. 1 to Dec. 13, 1917, re- 
duced to crude equivalent, aggregated 
approximately 660,300,257 gallons, showing 
a decrease of 16,691,855 gallons compared 
with the corresponding time of last year. 
Charging that boat owners of this port 
have not lived up to their agreements 
with employes, T. L. Delahunty, business 
manager of the Consolidated Marine En- 
gineers’ Beneficial Association, No. 33, in- 
timated that 50,000 marine engineers, fire- 
men and longshoremen will shortly go on 
strike. Should the strike materialize, the 
Government will undoubtedly make good 
its threat and control and operate all 
harbor traffic, ilt was said. 

The weekly review herewith, covering 
petroleum and products, involving trans- 
actions, is based on f.o.b. terms New 
York, comprising 200@299-case lots, unless 
otherwise specified. In order to arrive at 
f.o.b. vessel price of case oil, 110 fire test, 
in regular export cases, containing two 
5-gallon, low-screw cans, add delivery 
charge, as per table below, for quantity 
ordered, to base price, as given in our 
market report herewith on standard white 
oil (water white oil sells at 1c a gallon 
higher over the price of standard white 
oil). Lighterage charges are as follows 
in cents per gallon: 100@199 cases, 1%c; 
200@299 cases, 1.15c; 300@399 cases, .80c; 
400@499 cases, .60c; 500@699 cases, .55c; 
700@999 cases, .45c; 1,000@2,999 cases, 
-40c; 3,000@9,999 cases, .27c; 10,000@19,999 
cases, .23c; 20,000@29,999 cases, .22c, and 
30,000 cases and over, 2.05c a case. 

Sales of illuminating oil in bulk em- 
braced over 58,500 bbls. at 164%4c, while 
no transactions in full-cargo lots of bar- 
relled could be traced, which closed at 
35 points higher to 12%c a gallon. Or- 
ders for illuminating oil in cases covered 
over 100,000 cases. No full-cargo lots were 
included in the latter amount, but latter 
comprised mostly 3,000@9,999-case lots at 
16%c a gallon. Naphtha orders involved 
some 10,000 cases at 42.50c for 200@299- 
case lots and at 42.10c a gallon for 3,000- 
case lots of 73@76 degrees. Sales of gas- 
oline covered over 40,000 cases at 38i%c 
for 200@299-case lots and at 38c a gallon 
for 3,000-case lots, 68@72 degrees. Lubri- 
cating orders aggregated over 40,000 bbls., 
while no crude or gas and fuel oil sales 
could. be traced. 

Following revised quotations are in cents 
a gallon, f.o.b. New York:' 


Ww.w. 
New York loading, cargo lots, 
COSCON, BONONRS. .cscccvacce 6.50 17.50 
New York loading, cargo lots, 
DAETSIS, &. GAUON vic vies o-cccee 12.50 13.50 
New York loading, bulk...... 6.50 7.50 


Following tabulated figures give the char- 
ters for petroleum and by-products at New 
York, covering crude, refined oils and naph- 
thass, in bulk and in packages, reduced to 
crude equivalent, for the week ended Dec. 
13 and from Dec. 1, 1917, with daily aver- 
ages, compiled in barrels: 

Day. Since eos 1. Average. 


Dec, %....+. 15,079 103,46 14,780 

ec. 8...... 1,181 114,644 14,330 
Dec. 10...... 17,460 132,104 13,120 
Dec. 11,..... 20,621 152,725 12,975 
Dec. 12...... 9,580 162,305 13,525 
Dec. 13...... 19,048 181,353 13,996 


The following table gives the clearances 
of petroleum and by-products at the.port of 
New York, compiled in gallons, for the week 
ended Dec, 13 and from Jan. 1, 1917, with 
comparative figures: 

Week. Since Jan. 1, 1916. 


Refined 210,000 407,910,390 401,748,034 
Crude wuceee seveees 4,519,952 6,827,736 
Naphtha 50,755 91,014,857 102,655,681 
Benzine 200 2,159,315 2,308,043 
Gasoline 765,800 34,414,620 21,661,518 
Lub. oils.... 1,791,200 120,281,123 141,791,100 














Total .... 2,817,975 660,300,257 676,992,112 





FOREIGN CABLE QUOTATIONS. 


American illuminating oil, standard white, 
ex-wharf (per gallon): 





ndon Liverpool. 
Friday ... 1s7%da 1s 7% 
Saturday . is 7%d 1s 7%d 
Monday .. is7%d 1s 7%d 
Tuesday . 1ls7%d 1s 75d 
Wednesday is7%d 1s 7%d 
Thursday ...ccccece is7%d 1s 7%d 





OIL AND GAS STOCKS. 


(Quoted by Jo P. Cappeau Sons.) 
Following are the quotations on oil and 
gas stocks for week ending Dec. 15, 1917: 


STANDARD OIL SUBSIDIARIES. 





Sales. High. Low. 
Anglo-American ...... 600 17 17 
New York Transit..... 40 193 192 
NO IN is 6a ew sews c en's 181 290 278 
S. O. of New Jersey.... 32 493 499 
S. O. of New York..... 105 246 245 

OTHER OIL STOCKS. 
California Petroleum... 1,400 11% 11 
Mexican Petroleum.... 22,300 715i 6744, 
Ohio Fuel Oil.......... 20 15% : 
Pittsburgh Oil & Gas.. 240 o 4% 
The Texas Co.......... 22,400 136 121 
Sapulpa Refining ...... 1,300 856 8% 
Sinclair Oil ......-cees 18,800 29% 25% 
Cosden & CO... ..cccccee 15,200 6% 5% 
Houston Oil .......... 3,600 23 4 
International Petroleum 1,600 11% 11% 
Merritt Of] ...seccsces ,300 21% 20% 
Midwest Refining ..... 16,270 109 90 
Okla. Prod. & Refg.... 9,800 6% 5% 
Osage Hominy ........ 300 656 518 
NATURAL GAS STOCKS. 

Columbia Gas & Elec.. 110 28% 28 
Lone Star Gas......... 10 95 A 
Mfg. Light & Heat..... 865 51% 51% 
Ohio Fuel Supply..... 304 41% = 
Oklahoma Nat. Gas.... 82 25 





TWO MILLION DOLLAR CONCERN. 





NBW YORK, Dec. 14.—A. D. Converse 
& Co., of 5 Nassau Street, it is officially 
announced, have been appointed fiscal 
againts for the Peerless Oil & Gas Co., a 
$2,000,000 producing oil company, with 
properties in Kansas and Oklahoma. The 
Peerless Oil & Gas Co. was formed about 
four months ago and since that time has 
acquired large tracts in Butler, Barton, 
Franklin and Greenwood Counties of Kan- 
sas and near Okmulgee, Okla. 





DON’T LOOK FOR PRICE FIXING. 


CHICAGO, Dec. 14.—Chicago interests 
in western oil properties say that after 
considerable investigation at Washington 
it is believed the Government does not 
contemplate regulation. of the price of 
crude oil or gasoline to the public. There 
has been a fixed price at which oil is 
sold for use in the navy, and that is as 
far as regulation has gone, or in the be- 
lief of local interests, will go. 





PREMIUM ON HEALDTON OIL. 





From the Ardmoreite, of Ardmore, 
Oklahoma.: The recent advance in the 
different crudes in Pennsylvania has 
caused some speculation here. Héaldton 
operators are firmly of the opinion that 
local crude should be selling for more 
than $1.20. A Healdton pipe line com- 
pany is paying a premium for its runs 
of crude and a small refining plant is 
paying as much as fifteen cents a barrel 
as a premium. A ‘refining company at 
Cushing states that it is paying $3.39 
for crude on contracts that could be sold 
for $5 a barrel. 





TWO MORE DIRECTORS ADDED. 





BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Dec. 13.—The 
Dixie Gas Co., which upon Dec. 1 formally 
took over the Aldrich Dome property of 
the Gulf Producing Co., of Alabama, has 
added two more names to the board of 
directors. They are G. T. Wofford, one 
of the best-known oil men in this section 
of the south, and A. R. Forsyth, vice 
president and treasurer of the Gulf States 
Steel Co. 

It has been decided to 
board from eight to 11. 


increase the 





OKLAHOMA PRODUCING & REFINING 
COMPANY. 





December 10, 1917. 
The board of directors have declared a 
regular quarterly dividend of 24%%, pay- 
able Dec. 28, 1917, to stockholders of 
record at the close of business Dec. 18, 
1917. JOHN M. CRAWFORD, 
President. 





OSAGE-HOMINY OIL COMPANY. 





December 10, 1917. 
The board of directors have declared a 
regular quarterly dividend of 24%%, pay- 
able Dec. 28, 1917, to stockholders of 
record at the close of business Dec. 18, 
1917. JOHN M. CRAWFORD, 
President. 





WILD- 
CATTERS 
ATTENTION! 


I want to trade you an eighty 
or two near my deep test 
for the same near your well 
and will put you in touch 
with some other fellows 
who want to trade. I will 
sell you a drilling block 
cheap and then give you 
acreage near other wells for 
some near the well you drill. 
Send me a plat of your 
acreage and [| will show 
you how to greatly increase 
your chance to win without 
increasing your investment. 
I know Kansas oil fairly 
well. I have the casing for 
a deep well to sell or rent. 


At your service. 


C. H. KERR 


511 Beacon Building 
INDEPENDENCE, KAN. WICHITA, KAN. 




















“<SPRA e RITE” 
NOZZLES 


FOR 


ALL SPRAYING 
PURPOSES 


Spray Nozzles for 
Re- Cooling spells 
increased cooling 
effect and cooling 
preblems solved at 
the least expense. 


The “SPRA-RITE” Nozzle stands 
foremost for all Spray Nozzle applica- 
tions, due to its superior operating 
efficiency requiring but a few pounds 
pressure, its non-clogging features, 
and full mass discharge of spray over 
its entire area. 


This celebrated Nozzle is made in all 
standard sizes from%4"’ to 3’’ pipe 
connection inclusive. Write for cata- 
log and full particulars. 


The Star Brass Works 
3122 Carroll Ave. 
Chicago, IIl. 

















‘5 miles new 4-inch line pipe. 
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PIPE and FLUES 
For Sale 


5 miles new 3-inch line pipe. 
5 miles used 3-inch line pipe. 
5 miles used 4-inch plain end 
tubes. Prompt delivery. 


Keystone Pipe & Supply Co. 
Butler, Pa. 
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221 Central Natl. Bank Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLA. 
LEXINGTON, KY. 














JOHNSON & HUNTLEY 


GEOLOGISTS, APPRAISERS 
OIL AND GAS 
306 STATE HALL, UNIVERSITY of PITTSBURG. 


PITTSBURG, PA. 
Roswell H. Johnson L. G. Muntley 














WALTER STALDER 
OIL GEOLOGIST 
1022 Crocker Building 
San Francisco, Cal. 














— 
JAMES H. GARDNER 


GEOLOGIST 
OIL AND GAS 
OFFICE 510-511 NEW DANIEL BUILDING 
PHONE 2872 
TULSA, OKLAHOMA 














Cable Address, ““Consultoil.’" Code, Bedford McNeill 


THE ASSOCIATED 
GEOLOGICAL ENGINEERS 
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Natural Gas Developments 


CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN 
RATES BY GAS COMPANIES. 


HARRISBURG, Pa., Dec. 14.—Notice 
that on Jan. 1, the Manufacturers Light 
& Heat Co., one of the largest natural 
gas companies in Allegheny County would 
cancel on the clasification, rates ‘and dis- 
counts of industrial consumers, has been 
filed with the Public Service Commission. 
The notice follows similar action taken 
by other companies furnishing natural 
gas throughout a large portion of West- 
ern Pennsylvania and against which pro- 
tests have been filed. 





COAL GAS BAGS FOR SALE 
WITH A TRADE INDUCEMENT. 


LONDON, Dec. 14.—An advertisement 
is appearing regularly in London news- 
papers in which Selfridge, the American 
merchant, offers one free filling of coal 
gas to ali motorists buying their gas 
bags from him. 

The use of coal gas for fuel is being 
taken up, not because of the high price 
of gasoline (90 cts. a gallon), but because 
private owners are not permitted to buy 
gasoline at any price. 

Coal gas is pumped into bags carried 
on top of cars in a specially built rack 
or tray that extends the full length of 
the tonneau and over the driver of a 
seven-passenger car. Inflated, the bag 
has a height of about five feet. Some 
trucks, without tops, drag their coal gas 
bags in trailers. It is said that several 
suburban bus lines are now driven by 
the new motor fuel. 

No alteration is required for the engine, 
excepting a pipe from the bag has to be 
connected with the induction pipe of the 
carburetor. The gas is sold at a penny 
for each ten cubic feet. 





GAS HEARING SET FOR DEC, 24. 





OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 14.—The Cor- 
poration Commission has set Dec. 22 for 
hearing the complaint against the Okla- 
homa Gas & Electric Co., filed by C. H. 
Ruth, H. F. Tripp and citizens in conse- 
quence of the gas shortage during the 
present cold spell. The Commission is 
asked to require the Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Co. and the Oklahoma Natural 
Gas Co. as well to produce books and 
show how much gas is being used and 
how distributed. The gas shortage in 
the city has been serfous and much suf- 
fering has been endured. 


West Virginian’s Plan 
For Increasing Supply 


CHARLESTON, W. Va., Dec. 14.—An 
application for the reduction of gas rates 
and to compel the United Fuel Gas Co. to 
furnish an adequate supply has been filed 
before the Public Service Commission of 
West Virginia by former Senator M. F. 
Matheny, now an attorney, residing in 
Arlington Court, Charleston. 

Coming as it does on the heels of agi- 
tation for some legislation to compel the 
gas companies of West Virginia to supply 
local consumers before gas is shipped out 
of the State, and as the question of juris- 
diction is raised and is implied as resting 
with the Public Service Commission, the 
application will be followed with a great 
deal of interest. 

The petitioner, Mr. Matheny, cites that 
he is a resident of Charleston and a con- 
sumer of natural gas. He reviews the 
fact that the United Fuel Gas Company 
is a public service corporation,, that it 
comes under the jurisdiction of the Public 
Service Commission, that it has a fran- 
chise granted it by the city of Charleston, 
and that because of its special privileges 
it should keep its contract with the peo- 
ple to first furnish them with gas. 

Mr. Matheny also raises the question of 
compelling the gas company, if its supply 
of gas is inadequate, to further develop 
its properties by drilling additional wells. 

Matheny charges that the gas company 
has leases on large tracts in the vicinity 
of Charleston that should be developed so 
that an adequate supply of natural gas 
may be obtainable and pointedly refers to 
“gross and exorbitant rates.” He be- 
lieves the Public Service Commission has 
authority to prevent shipment of gas be- 
yond the State lines, in this regard say- 








ng: 

“And that by proper rules and regula- 
tions you have the power in the interest 
of the public safety and health of the 





people to compel said public service cor- 
poration to refrain and desist from trans- 
porting into new territory, new markets 
and places beyond the State the said 
product of natural gas until it shall have 
first served those with an adequate sup- 
ply to whom it is bound by prior con- 
tract. , 

“Your petitioner is further advised, be- 
lieves and so charges that you are vested 
with the power to enter such orders and 
prescribe such rules and regulations as 
may be ample and sufficient to compel 
the said public service corporation to 
open up and release into its said pipe 
lines such amount of the vast quantities 
of gas which it has in storage under the 
large quantities and boundaries of land 
which it holds under lease as aforesaid, 
as may be necessary to at all times fur- 
nish an adequate supply to the consum- 
ing public and especially to the consum- 
ers of the said city of Charleston, with 
and to whom it is under contract so 
to do.” 

The petition of Mr. Matheny has been 
entered for hearing, but no date has 
been set. 





MAY USE ARTIFICIAL GAS. 


WACO, Tex., Dec. 14.—Owing to short- 
age of natural gas supply here, the gas 
being secured from the Mexia fields, 
Mayor John Dollins; has announced that 
he will recommend to the City Commis- 
sion the employment of a gas expert to 
make a survey of conditions. In the 
event it is found that the supply is in- 
sufficient for Waco’s needs, Mayor Dollins 
says the Texas Power & Light Co. will 
be compelled, under the franchises given 
it here, to reopen its local plant for the 
manufacture of artificial gas. 


Buffalo Gas Consumers 
Object to Higher Rate 


BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec. 14.—Corporation 
Counsel William S. Rann has taken steps 
to prevent the Iroquois Natural Gas Co. 
from carrying out its announced intention 
of increasing the schedule of rates on 
Jan. 1 to the extent of 5 and 10 cents per 
1,000 feet. 

Pursuant to the action taken by the 
Council on Commissioner Hill’s resolu- 
tion, he directed Assistant Corporation 
Counsel Frederick C. Rupp to prepare a 
protest, to be. signed by Mayor Fuhr- 
mann, which will be presented to the 
Public Service Commission before the 
expiration of the required 30 days. 

At the same time he instructed Mr. 
Rupp to take the necessary steps to se- 
cure an injunction restraining the Iro- 
quois company from putting its proposed 
new schedule into effect until its reason- 
ableness had beer passed upon by the 
Commission. 

Mr. Rupp at once took action to carry 
out these directions. At the same time 
he is preparing to contest the company’s 
claim that any increase is justified. Mr. 
Rupp has been engaged in similar investi- 
gation since early in the present year, 
when he was assigned to represent the 
city in the matter of Senator Ross Graves’ 
complaint against the sufficiency of the 
gas supply furnished by the company. 

Councilman Hill has conferred with a 
well-known local engineer, the result of 
which will be laid before the city’s law 
department with the expected result of 
bringing to the attention of the Public 
Service Commission a new method of 
computing gas bills, to the benefit of the 
consumer. 3 

“The engineer with whom I talked,” 
said Councilman Hill, “‘told me he had 
long been puzzled over the fact that his 
gas bills reached the same proportions, 
no matter how much gas he was getting. 
In other words his bills were as high for 
gas that failed to produce the required 
amount of heat as at times when there 
was gas that answered every requirement. 

“A series of experiments convinced him 
that the answer lay in the fact that gas. 
expands in the pipes. When there is a 
strong pressure and the gas is flowing 
through the meter steadily, the gas, of 
course, contains the requisite number of 
heat units. On the other hand when the 
pressure is low, the pipes are filled with 
gas, it is true, but it is thinned gas, ex- 
panded untii it fills the dimensions of the 
pipe in which it finds itself confined. 

“This thinned gas passes through the 
meters and is registereed at the same 
rate as if it contained the desired num- 














E. H. DEVORE 
PETROLBUM GBOLOGIST 
MINING ENGINEER 
Thirty Years’ Experience 
Hotel Tulsa : TULSA, OKLA. 











R. B. DUDLEY 


CONSULTING 
PETROLEUM GEOLOGIST 


421 Dwight Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
Mineral Wells, Tex. 











G. A. BORRELL 


CONSULTING CHEMICAL ENGINEER 


Careful tests of natural gas to determine gasoline con- 
tent. Gasoline plants operated at highest efficiency. 
Compression and Absorption p Natural Gas, 
gasoline, petroleum. 
Benedum-Trees Building 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 























HAGER, BATES & KEMP 


PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS 
AND ENGINEERS 
Phone 5398 
218-21 Lynch Building 
TULSA, OKLA. 

















STUART ST. CLAIR 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 
Petroleum and Mining 


Sulte 800, 20 E. Jackson Boulevard, 
CHICAGO. 


21/2 N. Main St., Winchester, Ky. 














GEORGE ENGERRAND 
GRADUATE GEOLOGIST 
P. O. Drawer 914, Biloxi, Miss. 

Ten years’ experience in Mexico and 
Central America as Chief Geologist of 
the Mexican Geological Survey. Re- 
ports on oil properties in the Southern 
States and in Latin America. Highest 
references. 











NEWBY, GARRETT, 
CRABTREE & WRIGHT 
OI and GAS GHOLOGISTS 
All work by members of firm 
Telephone 2820 510% S. Main St. 
Tulea, Oklahoma 




















F. John 8. Sur William, R. Jewell 
SUR & JEWELL 
Oil Geologists and Engineers 


409-10 Republic Bldg., Kansas City, Mo. 
503-4 Commonwealth Bid., Denver, Col. 
Specializing in the geology, technology 
and practical development of oil. Ex- 
perts in the exclusion of water from 
wells. 














TANK CARS 
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PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
Dealt in 
J..EDW. CRUSEL, 
220 Varieties Alley, New Orleans, La. 
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JO. P. CAPPEAU SONS 


Benedum-Trees Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
403 Unity Bldg., Tulsa, Okla. 


Cable Address, Cape, Pittsburgh, USA. 
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WM. S. BARNICKEL & CO. 
Chemical Engineers 
Treating Roily Oil a Specialty 


CAPITAL ABSTRACT AND REALTY CO. 
W. 8. Bell, L. B. Norton 
J. F. Patterson 


Okmulgee, - - - - - Oklahoma 


PHONE 1000 
THE MULTIGRAPHING SHOP 


Operates Complete Multigrapb System 
236 Central National Bank Building, Tulsa, Oklahoma 


SAND SPRINGS WATER COMPANY 
Pure Spring Water 
Distilled 


Phone 700 Tulsa, Okla. 





601 Merchants-Laclede Bidg., St. Louis 





BARTLESVILLE IRON & 
METAL CO. 


Large Buyers of 
SCRAP IRON, METAL, JUNK, 
HIDES, FURS, ETC. | 


Bartlesville, Okla. 








Bartlesville Salvage, Machine & 
Supply Co. 
Dealers and Brokers in 
New and Second-Hand 


OIL AND GAS WELL SUPPLIES, 
ABANDONED LEASES, ETC. 


We Specialize in Second-Hand Pipe. 
BARTLESVILLE, OKLA. 


E. A. COLEMAN 
Oil Production and Royalty Broker 


Kansas and Oklahoma Fields 
Box 311 Independence, Kans. 


PRODUCERS OIL EXCHANGE 


Leases and Production 
1219 Colcord Bldg. Oklahoma City 


DEAN M. STACY 


CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 








COX & RADCLIFFE 


Petroleum Geology 
and Mine Engineering 


311 Daniel Bldg. Tulsa, Okla. 


STRUCTURAL STEEL BUILDING 


Oil Refineries, Casinghead Gas Plants, 
Glass Plants, Machine Shops, 
Bridges, Etc. 

Engineers for designing fireproof 
structures for all purposes 
Cc. M. PRITCHARD 
Structural Engineer 
203 Seaman Bidg. TULSA, OKLA. 


Walnut 1516 Weaver Building 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 








E. S. SHAW 
Mining Engineer and Oil Geologist 


2218 Dahlia St., Denver, Colo. 
Phone York 9413 








DAWSON TOWEL SUPPLY 
Aprons, Towels and Jackets for Rent 


Towel service for offices, $1 per month 
Phone 2185 Tulsa, Okla. 











BASS FURNITURE & CARPET CO. 
Furniture for Office and Home 


Shaw-Walker Filing Devices 
Tulsa, Okla. Oklahoma City 


DICKEY-ASHBY-FOUNTAIN CO. 
General Insurance 


Derricks, Tanks and Contents Insured 
212 S. Boston Ave. Tulsa, Okla. 


A. C. REEDS 


OIL and GAS 
GEOLOGIST 


206 Seaman Bldg. Phone Osage 5967 
TULSA, OKLA. 


TULSA AUTO LIVBRY CoO. 


101—TAXI—122 


New Cars Tulsa, Okla. 











YOUR CARD SHOULD BE HERE 
“It Brings Results” 
One-half inch, $1.50 per month 








G. E. BENNETT, Oil Broker 
Only first-class producing properties 
handled. P.O. Box 366. 


206 Robinson Arcade - Tulsa, Okla. 








BRANSON & BITLER 
ROSALIA, KAN. 


Eastern Butler and Western Green- 
wood County Oil and Gas Leases 
for sale. 


Also some drilling propositions to offer. 





IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
OIL STORAGE TANKS 


Capacities 1,000-bbl. to 100,000-bbl. 
and up 


Economy Oil Tank Company 
301 Fort Worth Club Building 
Phone Lamar 2009 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 


T. M. RICHARDSON Jr. 


OIL, LEASES AND 
PRODUCTION 


OKLAHOMA OIL STOCKS 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 





Place your orders for ice with the 
TULSA ICE COMPANY 
Phone 12 4 North Detroit Tulsa, Okia. 








WESTERN BANK SUPPLYCO. 


Manufacturing Stationers 
High-Grade Office Furniture 
Filing Cabinets—Safes 


LOG BOOKS—TOWNSHIP PLATS—ALL STANDARD OIL FORMS 














GEO. W. HENRY, Printer 
“BETTER PRINTING” 
112 W. Second St. 


Phone 238 Tulsa, Okla. 








INSURANCE 


“Workmen’s Compensation, 
Oil Insurance of All Kinds 


LAFE SPEER ABSTRACT CO. 
General Abstractors 


J. A. Boyd, Pres. and Mer. 
11 S. Park St. Sapulpa, Okla. 





H. O. SIMMONS, C. E. 
Refinery, Gasoline Absorption and Dis- 
tillate Cracking Plants—Construc- 
tion and Supervision. 

Phone 2787 


311 Chicago Place Tulsa, Okla. 











Let us take care of your requir ts 
in Oklahoma and Kansas and save you 
time, trouble and expense. 


CARR & FRENCH 
316-320 Gallais Bldg., TULSA, OKLA. 








Your Ad 





In this space will be 
read weekly by .. . 





25,000 People 


Lithographing Embossing 
Engraving Printing 
The House of Quality 


317 West Main St. 
OKLAHOMA CITY 


4th and Boston 
TULSA, OKLA. 








Member Am. Inst. Min. Engineers 


HARRY F. WRIGHT 
Oil Geologist 
and Mine Engineer 


Phone 6772 304 Mc Clure Bldg. 
TULSA, OKLA. 




















ber of heat units. When, however, it 
gets into range or furnace it produces 
much less heat. 

“What this engineer tells me would 
seem to indicate that the system of meter- 
ing gas should be changed so that meters 
will register the heat units passing 
through them. Then, when -we have a 
poor quality of gas, our bills will be cor- 
respondingly less. 

“I purpose bringing this matter to the 
attention of the city law department and 
through it to the Public Service Com- 
mission,”’ 





FORT WORTH NEEDS FUEL. 





FORT WORTH, Tex., Dec. 14.—About 
twenty retail and wholesale dealers met 
with the City Commissioners the other 
day to discuss an adequate supply of 
fuel for the present demand of the public. 
The matter was referred to W. G. Turner, 
local fuel administrator for the Govern- 
ment, and every effort will be made to 
increase the present supply at once. In 
case of emergency the city may establish 
a municipal coal and wood yard. 





EXPECT SHALLOW-SAND OIL. 





TEAGUE, Tex., Dec. 14.—The Free- 
Stone Syndicate’s No. 1 Tucker is now 
drilling at 1,064 feet. The drillers had 
a show of gas at 730 feet and a show of 
light oil in the top of the Taylor marls 
at 920 to 950 feet. It is quite probable 
a shallow production of oil may be de- 
veloped in the base of the Taylor marls 
above 1,600 feet, this being the horizon 
from which the Corsicana sands are pro- 
ductive of the heavy and light oils at 
1,200 feet, 





Controversy in Toledo 
Continuing to Seethe 


TOLEDO, O., Dec. 14.—In the cam- 
paign against increased gas rates here 
the following new developments are cited: 

Passage by Council of an ordinance 
fixing the price for two years at 35 cents, 
the present rate. (The company wants 
a rate of 42 cents.) 

Request to the Federal Fuel Commis- 
sion to act with the city in its protest to 
the Public Utilities Commission. 

Filing of a protest with the Public 
Utilities Commission that the proposed 
increase is ‘‘unjust, unreasonable and ex- 
cessive.” 

Appearance of Law Director Commager 
at the hearing when the matter of the 
new rate comes up before the State Util- 
ities Commission. 

The Northwestern Co., some weeks ago, 
asked for a 35-cents-a-month service 
charge. This was denied by the State 
Commission. Then it asked for 7 cents 
a thousand increase. This is pending. 

John B. McMahon, attorney for the 
company, said to the committee recently 
that this latter charge would positively 
go into effect on Dec. 26, unless the com- 
pany should withdraw the schedule. 

Prof. William Leiserson, of Toledo Uni- 
versity, who supplied facts to Council 
Committee, said the new rate would not 
go into effect if Council passed the 35- 
cents-per-thousand charge in the mean- 
time. 

A new element entered into the pro- 
posed gas increase question when the 
Lucas County Fuel Advisory Committee, 








of which J. F. Jones is chariman, sug- 
gested that “the price and distribution of 
natural gas is included in the Lever bill, 
approved by Congress in August,’’ through 
which the President has power to con- 
trol fuel prices. 

Attorney McMahon told the committee 
that the company pays half of what it 
receives for gas to the producing com- 
pany, that it is to pay a Federal war tax 
of 6%, that even postal cards had doubled 
in price, and that labor, material and re- 
pairs and supplies had gone up from 40% 
to 200%, and that an increase is neces- 
sary if the company is to continue to 
exist. o 

The Leiserson report of Council sub- 
committee was to the effect that the 35- 
cent price now paid by consumers is very 
reasonable to the company and fair and 
reasonable to all concerned, 

The report intimated that the Hope 
Natural Gas Co. of West Virginia, from 
which the Northwestern gets most of its 
gas, is in reality a subsidiary and con- 
necting company. 

It stated the fact that half the increase 
asked is to go to the West Virginia com- 
pany. It was said the Ohio Fuel Supply 
Co., of Pittsburgh, paid dividends as high 
as 300%. It also sold gas to the North- 
western. 





OIL-SHALE REFINING COMPANY. 





DENVER, Colo., Dec. 14.—The Bankers’ 
Securities Co. announces that it has un- 
derwritten $400,000 worth of Mount Logan 
Oil Shale Refining Co. stock and that re- 
fineries will be built immediately to ex- 
tract oil from shale on properties owned 
by the new concern in Colorado. 





PROPERTY IN FIRE DANGER ‘ 
SAVED BY A BRAVE WORKMAN 





Information has just been received in 
Kilmarnock, N. B., of the death of Mr. 
Robert Lindsay, the superintendent at the 
Tombi oil pumping station of the Ahgio- 
Persian Oil company, Ltd., at Aswaz, 
Persia. It appears that on the afternoon 
of July 9 !ast, Mr. Lindsay was informed 
that a valve in the oil pipe at the plant 
had split. Oil was flowing at a high pres- 
sure and a fountain of liquid was being 
thrown up to a great height near the 
furnaces of the boilers. Mr. Lindsay saw 
that nothing would save the works from 
destruction but the stopping of the pumps 
and the turning off of the oil at the fur- 
naces. He thereupon dashed through the 
oil cloud and turned off the cocks. He 
saved the plant from total destruction, 
but he was severely burned, for the oil 
became ignited. Mr. Lindsay’s assistant, 
who also rendered heroic service, rescued 
Mr. Lindsay from the flames, but the lat- 
ter died later. 





FIRE-TEST REGULATIONS. 





WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—The Senate 
has passed a bill amending Section 4472 
of the Revised Statues to provide that 
kerosene and lubricating oils made from 
refined products of petroleum which will 
stand a fire test of not less than 300 de- 
grees F. may be used as stores on board 
steamers carrying pasengers under such 
regulations as shall be prescribed by the 
board of supervising inspectors with the 
approval of the Secretary of Commerce. 
The bill has gone to the House, where it 
has been referred to the Committee on 
the Merchant Marine and Fisheries. 
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Arnold, O’Brien & Go. 
ACCOUNTANTS 
Audits, Systems, Consultations and Re- 
ports. We specialize in Oil and Refining 
Accounting and Income Tax Reporting. 
228 Central Bank Bidg., Tulsa, Okla. 
517 Lee Bldg., Oklahoma City, Okla. 
712 Barnes Bldg. - Muskogee, Okla. 








Map of Oklahoma 


Sectionized map of entire State. Shows 

all development. Accompanying map 

is “Oklahoma Oil Sands,” compiled by 

Fohs & Gardner, giving depth and 

thickness of sands in the different fields. 
Prices, $5.00 


TULSA MAPPING CO., TULSA, OKLA. 

















WE BUY AND SELL 


NEW AND SECONDHAND 
LINE PIPE AND CASING 


Highest prices paid for abandoned wells. 
H. JOSSEM SUPPLY CO. 


Telephoue 6941 Holland Bldé. 
TULSA, OKLA. 
































DRILLING PROPOSITIONS 


We want to hear from parties having 
proven or wildcat acreage in any part of 
the Mid-Continent field that will be given 
for test well. In proven territory will con- 
sider tracts as small as 80 acres. In wild- 
cat districts, acreage should be not less 
than 2,000 acres, depending upon depth 
and cost of well. Attractive propositions 
will receive quick action. Submit com- 
plete particulars in first letter. 

We buy and sell leases and production 
in all parts of the Mid-Continent field. 


RALPH DEVELOPMENT CO. 


334 Mayo Bidg Tulsa, Okla. 


GET A WITTE 


1 can ship at once any size or 
High-Grade Engine--2 to 22 H-P. eronene of or 

Gasoline--Stationary, Portable or Saw- Rig-- 
5 Years. Youdon’t 








ED. 

F ‘Book, How to udge Engi 

le ptt id.--Cd. 
WITTE 


TWite% 
ENGINE WORns, ‘ 

411! Oakiand Ave., Kansas 

‘iit Empire Bldg, Pittsburgh, 


$ 
Pa. 


|} has been very successful. 








For up-to-date 


TEXAS PANHANDLE 
Oil maps and blank leases 


address 
G. T. HEYDRICK 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 











‘Reduce Cost of Operating 
Lease by Using the 


Superior 
Sand Strainer 
It keeps the floating sand 


out of the working barrel 
and renders the pulling of 





weils unnecessary. 


The perforation is scientif- 
ically and completely cov- 
ered. 

It is made in two lengths— 
6 feet and 10 feet. 

This Strainer is not an ex- 


periment—it is now in ac- 
tual use in a large number 





of wells. 
For price list and circulars, 
write to 
Pat, 
Superior Sand Strainer Co. 
Bartlesville, Okla. 











REFINING INDUSTRY 
OF UNITED STATES 


(Continued from page 40.) 


gasoline, running about 400 bbls. a day 
and cutting at 50 to 52 gravity with end 
point of 410 to 420. The Illinois Oil Co.’s 
refinery was built at Cushing in 1914. It. 





‘}has been running 1,500 bbls. a day, but 


this year is being increased to 2,000 bbls., 
maintaining the traditions of the busi- 
ness. It owns six miles of pipe line, has 
107 distributing stations and operates over 
100 tank cars. The International Refin- 
ing Co. is the outgrowth of the Chelsea 
Refining Co. The Chelsea plant could not 
operate on shallow-sand crude and com- 
pete after Cashing came in and removal 
was made to Cushing, where the company 
The incident 
goes again to prove that once settled and 
successfully operating is no guarantee of 
the future. The International operates 
over 500 tank cars and has one station 
as far distant as Detroit. It has over 
$300,000 invested. Then there are the big 
plants formerly known as the Cushing 
Refining Co., the Peerless Refining Co., 
the Chanute Refining Co., belonging now 
to the Doherty and Sinclair syndicates. 
Down at Bristow is the Continental refin- 
ery. This was a tiny plaything at the 
start and sold under distress. But today 
it is a pretentious “gasoline distillery.’ 
It is increasing in capacity until it is 
becoming one of the important plants of 
the field. Down at Drumright the Central 
Refining Co. has built a small plant dur- 
ing the past year and it has started out 
on the inevitable course. It is now run- 
ning less than 1,000 bbls. a day. At this 
point several cracking plants are being 
tried out. At Pemeta the North Ameri- 
can Refining Co. is operating a successful 
refinery and proving the arguments of 
this article. It has done more than any 
other refinery to test out the Parker 
process, having two large units in oper- 
ation. 

One refinery generally begets another. 
For years the Oklahoma Refining Co. oc- 
cupied the Oklahoma City territory alone. 
Its growth was slow owing to the fact 
that it was so far removed from the pro- 
ducing field. But it did grow and finally 
was sold to the Doherty syndicate for a 
million dollars. Later came the Atwood 
Refining Co. with its small plant, which, 
true to the nature of the industry, is 
“taking on flesh” and waxing gradually 
stronger. Now Oklahoma City has a new 
claimant for position. It is the Home 
Refining Co., built during the past year, 
modern and complete, with wax output, 
and costing about $500,000. It has a daily 
capacity of 2,500 bbls. and 100 tank cars. 

Look at Tulsa. Tulsa is an oil city— 
not an oil field. There is not enough oil 
right at hand at Tulsa to make it a re- 
fining city. But Tulsa is a center and to 
Tulsa oil has been brought by pipe line 
and plants built until now Tulsa is essen- 
tially and distinctively a refinery town. 
Its plants are modern wonders of com- 
pleteness and nearly every one of them 
is big and a growing institution. Cosden 
easily heads the list; then there is The 


Texas Co., the Pierce Oil’ Corporation, 
Constantin, Phoenix Refining Co., Pan- 
American, Mid-Co Gasoline Co., Uncle 


Sam and the Wabash Refining Co. 


The Pierce Oil Corporation and The 
Texas Co. each run about 5,000 bbls. of 
crude a day, and now the new Wabash 
company reports it will also treat 5,000 
bbls. daily. Cosden handles over 13,000 
bbls. and will soon be able to run 40,000 
bbls. a day if he so wishes. The Pierce 
concern has an investment of $1,250,000 
and owns about 300 bbis. of production 
in connection with the refinery. It does 
not make lubricants at Tulsa. It has 
425 tank cars and operates 200 rented 
cars. The Pierce operates 428 distribut- 
ing stations. Within the past year the 
Constantin Refining Co. has* embarked 
extensively in the station business. The 
rise of the Constantin plant is one of the 
marvels of the Mid-Continent field. Start- 
with $8,000, Capt. Constantin has a model 
5,000-bbl. refinery, proving the exception 
to the rule, and he has only been about 
four years turning the trick. But Capt. 
Constantin is a genius. 

The Muskogee Refining Co. has one of 
the complete oil works of the entire field. 
It makes everything from gasoline to 
wax. It has come up through all the 
vicissitudes, suffering all the pangs of 
birth and dissolution and resuscitation. 
It has never stopped growing. Today it 
has its own pipe-line system, 75 miles in 
length, to which are connected 270 wells 
or more; it has 150 tank cars, distributing 
stations. 

Several years ago a small refinery was 
built at Fort Smith. Then it lapsed into 








a state of innocuous desuetude and re- 





mained there for some time, finally to be 
revived in a quiet way and started in a 
course of usefulness again. It has been 
enlarged and improved, secured tank 
cars, opened filling stations and is reach- 
ing out to its own. Arkansas offers a 
growing field. There is every prospect of 
an oil field there some day. Around Fort 
Smith are some of the best gas wells in 
the Mid-Continent region. They are large 
in volume and possess exceptional staying 
qualities. Near this big gas, somewhere, 
sometime, they are going to open an oil 
field. And this little refinery of today 
will find itself compelled to suffer growing 
pains for years to come. 

Then someone said there was oil under 
the widespreading, beautiful prairie land 
stretching for miles and miles south into 
Oklahoma from the Kansas line at Arkan- 
sas City. Jones & Buell spent over $200,- 
000 in trying to find the reservoir, and 
all they did was to determine where it 
was not. Another company came in and 
tapped the trend. It has been a long 
trial opening this deepest of all Mid-Con- 
tinent fields, and the years will come and 
go before finis has been written on the 
job. It is one of the great pools of the 
country. Gradually it is being discovered 
that there are other paying sands besides 
the 3,400-foot stratum, and wells are now 
being drilled to the 1,700-foot and the 
2,200-foot formations, bringing forth some 
of the best gravity oil in the entire field. 
The natural result is, Blackwell now has 
a refinery and is threatened with others. 
The first plant, now known as the Econ- 
omy, almost died aborning, and passed to 
new hands; and after less than a year 
sold for a million and a half dollars. It 
is still expanding and growing. It has its 
own pipe-line connections and tank cars. 
Recently a pipe line was built by the 
Kanotex and Lesh refining companies 
from the Blackwell field to Arkansas City. 
Over in the Newkirk district, which was 
developed ahead of Blackwell, the Cres- 
cent Refining Co. has built a 3,000-bbl. 
refinery at a cost of over $200,000. It 
has 21 miles of pipe line. 

F. D. Misener drilled 28 wells in the 
Broken Arrow district and acquired a set- 
tled production of 300 bbls. a day of 39- 
gravity oil. He had 2,200 acres of leases, 
with promise of being able to maintain 
his crude supply for a long while. So he 
secured construction of the Oneto refinery 
with a capacity of 500 bbls. a day and 
got a big jobber interested in it, so there 
would be no question about an outlet or 
market for the products of the same. Six 
miles of pipe line is required to connect 
up 30 wells to the refinery. Over at Boyn- 
ton, in the same general neighborhood, 
Jack Ryan got the Boynton refinery go- 
ing; then it was sold to the Riverside 
Western Oil Co., which is now making 
a first-class institution of it. Down in 
the extreme southern end of the field at 
Lawton, the Lawton Refining Co. has a 
400-bbl. refinery, built last year. It uses 
Healdton and Cushing crude and is get- 
ting 19% gasoline. It is already planning 
on a cracking process and a wide field. 

Until recently the Sapulpa Refining Co. 
has occupied its field at the threshold of 
the Glenn pool district alone. This is one 
of the oldest and best known refineries in 
the Oklahoma field. It represents an in- 
vestment of $2,000,000 and runs over 4,000 
bbls. a day. The capacity is being in- 
creased this year to 7,000 bbls. There is 
a good future for this company. It has 
50 miles of pipe line and owns 400 bbls. of 
production. It is a money-maker. Now 
other contenders for part of the business 
are coming into Sapulpa, and the Sapulpa 
goes on in its efficient way enlarging and 
extending. 

It is a strange thing that Bartlesville 
was the first real oil town on the map in 
Oklahoma, the place where the first real 
development was made, where there were 
gusher wells, and which for several years 
was the gateway to the Osage and Chero- 
kee developments, and yet there has 
never been a refinery there. One was 
started several years ago, but never fin- 
ished. At another time a small plant was 
partly built north of Bartlesville about 
six miles and later torn down. Just why 
Bartlesville was passed up in the earlier 
days is not apparent, but in these later 
days it has been simply because of the 
low gravity of the oil produced in that 
vicinity. Several attempts have been 
made without success to interest capital 
in building there. 

(To be continued.) 





TO PROSECUTE OIL REFINERS 





LOS ANGHLES, Dec. 13.—No less than 
twelve patents obtained by J. A. Dubbs 
on various proceses for refining and crack- 
ing oil and for the manufacture of various 
products therefrom, will be made the 
basis for litigation against numerous 
refiners throughout the country, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


CLASSIFIED RATES. 
Advertisements under this heading are 25 
cents per line for the first insertion and 10 
cents per line for each additional insertion, 
invariably cash in advance unless the adver- 
tiser has an account with the publisher. 
Estimate cost on the basis of six words to 
the line. Replies forwarded free. 








FOR SALE. 


PIPE FOR SALE 


FOR SALE—20,000 ft. 2-in. 1,200-Ib. test 
line pipe; 10,000 ft. 2-in. 4%%-lb. tubing; 
8,000 ft. 6%4-in. 13-lb. casing; 6,000 ft. 6%- 
in. 20-lb.; 2,000 ft. 10-in. 35-lb. All the 
above is new standard goods. 

Also have on hand 3,000 ft. 2-in. 4-Ib, 
tubing; 30,000 ft. 2-in. 41%4-lb. tubing; 5,000 
ft. 5 3-16-in. 13-lb. casing; 3,000 ft. 65%-in. 
20-lb.; 2,000 ft. 65¢-in. 24-lb.; 1,000 ft..8%4-in. 





24-lb.; 1,200 ft. 8%-in. 28-lb.; 800 ft. 10-in. 
32-lb. Hhis is good serviceable second-_ 
hand pipe. For particulars call or write 


Oklahoma Pipe Co., 401 N. Boston Ave., 
Tulsa, Okla. Phone Osage 6444. 


ATTENTION, DRILLING CONTRACT- 
ors—We still have a few good second- 
hand Manila drilling and spudding lines; 
also several new and good second-hand 
wire lines; 3,000 ft. to 3,500 ft. %-in. lines. 
Oklahoma Pipe Co., 401 N. Boston Ave., 
Tulsa, Okla. Phone Osage 6444. 


FOR SALE—6,000 feet of 2-inch second- 
hand pipe. This pipe is practically as 
good as new. Address J. T. R., care The 
Oil and Gas Journal. 


FOR SALE—Will sell part interest in 
gasoline plant, making 4,000 gallons per 
day; have own cars; contracts enough to 
make 5,000 gallons per day; excellent op- 
portunity for party wanting substantial 
income. Address P. O. Box 1929, Tulsa, 
Okla. 














FOR SALE—20,000 acres of leases in 
Barren, Monroe, Cumberland, Metcalf, 
Allen Counties, Kentucky; cheap rental; 
well-taken rentals, due 1919; price 20 
cents up. W. S. Silvers, Marion, Ind. 





STORAGE TANKS FOR SALE. 


One demounted tank ‘car tank, 26 feet 
long, 78 inches diameter, %-inch shell, 
with dome. 
One tank, 8x5 feet, %-inch metal pres- 
sure tank. 
One 18x4-foot pressure tank, %-inch 
metal. 
One 12x414-foot pressure tank, %-inch 
shell. 

One 22-foot by 52-inch pressure tank. 
\¥%-inch shell. 

One 18-foot by 42-inch pressure tank, 
¥%-inch shell. 
One 12,000-gallon tank, 44-inch shell and 
heads. 
One upright tank, 10 feet diameter by 
15 feet high, ™%-inch bottom, 3-16-inch 
shell, self-supporting conical top. 
All above tanks in excellent condition. 

TANK CARS. 

Ten 8,000-gallon all-steel tank cars, 50- 
ton trucks, equipped with coils and valves; 
cars three years old; guaranteed to meet 
all requirements; immediate delivery. 
Mid-Continent Equipment Co., Coffey- 
ville, Kan. Correspondence solicited. 


FOR SALE —Oil leases, Palo Pinto, 
Stephens and Eastland Counties, Texas, 
in Ranger field, near the big well; small 
or large tracts; right prices; good titles. 
P. O. Box 412, Fort Worth, Tex. 


FOR SALE—Star traction drilling rig 
No. 22 and tools, good cordage and small 
tools; also 900 acres of good-looking 
leases in Kentucky; will sell separate or 
together. Charles Collins, Knightstown, 
Ind. 


FOR SALE—Two 70-h.p., twin cylinder 
Bruce-McBeth natural gas engines; these 
engines have never been used. “Address 
P. O. Box 81, Shreveport, La. 


PIPE FOR SALE—Subject to prior sale, 
offer 100,000 feet 4-inch line, 1,800 test; 
mill can start shipment next week; also 
some 300.miles good S. H. pipe, all sizes 
to 8-inch, 32 pounds. United Securities 
Co., Joplin, Mo. 




















FOR SALE—We have on hand a 
few back numbers of The Oil & Gas 
Journal which we would be pleased 
to furnish at 10c each. No issues 
previous to January, 1912. The Pe- 
troleum Publishing Co., Tulsa, Okla. 
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